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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT FOR THE STATE OF OREGON
FOR THE COUNTY OF MULTNOMAH

STATE OF OREGON, Case No. 19CR53042
Plaintiff,
DECLARATION OF JAMES L.
V. BUCHAL IN SUPPORT OF JOSEPH
GIBSON’S MOTION TO CHANGE
JOSEPH OWAN GIBSON VENUE
Defendant.

James Buchal declares:

1. I am local counsel to defendant Joseph Gibson in this action. | make this Declaration
to provide true copies of the large number of media materials referenced by hyperlink in the
pleadings filed in support his motion for a change of venue.

2. Exhibits 1-58 consist of true copies of the media materials cited in the footnotes of
defendant Gibson’s motion to change venue, downloaded and printed by my office, organized by
author and footnote number for cross-reference to the citations in the pleading.

| certify under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Dated this 20™" day of February 2020.

s/James L. Buchal
James L. Buchal, OSB No. 921618
MURPHY & BUCHAL LLP

1
DECLARATION OF JAMES L. BUCHAL IN SUPPORT OF JOSEPH James L. Buchal, (OSB No. 921618)
GIBSON’S MOTION TO CHANGE VENUE MURPHY & BUCHAL LLP
Case No 19CR53042 3425 SE Yamhill Street, Suite 100

Portland, OR 97214
Tel: 503-227-1011
Fax: 503-573-1939
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hitps:iwww. kptv.com/man-says-he-was-assauited-outside-portland-bar-for-wearing/article_2ed3c054-
C¢795-11e0-956e-1f42272a49fe.html :

Man says he was assaulted outside
Portland bar for wearing 'MAGA' hat;
two people arrested

Zach Anders
Pasted Aug 25, 2019




Security video provided by Growler's Taproom

PORTLAND, OR (KPTV) - Portland police say a man and woman were arrested early
Saturday morning for assault, and the man who was attacked says it's all because of
his "Make America Great Again" hat.

At around 12:50 a.m., officers responded to the report of a disturbance at the Growler's
Taproom, located in the 3300 block of Southeast Hawthorne Boulevard.

At the scene, officers located Luke Lenzner with injuries to his face.

Lenzner toid FOX 12 that he and his wife were on a date night. He said right when they
got there, they were attacked outside the patio by people upset about the hat.




"l got mobbed by everybody that was in that bar outside. People came from the inside
out - just circled me and my wife,” said Lenzner.

Security camera footage provided by the bar shows the couple did try and make their
way in, but it doesn't appear to be very busy. In fact, bar staff say they were already
done serving for the night and that they told the couple they were closing.

Lenzner attests that things escalated between people outside the bar. That's when
police say 22-year-old Leopold A. Hauser and 23-year-old Adebisi A. Okuneye
assaulted Lenzner and his wife.

"Surrounding me, like literally surrounding me, pushing me. I'm just trying to get
through, trying to stop the person from hitting me, from taking my hat, and then | get
sucker punched," Lenzner told FOX 12.

Hauser and Okuneye had left before police arrived, but Lenzner was able to give them

a license plate number.
The suspects were arrested a few blocks away.

Both Hauser and Okuneye were booked into the Multnomah County Detention Center
on charges of third-degree assault. They were arraigned Monday.

Witnesses, including the bartender, say Lenzner was the one who started it. In security
footage, he can be seen pointing to his hat and saying something as he left, and
witnesses say that's what started it all.

A probable cause affidavit states Lenzner's wife told him to wear the "Make America
Great Again" hat throughout the night “so she can see how people treat him." She said
they walked to multiple bars in Portland, according to court documents.

Okuneye said Lenzner came out of the bar, used an expletive and said, "B***, do you
like my hat," according to a probable cause affidavit.



Hauser stated that he disagreed with the political statement of the hat and his group
was "mean mugging" Lenzner, when Lenzner asked if they liked the hat.

Court documents state Lenzner took a "fighting stance," but police say Lenzner never
involved himself physically in the altercation.

Copyright 2019 KPTV-KPDX Broadcasting Corporation. All rights reserved.

Zach Anders

Reporter
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Mayor’s staff got protést intel on Patriot Prayer from
Portland cop under fire for texts with right-wing leader

Updated Feb 20, 201%;
Posted Feb 20, 2019

Mayor Ted Wheeler's senior policy advisor Berk Nelson was in
regular confact with Portland police Lt. Jeff Niiya to learn about
Joey Gibson's plans. “Jeff is trying to develop a relationship with
Joey.. his job is to get as much intelligence as possibie, but 1 didn't
know how deep it went," Nelson said.

%76

By Maxine stein | The oni n




The Mayor's Office has relied on a Portland police lieutenant to keep tabs on right-
wing protest leader Joey Gibson, sometimes texting him at all hours to ask about .
Gibson’'s whereabouts or plans.

it's the same lieutenant, Jeff Niiya, who has come under fire in the last week from
Mayor Ted Wheeler and other city officials.

After Niiya's text messages with the Patriot Prayer leader were made public last
week, Wheeler called the lieutenant’s messages "disturbing.” said they appeared to
“cross several boundaries™ and “unnecessarily encourage” Gibson. Wheeler, who
also serves as the city's police commissioner, has requested an independent
investigation to review if police acted with bias in their actions leading up to and
during demonstrations involving alt-right and anti-fascist protesters.

The Police Bureau on Wednesday released another batch of Niiya's communications
as the bureau's crowd control supervisor, this time with Berk Neison, Wheeler's
senior policy adviser on public health and safety, in response to a public records
request from The Oregonian/QOregonlive.

The communications start in April 2018 and continue through this month, with
Nelson often questioning Niiya before a planned protest about Gibson's plans. They
include questions about Gibson and Patriot Prayer in relation te a demonstration
outside the federal immigration enforcement building in Southwest Portland,
downtown protests and a hearing at City Hall.

READ: TEXT MESSAGES BETWEEN LT _JEFF NiiYA AND MAYOR'S SENIOR POLICY
VISER BERK ON




Nelson told The Oregonian/OregonLive that he often reached out to Niiya to find out
about when and where Gibson and Patriot Prayer protesters would be so the city
would be prepared for any viclence that might occur. Nelson said he needed to alert
the mayor of any potential public safety threats and Patriot Prayer has been “one of
those threats over the iast two years.” 1
“I knew Jeff was in contact with Joey. | wasn't surprised. | just didn’t know to what
extent the conversations took place.” Nelson said. “Jeff is trying to develop a X
relationship with Joey...his job is to get as much intelligence as possible, but | didn't
know how deep it went.”

Nelson added, “I'm not an expert in how police gather information. | leave that up to
them,” but he said he couid understand how jarring Niiya's text messages with
Gibson could be to “people who don't understand police tactics.”

“To the lay person just seeing those texts at face value are concerning,” he said.

The mayor and two other city commissioners have complained that Niiya alerted the
Patriot Prayer leader to counter-protester movements and said his texts raised
questions about consistency in enforcing arrest warrants. in one text, Niiya informed
Gibson that one of his follower's should take care of his outstanding arrest warrant
before he came into Portland.

The police commanding officers unicn has defended Niiya, saying his job is to
maintain an open line of communication with all protest organizers and that police
regularly informed the Mayor’s Office about their tactics.




“Certainly the mayor’'s initial comments gave the impression that he was unhaware of
the communications between Niiya and Gibson,” said Lt. Craig Morgan, president of
the Portland Police Commanding Cfficers Association. “These texts show that not
only was his top aide aware of the conversations, but he was reguesting specific
infarmation about Patriot Prayer and Gibson as situations developed.” |

Nelson said the outside investigation that Wheeler is ¢alling for isn't focused on
Niiva's text messages with Gibson, but a broader look at how police investigations
are handled and how rapport is developed between officers and protest leaders.

The communications between Nelson and Niiya show:

--The day before Patriot Prayer members and counter-protesters squared off in
downtown Portland last Aug. 4, Niiya sent Nelson a message.

“Heard you are looking for timeline info on Gibson’s movements tomorrow,” Niiya
wrote on Aug. 3. "] heard on one of his videos they hope to leave the Fred Meyers in
Vancouver with the first bus around 10 am.”

-- Four days before another Patriot Prayer protest planned in downtown Portland,
Nelson texted Niiya on Nov. 13, “Any word on the location of the protest yet? Where
PP (Patriot Prayer) is going to iocate?”

Niiya responded, “They have a permit for Terry Schrunk on Sat. They say no march,
50 this should stay on the area of the parks.’

Nelson asked Niiya via ancther text, "But was also checking if yvou knew what time
Gibson was going to show up”’

Niiya responded a short time later, “he has not communicated with me about Sat”’



That Saturday, Nov .17, a protest hilled as a rally for free speech and campaign event
for Gibson, then a Republiican candidate for U.S, Senate in Washington state, saw
hundreds of his supporters bused in from across the border. Many wore helmets,
¢rash pads and shields decorated with the Confederate battle flag. They were met by
counter-protesters from a coalition of organizations on the left including a group
called Popular Mobilization, another group dressed up as clowns and self-described
antifascist activisis.

Police formed barriers along Southwest Naito Parkway early in the day and kept the
groups separated. The biggest skirmish came when police in riot gear ordered a
group of counter-protesters to disperse around 2 p.m. The group, clustered near the
intersection of Southwest Naito Parkway and Southwest Columbia Street, didn't
immediately leave and officers began firing dozens of flash-bang grenades and
rushing toward the crowd, shoving some protesters out of the street,

-- Three days before the mayor and City Council were to vote on an ordinance
rejecting white nationalism, white supremacy and alt-right hate groups this month,
the mayor's adviser once again reached out to Niiya about Gibson.

“Are you hearing anything on Twittersphere re: Joey Gibson and coming on
Thursday?’” Nelson wrote in a text message on Feb. 4,

A short time later, Nilya responded, "Quick search and nothing from Joey specifically
but Haley Adams and her group look like they will be there’’ Adams is a Patriot
Prayer supportier.

-- On July 21, as people camped outside the ICE building in Southwest Portland,



Nelson texted Niiya, “LL. any dust up or appearance yet?"

A minute fater, Niiya responded, “Joey just showed up with 5 others. Caim right now.
Talking with protesters.” |

-- Last summer, the night before a planned protest at City Hall, Nelson texted Niiya
on Aug. 7, "How many people are coming to City Hall?”

Niiya responded three minutes later, “CIU (Crimina! Intelligence Division) is believing
30-10. However, Facehook shows 287 going. | could personally see 15Qish coming
between the 2 protest groups.”

The next day, a protest against police use of force turned violent when activists tried
to storm Portiand City Hall, clobbered one security guard and scuffied with several
others. It was the biggest disruption to a Portland City Council meeting in more than
a year. Protesters were demonstrating against police crowd control technigues from
a demonstration the Saturday before.



Lt. Jeff Nilya's messages to Gregory McKelvey

The Oregonian/OregonLive also has requested Nilya’s communications with
counter-protesters or organizers of other rallies, but the police bureau hasn't
released them yet,

In an interview Wednesday, Gregory McKeivey, the leader of a series of-protests
against the election of Donald Trump and police use of force, said Niiya had
contacted him in mid-August 2017, but he didn't want to communicate with police
about his demonstrations,

McKelvey shared messages Niiya sent him in August 2017 in which Niiya described
to McKelvey his role as "reaching out to event organizers te learn more about their
events and then providing information to my bosses so they can make decisions if
there is a need for police due 1o public safety concerns.” Later, Niiya gave McKelvey
information about what actions would draw a police response, such as large groups
marching across bridges, entering freeways or impacting mass transit.

.......................




"There was no reason for me to establish any communication and many reasons not
to." McKelvey said Wednesday. "1{ doesn’t make sense to work with the police in
protesting the police, which was a bulk of my protest work. They are one of the
targets of our protests so why would | need to communicate?"

Police Chief Danielle Qutlaw has scheduled what she called a "istening session' to
hear public concerns about the lieutenant’s text messages with Gibson from 6t0 8
p.m. Thursday at the Maranatha Church, 4222 N.E. 12th Ave.

An hour before the gathering, the Portland Democratic Socialists of America and
several other groups are hosting a rzlly outside the church, urging police reform and
that Wheeler turn control of the police bureatt over to City Commissioner Jo Ann
Hardesty.

-- Maxine Bernstein

Email at mbernstein@otegonian.com
Foliow on Twitter @maxoregonian

Visit subscription oregopiive.com/newslattaers to get Oregonian/OregonLive
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Frustration, not solutions, becomes focus of listening
session on Portland cop’s texts with Patriot Prayer

Updated Feb 27, 2019;
Posted Feb 21, 2015

51

Portland police listening session

170

By Maxine Bernsiein | The Qregonian/Oregonlive

Updated Feb. 27, 2019

Portland’s poliée chief called a "listening session” to hear from the public in the wake
of the controversy surrounding hundreds of friendly texts between a police
lieutenant and the leader of the right-wing Patriot Prayer group.



It turned into hours of venting Thursday night,

ould You Eat Eggs?

Weighiry the pros and cons of aating eggs, based on
scientific studias.

{50 1The New York Times

Speakers either calied out the Police Bureau, complaining that Lt. leff Niiya's
exchanges with activist Joey Gibson confirmed their long-standing fears that police
favor conservative demonstrators while cracking down on feftist counter-protesters.

Or they criticized Mayor Ted Wheeler and other city officials for questioning Nitya's
communications without understanding the lieutenant’s role as a police liaison to
groups planning railies and marches in the city. Some aise said the mayor should
have reserved comment until after an internal investigation is completed into the
communications.

The pews at the Maranatha Church in Northeast Portland were mostly packed. Mstal
detectors and plainclothes officers greeted visitors as they arrived. A crowd
organized by the Portland Democratic Socialists of America and other groups
protested outside beforehand, calling for Wheeler, who also serves as police
commissioner, to step down from that post.

Some in the ¢rowd held up printed yellow signs that read “LIES™ and some hissed
when they disagreed with a speaker or yelled “sit down.” At other times, people
raised signs that read "LISTEN" when they agreed with a comment.

Several speakers called on the mayor to rasign, drawing applause.




At times, attendees got into tense disputes among themselves or started screaming
at the panel of city officials or speakers. A facilitator, the police chief and often most
effectively the church’s senior pastor, Dr. T. Allen Bethel, tried to calin the audience
and remind peopie of the purpose of the gathering.

“Hey people, this is a church,” the mayor blurted into his microphone as several
people in the first few rows got into a heated argument.

“We're here for solutions, people. It's 2019, Outlaw said. “We have to come up with
solutions so we don't continue fo come here time and time again. |'ve been here for a
vear, and it is the same thing.” '

The chief, the mayor, Portland's deputy police chief and three assistant chiefs sat at
a table at the front of the sanctuary. Speakers signed up to address them for two
minutes each during the 2 ¥2-hour event.

Qutlaw said she catlled the gathering because she “quickly recognized there was
harm, impact and concern in the community.” She acknowledged mistrust of police
in Portland that she noted bas built up over years,

B More texts released

About 50 minutes into the session, facilitator Kory Murphy threatened to shut it
down if the crowd didn’t respect the ground rules, repeating, “This is not productive”
amid jeers. At one point, Patriot Prayer supporter Haley Adams strode up to the
front of the church and started screaming while some members of the crowd began



chanting “Nazi scum.” Adams later stood on a pew and continued yelling and was
escorted out. It appeared the meeting might end but the police chief said she was
staying.

Among the speakers, Shawn Shagerty urged the city to broaden its investigation to
determine if any white supremacist groups have infiltrated the Police Bureau or
other local or state law enforcement agencies. Others recommended the police
better differentiate between protesters and not lump peaceful demonstrators with
masked protesters or others who may be causing a disruption.

Several urged police to hold demonstrators who are violent accountabie for their
actions, called for meaningful independent police oversight and a public airing of
police contract negotiations.

Left-wing activist Luis Enrique Marquez, who was named as an instigator of
problems by Niiya in his texts with Gibson, yelled at the mayor, shouting, “You
collaborate with our enemies!”

Bob Winthrop, a former finance manager at the Police Bureau who deseribed himself
as a son of a Holocaust survivor who abhors white supremacists, praised Niiya as a
“flexible thinker” and a “really good cop.” Attendees hissed as Winthrop spoke.

“Please don’t criticize a cop before you know all the facts,” Winthrop told the police
and mayor.



Tim Ledwith said he was punched in the face by Patriot Prayer follower Tusitala
“Tiny” Toese on June 8, 2018, and he was reluctant to report the attack because of
his "healthy mistrust of police.” He said his mistrust was born out because it seemed
as if police “didn’t want anything to do with it"” unti this past week when he received
a subpoena to testify before a Multnomah County grand jury.

Ben Lavine, who said he attended some of the protests, told the chief she shouldn't
be surprised by the community’s reaction. He criticized Outlaw for speaking
“derisively” against antifascist protesters on conservative radio host Lars Larson's
show in August. '

Deb Winthrop told police she was among the peaceful counter-protesters at a
demonstration last Aug. 4.

“I do not want to be associated with the tactics of antifa.” she said, urging the bureau
to better distinguish between protest groups. For future demonstrations to be
effective, she suggested people leave their body armor and face masks at home and
not be ashamed to show who they are. Many in the crowd hissed.

James Buchal, who described himself as a member of the Republican Party, accused
the city of "excusing leftist violence” and demonizing demonstrators who
cooperated with police. People in the crowd booed.

Ken Cannatelli said the practice of police reaching out to protest groups ahead of
demonstrations is "not a tenable position,"” because "certain groups are not going to
want to talk to police, " and others that do will be seen as an incurring favoritism.,



Mary Hbllingsworth said she came to express her support for the police. “Keep up
knowing who these specific groups are so they do not clash.” she said, drawing
taunts to sit down. “This is how you peopie are,” she continued, addressing the
crowd. "Don’t tell me to sit down.”

The meeting followed last week’s release of months of text messages between
Gibson and Niiya, who as supervisor of the bureau’s Rapid Response Team crowd
controf unit has been the bureau liaison to protest organizers.

The texts drew rebukes from the mayor and two city commissioners. The chief
initiated an internal investigation into Nilya’s comimunications, and the mayor called
for an independent inquiry into alleged police bias in their handling of city
demonstrations.

all fter leas:

Niiya's texts and emails with Gibson from 2017 and 2018 show him sometimes
telling Gibson about the movements of counter-protesters, telling Gibson if officers
would be on foot or bike at protests and alerting Gibson to have follower Toese, also
a member of the far-right Proud Boys, take care of his outstanding arrest warrant
before he showed up downtown. Niiya told Gibson that officers could arrest Toese if
he acted outt but it wasn't likely 1o occur, though Toese ended up being arrested on a
warrant 2nd additional charges.



Niiya was doing his job, establishing a line of communication with protest leatlers to
heip the bureau prepare and plan on how to staff demonstrations, and Niiya often
shared his intelligenée gleaned from Gibson with the mayor’s senior policy adviser,
said Lt, Craig Morgan, president of the police union representing commandmg
officers.

Clarification: A summary of Ken Cannatelir's statement was changed to reflect his
broader point about police communication with profest organizers.

-- Maxine Bernstein
Email at mbernstein@®oregonian.com
Follow on Twitter @maxoregonian

Visit subscription.oregonlive com/newsletters to get Oregonian/OregonLive

journalism delivered to your email inbox.
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Grand jury indicts two men in May Day attack of woman
outside Cider Riot bar -

Updated Aug 7, 2019;
Postad Aug 7, 2018

Gallery: May Day assault outside Cider Riot bar

227 168
A shares

By Maxine Bernstein | The Oregonian/Uregonlive

A Multnomah County grand jury has indicted two men in an atiack ot a woman
outside a Northeast Portland bar where left-wing protesters had gathered after May
Day demonstrations.



lan Alexander Kramer, 45, was arrested Wednesday morning, charged \mth secong-
degrgpgssault. two cowts of unlay 1. se of 2 weapon agglﬁm;:ted second-
degree assault, all felbrion as well as unlawful use of mace and disorderly 88HaucE
both misdemeanors.

Kramer is accused of beating a 31-year-old woman named Heather Clark with a
baton and knocking her unconscious in the 800 biock of Northeast Couch $t.
outside Cider Riot.

Police said they recovered a metal baton from Kramer's home after raiding it with a
search warrant.

Partland Detective Chris Traynor, afong with deputy U.S. marshals, arrested Kramer
about 10;:50 a.m. near North Lombard Street and Dwight Avenue, according to jail
racords.

Kramer was booked into the Multnomah County Detention Center at 1:09 p.m. He's
being held on $267,500 bail and is scheduled to be arraigned at 9:45 a.m. Thursday.

The indictment aiso accuses Matthew Demetrius Cooper, 24, of disorderly cenduct
and harassment in the same case.,

The arrests follow a lawsuit by Cider Riot owner Abram Goldman-Armstrong, who
contends that Patriot Prayer leader Joey Gibson and several other right-wing
protesters showed up at his business on May 1 and fought with customers, causing
mayhem and physical injury to at ieast one person.




It also comes as Portland police are working with other local, state and federal law

erf@Eifnent agencies teiprepare f r : ticipated protestgindhgsity on Aug. 17 by -
right-wing demonstratars Snd counterprotesters. Sgal - Search

100% [Ihﬁin& -
Accounting
Degree

"While these cases can take time, and delays in arrest can be perceived as
indifference or lack of care, the opposite is true," Police Chief Danielle Qutlaw said
in a statement. "Our investigators are attentive to detail, working behind the scenes
to put together the strongest case possible for consideration in coordination with
local, state and federal partners. We appreciate the assistance of our partners with
the United States Marshals Service and the Multnornah County District Attorney’s
Office."”

The grand jury met on July 22 and July 29 and reviewed video footage of an assault
on a woman before returning an indictment, according o court records. The
indictment was unsealed and filed Wednesday in Muttnomah County Circuit Court.

Cider Riot had hosted a May Day celebration, drawing people who pariicipated in
demonstrations earlier in the day and had gathered to listen to live music. About 20

right-wing protesters, including Gibson, arrived at the business and a clash between
theim and patrons of Cider Riot ensued.

Video shows people using mace and several people fighting. According to the
lawsuit, Kramer, a freguent Patriot Prayer rally participant, hit a female Cider Riot
patron on the head with a baton.




Menu Set " Subscribe
Weather ' Signln  Search

Both Kramer and Cooper are accused in the indictment of reckiessly ¢reating "a risk
of public inconvenience, annoyance and alarm by engaging in fighting and viclent,
tumuituous and threatening behavior."

The incident remains under investigation, according to palice.
-- Maxine Bernstein

Email at mbernstein@oregonian.com

Follow on Twitter @maxoregonian

Visit subscription.oregenlive.cam/newsletters to get Cregonian/OregonLive
journalism delivered to your email inbox.
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Clowns to hold Patriot Prayer counter-demonstration,
dance party Saturday

Updated Jan 29, 2019,
Posted Aug 03, 2018

Clowns will be having a dance party Saturday in protest of Patriot
Prayer's rally. (File photo)

By hB d ] The Oregonlan anlLive

In addition to Pairiot Prayer, Proud Boys and antifa descending on Portiand on
Saturday, clowns will be joining the masses and having a dance party.




Unpresidented Brass Band, a marching band created about a year and a half ago in

response to the politicat climate, is organizing the event "Send i the Clowns!" which
encourages "colorful folk" to protest Patriot r's Sat rall

"I love being colorful and silly," band organizer Miles Thompson said, "and that's
something that can really go a long ways towards distracting from violence and
towards poking fun at things and making things a little less serious.”

Joey Gibson, a U.S. Senate candidate in Washington and leader of Patriot Prayer, is
planning on leading supporters in a raily Saturday at the waterfront in downtown
Partland. Counter-demonstrations — including this one with clowns — have been
scheduled in response to Gibson's rally.

Thompson said he hopes the clown and band protest will help provide an alternative
to violence. He said they will join Popuiar Mobiization in a march to the waterfront
where Gibson's rally is scheduled for noon. Thompson said he expects around 40 or
more clowns to show up.




Unpresidented Brass Band has been going to marches and rallies for more than a
year to bring joy and combat protest fatigue, Thompson said. He said he hopeé the
Saturday protest will bring a strong peaceful response to the people — mainly
Patriot Prayer, he said — bringing violence into the community.

A poston the clown event page reminds protest-goers that oil-based face paint,
lotion and sunscreen can be problematic if exposed to pepper spray or tear gas.

"Consider just painting your cheeks with colorful dots or stripes, and keep makeup
away from your eyes, just to be safe!” the past reads.

Clowns are not a hew sight to events like these, Previously, clowns have been seen at
demonstrations in Oregon and gther states. Micah Fletcher, survivor of the MAX
train stabbing, dressed like a clown some weeks before the attack in an attempt to
ease tensions between demonstrators at a Patriot Praver rally.

MAX stabbing survivor met suspeet at Portland p...

Locai organizations have been vocal in their response to Gibson's rally. Popular
Mobilization will be gathering at 10:30 a.m. at City Hall for a rally before moving to
the waterfront. The Facebook page refers to the organization as a group of
concerned Portlanders united around inspiring people to resist the alt-right. Antifa
groups also plan to meet at the waterfront at 11:30 a.m., accarding to another

00 e.

"We may not be muscle bound gym rats, we certainly aren't the sort of sadistic
bullies we are facing, but never the less we have to go out there and be the ones
willing to physically protect people already under attack in our communities," the
description reads. "We are regular people called to do extraordinary things."



The description also says counter-demonstrators will not apologize for the use of
force to keep the community safe from right-wing violence.

A coatition of more than 30 local and regional organizations released a joint
statement prior o the ratly calling on the governor, mayor and other city officials to
denounce racist and sexist violence from both Patriot Prayer and Proud Boys.

"Elected officials must not abandon the Portland community when we are under
attack,” the statement reads.

Activists from Charlottesville also issued a statement. It says Saturday's rally
resembles Jast vear's Unite the Right white supremacist rally in Virginia,

*Charlottesville understands all too well what it means to have fascist agitators bring
choreographed terror into our community,” the statement reads. "We remember
bracing ourselves last year against the threat of white supremacist attacks cloaked
as free speech. We send sofidarity and love to Portland, particularly te communities
most targeted by the islamophobic, transphobic, anti-immigrant, genocidal agenda
of Saturday’s fascist event.”

Gibson, meanwhile, has szid his group doesn't promote white supremacy or racism.




Portland police said they will have ﬂgagon-screenjhg stations at the waterfront
Saturday, as well as dogs that can detect explosives.

--Hannah Boufford

hboufford@oregonian.com / @hannahboufford
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Collusion or dialogue? Portland police texis

raise questions

dLgiac[litin%.Saturday, February 18, 2019 O
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Did Lt. Jeff Nilya's information.gharing with Patriot Prayer's Joey Gibson cross a line?

How concerned should Portianders be that local cop
Jeff Niiya shared information and exchanged
pleasantries with a controversial right-wing leader?

It may depend on your perspective,

On Thursday Willamette Week
{hiips:fAaww nweek. comvnews/Courts/2019/02/ 4 texts- 18
batween-portiand-poilice-and-patriot-prayer-ringleader-
joey-gibson-show-wam-exchange/) and the Portland
Mercury
(hitps:hwww.portlandmercury.coméblogtown/2019/02/14/258858 36 /texts-show-protective-relationship-between-
portland-cops-and-patriot-prayer) published articles about qusstionabie text messages their reporters had
obtained between Lt. Niiya, a designated police liaison for protesis, and Joey Gibson, a right-wing activist who
has become a highly polarizing figure in Porfland, with protests he ofganizes often leading to violencs.

The story went viral, reaching national and even overseas publications like The Guardian in the United Kingdem,
with aclivists on social media adding new information and video footage
{https:/fwitter.com/pdxassembly/status/109646 702664901427 3) of Niiya to the public realm at a phenomenal
rats,

Civit rights greups issued statements of concern {htips:/twitter.com/UniteQregon/siatus/1 0965840224 32788480)
and Portland Gity Commissioner Jo Ann Hardesty issued a prepared statement accusing Nitya of "collaborating"
with Patriot Prayer and of providing “aid and support for their hate marches.”

Mayor Ted Wheeler issued his own statement, saying "It is imperative for law enforcament to remain objective
and professional, and in my opinion, these text messages appear 10 cross several boundaries.”

On Fridey Miiya was yemoved from the police bureau's crowd control unit pending an investigation of the text
messages. Later that day Wheeler agreed o a call by civil rights groups, Hardesty and Commissioner Chloe
Eudaly to institute police training on white supremacy as well as an independent invastigation of whether police
hargiling of protests has been biased. And he announced a public "listening session” from 6 pm o 8 pm
Thursday at Maranatha Church, iocated at 4222 NE 12th Ave. in Portland.

As the Willamette Week article put it, the messages showed Niiya "had a friendly rappert with Gibson, frequently
discussing Gibson's plans to demonstrate in Portland and even joking at times."

The Mercury highlighted other texts from Niiya to Gibson "We havs a large group of antifa irying to fiank us and
you. We are stopping them for now," one said, "But not sure how long"

"Heads up just told 4-5 black Bloch [another nickname for antifa) haading your way. One carrying a flag,” said
axt from Niiya. "We will have officers nearby but you may wani to think about moving soon if more

m
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The reaction from many Portlanders was understandable
{hitps://www.oregonlive.com/portiand/2018M0ipolice_release_more_details_on.htm!). The publication of Niiya's
texts, disclosed undar {hitps://www. portlandoregon.gov/police/78708) Oregon's public records law, came after
two years of allegations by aclivists that the Partiand police were favoring Gibson and his allies while cracking
down on left-leaning counterprotesters. Some City Commissloners have echoed th‘ose CONCems.

However, some current and former law enforcement officials hastened o note that the bulk of Niiya's emails, at
least, reflect exactly what his job called for him to do: to develop rapport, exchangs information and even joke
with people across the political spectrum.

Nor, ane said, does Jeffrey Minoru Niiya fit what one might consider a typical "white nationalist” profile. He is
reporiedly half-Japanese and his spouse is Jawish.

Cops tizined to angage

Assistant Chief Ryan Lee, who has studied crowd contro! for the National Institute of Justice, spoke generally
without specifically addrassing the Niiya investigation. He said that a couple of years ago the Portland bureau
began designating formal police lisisons to follow the model of "dialogue policing” used in Sweden, the United
Kingdom and much of Europe.

"The goal of a police liaison is really to try and develop a rapport with anybady who idantifies essentially as an
organizer or & leader regardiess of who they are or regardless of the event,” he gaid.

ADVERT!S1NG | Continue reading below

B {hitps./ireach.adspmg.comick.php?

oaparams=2__hannerid=0604__zoneid=739__cb=500h832822__ oadest=hitp%3IA%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F33GDAX)

Those "open and henest” dialogues can last a year — before, during and after a profest, Lee said. And he
[tkened it to hosiage negotiatore’ training to defuse a situation.

"The real goal of the police lisison is o gather infomation,” he saidt *You're just trying to be a communications

co an police adminsisirators (and) organizers... (80} you can conlinue {o iry to deescalate.”
Loading... O (https://wallitio/users)
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"i think that it's a chailenge for people to understand that you can have a conversation and be very congsnial
with somebody ...that you may have gross idelogical diferences with," Lee said. "Peopie are oflen surprised at
the level of casual conversation that goes into building rappont.”

Lee's description of the new police "dialogue” tactic largely echoes that offered by the UK-based Anarchist Acticn
Network (https:/imww.anarchistaction.netfinfo-for-action/the-role-of-police-fiaison-officerssy, which calls it “the new
friendly face of order policing."

And Oragonian/Oregonlive reporter Shane Kavanzugh on Friday tweeted out
{hitps:/fwitter.com/shanedkavanaugh/status/1 698560993 540658176) texts Nilya sent in 2017 that were friendly
and joking, only with a left-leaning protester.

In the texts where Milya is warning Gifison of "black bloc” protesters, named a European protest tactic that some
have likenad to brawling, the context suggests the cop is trying to avoid violent confrontations.

ABVERTISIN G| Continue reading below

2017 DEALER OF THE YEAR % :
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Asked about the perception of favoritism many Portlanders have about the police and right-wing protesters,
some city and police insiders often point out that Gibson, who clearly relishes the appearance that he is chummy
with police, gets permits for hie profests and communicates. Same leftdeaning protesters, meanwihie, shun
permits and avaid discussion with the police, due to distrust. From the police perspective, these insiders say,
officers may try to separate a permitted protest from newcomers whose entry will likely lead to violence — and
the resulfing percepiion is police are protecting Gibson and his crew.

More questions

Dan Handeiman of Portiand Copwatch, however, said the context of Nilya's job dossn't fully explain some of his
messages — such as one where he indicates te Gibson that he does not intend to arrest one of his cofleagues
who may have a warrant out fos his arrest, "unless there is a reason.”

"i don't ever remember hearing anybody on the progressive side being given those kinds of heads-ups and
wamings,” Handslrman said,
-

: hitps:/iwallitio/users
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Handelman also noted that an email forwarded by Niiya bearing the names of members of protest groups
appears to clearly violate a state law that spacifically prohibits (https:i/www.oregenlaws.org/ors/181A.250)
Oregon law enforcement from tracking political affiliations or activities that are not ¢riminal in naﬁure.

Lt Craig Morgan of the union that represents Niiya, the Portland Police Commanding Officers Association, said
he had notexamined thet particular email. But he contended Nilya has been the subject of a "rush to
judgement.” He said Niiya was doing his job as directed, and that he'd have been dumb to try to make an arrest
basged on an outstanding warrant in the middle of a highly charged protest— one that could well have escalated
the violence.

ADVERTISVNG| Confinue reading helow

"There'z s fime and a place for arrests on warrants, and quite frankly (a highly charged protest) is not that piace,”
Morgan said.

Other critics pointed to a message kelling Gibson whera his colleagues should stand
{(htips:ifwitter.com/Cherman 112/status/ 1096247 098352185344} to avoid being searched for weapoens. One
suggested Niiya may have actually increasad {he poiential for viclence by giving what Gibson perceived
(https: Htwitter. com/Muzzakh/siatus/1096423690688843776) as a green light
{hitpa:Mwitter.com/leftkist/status/1096589407151410176) for "mutual combat.”

Zakir Khan, of the Oregon Gouncil on American-istamic Refations, said the ultimate proof of what Nilya's
messages mean lies in the taily of arresis by Portland police in recent years,

"( think the fact that they haven't made arresis of the core group (of right-wing protesters) — they've amested
more leftists than far-right guys,” Khan said.

“The impact is really bad for both community and small businesses There are normal Porflanders who have
cailed PPB to make artests (of violent right-wing pratesters), and PPB had peopie there and did nothing."

" ‘supppRr
i, (http./prgnews.com/subscriba/index html)

Quality local journalism takes time and meoney, which comes, in part, from paying readers. If you enjoy articles
like this one, please consider supporling us.
{It costs iust a few cenis a day.)
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Demand The Oregonian Stop Platforming
Violent Racism




Portland's Resistance started this petition to The Oregonian

On Sunday October 28th, 2018, in the wake of nationwide violence including pipe bombs
mailed to political leaders, African Americans murdered while grocery shopping, and the
slaughter of Jews in their place of worship—all on U.S. seil, Portland's daily newspaper opted
to publish an gp-ed piece in defense of a well-known nationalist who has been inciting
viclence in Portland’s local community, including the stabbing on a MAX train last year which
resuited in ¢he injury and two deaths,

Media plays an important role in the rise of totalitarianism, authoritarianism, and fascism. In
the run-up to WW2, the media joked about Hitler and the Nazis, making light of and
normalizing their behavior. The idea of “neutral” or “objective” media is a fallacy: by choosing
what to cover and when and how the media can help or hinder causes; promote social
movements or dampen them. The guestion is whether our media are working to promote
froedom, liberty, and justice for all {you know, democracy) or promoting causes that threaten
the civil and human rights of the most vulnerable people in our community.

We believe that the editorial staff of The Oregonian made grave error in timing and judgement
by publishing thig lighthearted piece normalizing the leader of a violent nationalist movement,
which even went so far as to call him a “prophet”. The right-wing movement comprised of
people in red hats has one goal: the maintenance of white supremacy through ethnic and
racial cleansing. They brag about planning and committing violence in our community and
regularly incite violence in public space around the city and region. To publish a piece when
the country is enduring a wave of fascist terrorism is, as @coreypein succinctly put it, “simply
depraved”

The Oregonian has engaged unconscionable, unethical, and dangerous behavior; accordingly,
community response has been swift and sharp criticism and outrage. To promate the public
safety and ensure Portland is truly a Sanctuary City, we ask you to join us in demanding that
The Oregonian recongile their poor judgment and timing with its impact on ottr community by
taking the following actions: ¢



1. Retract and issue a front-page apology to our community for pubiishir;g ihé "The
misunderstood Joey Gibson" article '

2. No longer employ Elizabeth Hovde in any capacity, compensating her for work, printing
her writing et¢

3. Discontinue the practice of lending fascists a platform to recruit and legitimize their
hate

To drive home the seriousness of this issute, we are calling for a strategic boycott of Oregonian
advertisers with a focus on local businesses where Oregonians spend their hard-earned
dollars. We ask that that the companies listed below withdraw all their advertising dollars from
the Oregonian effective immediately. Your dollars are being used to directly platform viclent
white supremacist organizations. If you are a consumer joining in this boycott, please sign
your name to the petition in support. '

[if vou are a business on this list, and you've withdrawn your advertising doilars from The
QOregonian, please notify us at boycott@pdxresistance.org and we'll remove you fromiit.]

Affordable Lawn and Garden
503-891-5776

Amiton Furniture
503-665-5095

Atiyeh Brothers
503-639-8642

Beldon (Siding/Gutters)
971-247-4035, 971-588-2231



Bergman, Draper, Oslund
503-548-6345
@Bergmanlegal

City Liquidators
503-230-7716, 503-238-4477
@Cityliguidators

Clark Public Utilities
{customerservice) 503-285-9141
@ClarkPUD

Columbia Credit Union
503-285-4521
@ColumbiaCl

Columbia Theater Assoc. for the Performing Arts
admin offices; 360-423-1011, (360) 575-8499
@CTPAtheatre

Dignified Pet Services
503-885-2211, 503-783-6115

Exercise Equipment NW
commercial office: 503-584-0500 Exi 2

Fred Meyer
Kroeger Media Relations: 513-762-4000
3800 SE 22nd



Frad's Sound of Music
503-234-5341

Get Smart Oregon
971-634-1634
@Qetsmartoregon

Howell's Home and Floral
503-255-2001

Jake's Waterproofing Company
B03-379-8684

Loen Nursery
5(03-625-b4b4

Maloy's Jewelry
503-223-4720

Neii Kelly Remodeling
503-288-7461
@NeilKellyCo

NW Natural Appliance Center
503-303-0835, 503-894-5104

Options Counseling and Family Services
541-687-6983
@OptionsCFS

Oregon Historical Society



Commes Dir.; 503-306-5221
@0rHist

Pacific Residential Mortgage
503-699-5626
@PacResMortgage

Portland Hauling
503-777-2387

Portland Opera
Admin: 503-241-1407, Patron Services: 503-241-1802
@portlandopera

Portland Saturday Market
503-222-6072
@PDXsatmkt

Portland Youth Phitharmonic
503.223.5939

@pdxyouthphil

Providence Hospitals
media: 503-893-6367, 503-893-6313
@providenceoregon

Sunrise Landscape
503-658-1828

The Spring Living, Lake Oswego
503-635-7000



The Whole 9 Yards
503-223-2880

@woy

Tigard Landmark Ford, Lincoln
503-639-1131

Wheels for Wishes (make-a-wish foundation)
503-388-5588

Winemaker Dinners PDX
503-343-357%, 503-972-0194
@ClassicWinesAux

Start a petition of your own

Start a petition of

Chis petition starter stood up and took action. Will yoy do the samg?'
Starf a petitign

Updates

Reasons for signing

Regort a policy violation
Complete your signature

First name

Last name

Email

Beaverton, 97008
United States

ElDisplay my name and comment on this petition
Sign this petition




By signing, you accept Change.org's Terms of Service and Privacy Policy, and agree to
receive occassonal emails about campaugns on Change.org. You can unsubscribe at any
time.

Today: Portland's is counting on you

Portland's Resistance nseds your help with “Demand The Oregonian Stop Platforming
Violent Racism”. Join Portland's and 5,176 supporters today.

Sign this petition

Sign this petition S — e
COMPANY COMMUNITY
About Blog
Impact Press
Careers
Team
SUPPORT ~ CONNECT
Help Twitter
Guides Facebook
Privacy
Policies
: English (United States) _ | - h |

© 2018, Change.org, PBC Certified B Corporation
This site is protected by reCAPTCHA and the Gaogle Privacy Policy and Terms of Service apply.
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6 Men Indicted For Cider Riot! Brawl In Portland

by Rebecca Ellis (https:/www.opb.org/contributorirebecca-ellis/) OPB Aug. 22, 2019 7:05 p.m. | Updated: Aug. 23, 2019

bra
637 am.

Six-
Six men have been indicted for rioting, following a brawl that took place at a Portland cidery mel

back in May between far-right protesters and pub patrons, possibly with ties to the antifa.  indi

Joey Gibson, the leader of the far-right Patriot Prayer group in Vancouver, was among the
half-dozen indicted Thursday by a grand jury. The other five include Christopher Ponte, 37,
Ian Kramer, 45, Mackenzie Lewis, 29, Matthew Cooper, 24, and Russell Schultz, 50.

A spokesperson for the Multnomah County District Attorney’s Office said he could not
speculate on the men’s political leanings.

But, according to a $1 million lawsuit filed after the brawl, at least five of the men now
indicted were connected with Patriot Prayer, a far-right group that attracts white supremacists
and has engaged in violence.

The lawsuit, filed by the owner of the cidery in May, alleges Gibson, Cooper, Lewis, and
Kramer “battered” patrons, with Kramer cracking one woman on the head with a baton,
knocking her unconscious. According to the lawsuit, Ponte has “participated in Patriot Prayer
activities since its inception.”

The only man indicted who is not named in the Cider Riot lawsuit is 50-year-old Russell
Schultz. The Guardian has reported
(https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/jun/16/portland-proud-boys-alleged-attack-
man-patriot-prayer-joey-gibson) that Schultz is a “known attendee” at Patriot Prayer rallies.

The indictments arise the same day as new videos surfaced by the Portland Mercury
(https:/ /www.portlandmercury.com/blogtown/2019/08/22/27017873/new-evidence-shows-
joey-gibsons-role-in-planning-may-day-attack-at-cider-riot), which reveal a group of Patriot



Prayer members waiting near the cider bar for instructions from Gibson and chatting about
the weapons they had brought. The pub, called Cider Riot!, was hosting an event promoted by
Portland’s anti-fascist group, Rose City Antifa.

Gibson has maintained his innocence, insisting he had been unjustly targeted by the county’s
district attorney as a way to halt the far-right protests that were slated for downtown Pertland
a few days after his arrest.

“Instead of arresting the criminals, they decided to charge me with rioting,” Gibson told
reporters last Friday outside the Multnomah County Detention Center before turning himself
in.“They’re trying to silence us.”

All six men face one count of felony rioting, which can carry a sentence of up to five years.

More News

(https://www.opb.org/news/article/ oregn-highway-22—closed—tanker-crash—diesel-spill /)

Oregon Highway 22 Closed Due To Tanker Crash, Diesel Spill (hitps://Aww.opb.org/news/article/oregon-highway-22-closed-
tanker-crash-diesel-spill/)
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OFFICE OF
COMMISSIONER
CHLOE EUDALY

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Statement from Commissloner Chloe Eudaly on the Portland Police Bureau’s Text Messages

PORTLAND, OREGON, February 15, 2019 - In November, during the debate over Mayor Wheelers
then proposed Protest Ordinance, | asked the following questions (among others):

1) Portlanders have sustained countless injuries at the hands of the Portland Police Bureau. | can't
recall of any instances of protestors from Proud Boys or Patriot Prayer being seriously injured by
police. Is this accurate? If 50, how do you explain this?

2) Can the Portland Police Bureaus explicitly and unequivocally state that Patriot Prayer, Proud Boys,
and similar alt-right, white supremacist gangs are a significant threat to our public safety?

3) During the August 4 protest, my understanding was there were wezapons check-points because of
the threat of gun violence. Yet, media reports indicate that the Proud Boys and Patriot Prayer were
able to breeze by these check-points. Can you explain what happened? Why was no one arrested?

While | received answers to most of my questions, | was unsatisfied with many of ¢he responses. |
expected a firm declaration opposing white supremacy and ait-right hate groups, and { believe
Portianders expected that as well,

Just this week, during our evaluation of Portland's involvement in the joint Terrorism Task Force, |
questioned federal officials as to whether the FBi has committed enough rescurces 1o investigate
right-wing and white nationalist extremists who were responsible for 100% of extremist fatalities in
2018. | was unsatisfied with thelr response as well, and it directly informed my vote to leave the JTTF.

The reporting done by Katie Shepherd at the Willamette Week and Alex Zielinski at the Portland
Mercury confirms what many of us have suspected: there is an inappropriate relationship between
some PPB members and Patriot Prayer, We have yet to find out the full extent of &l relationships
that exist and palicy violations that have been committed.

| fully support Commissioner ja Ann Hardesiy's call for PPB 1o receive the @raining designed by the
western States Center and for an independent Investigation into collaboration between members of
the Portland Police Bureau and white supremacist and right-wing extremist groups and individuals. i
also call for Bistrict Attorney Underhill to take swift action on the matter of policy viclations and the
rise of white supramacist viclerce.

This revelation has only served to confirm suspictons and deepen the divide between the PPB and
the community. Al members of our police bureau must fellow our rules and uphold our progressive
vaiues, not aid and abet groups and individuals bent on doing harm to our communities and
respensible for terrorizing our city. :

——  — —— o __————— ]
Contact: Margaux Weeke, 503-823-3064, margaux.weeke@portlandoregon.pov
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Mayor Wheeler and Chief Qutiaw’s interview with
The Oregonian: full transcript

By Gordon R Frisantan | The Oregoman/Oregonlive | Postad August 06, 2083 at 04:16 P4 | Updated August D6, 3009 at D417 P

55
shares

& Comments

{Chief Danielle OQultaw and Mayor Ted Wheeler pictured in 2017. Stephanic Yao
Lang/The Oreganian)

The following is 5 transcript of Portland Mayor Ted Wheeler and Police Chief Danfelle
Outlaw’s inferview on Monday with reportfer Gorden R. Friedman of The Oregonian See
more coverage based on this interview here.

GORDON FRIEDMAN, Portland City Hall reparter: We're on the record, just so
everybody's clear. Thanks again Tor making time to meet with me.

Mavor, we've talked about this a little bit before and | wanted to circle back. Can you give
a bit of an outline of how you see your role aspolice commissioner, how you've
apprcached that role?



TED WHEELER, mayor of Portland. Sure. This might be somewhat repetitive. | see my

role as police commissionar as providing strategic oversight, support and accountability
for the bureaw.

And to give you an example of what strategic aversight means, for example, last year,
prior to the May Day protests we had a convening of federal, state and jocal law
enforcement that included the U.S. attorney, the district attorney, the chief, sheriff and
ofhrers. And [ put down what | wouid describe as broad strategic directives.

And 've been very consistent In these broad strategic directives since | took office. No
violenge. No vandalism. Degscalate situations —

FRIEDMAN: These are for protests?

WHEELER: Yes. Protect people’s First Amendment rights. Enforce the law. Buttdont
operationalize these. rely on the chief and her command staif to actually operationaiize
those broad strategic initiatives when it comes fo demonstratiors and protests.

FRIEDMAN: |5 that different from how you might give a directlon to any other bureau
director? You say, Plerming Bureau, 1 want thiz done?

WHEELER: It depends on the bureau, but generally, yes, it is the same strategy. For
example, Bureau of Planning and Sustainability might be a little bit of an outlier because
that is a bureau about vision in terms of planning and the environment and
sustainability. But the Bureau of Development Services, the warlk they do around code
enforcemant, permitting — that is an expertise. Itis very detailed and requires raining,

FRIEDMAN: You don't tell them how to do their job.

WHEELFR: No. no. And to be in law enforcement reguires specific raining and
cartification. And | believe it is my respansibility and my rele to provids broad strategic
cversight. But it is the job of the police chief and the command staff to operationalize
that strategic direction.

ERIEDMAN: Is there anything you think the general public misunderstands about breing
pallce commissioner?

WHEELER: You know, that's a hard question for me to answer because it requires me to
put rayself in ofher peoples’ headspace. There is definitely a balance that L have to strike
both in terms of supporting the Police Bureau — making sure they have the teols and the
resources thay nead to do their jobs effectively. But | also have an important role to play
when it comes to aversight and accountability.

FRIEDMAN: How would you define that oversight and accountability role?

WHEELER: Well. when it coras to oversight and accouniability, | am the last stage in the
discipline ¢hain. As you know, there are natlonwide conversations about policing. And
Portiand 1s not immuna from those conversations.

Eirst of all, people te) me they respect and they support cur Police Bureau. But they
want to make sure ihe Police Bureau continues to be responsive to the needs of our
cornmunity. That often requires a balancing act.



FRIEDMAN: How has the city been preparing for the August 17 demonstration?

WHEELER: 1"l give a general averview and then !'ll turn it over to the chilef. She's hara
because she’s the operational expert,

Firct of all, we are starting with the assumption that violence is a possibility on Avgust
17. There is considerable public information out there to leads us to believe that peapla
are ot least considering comiag froen all sver the courdry. Some are being very clear that
they intend to come here to engagein violence. Others have indicated that they will be
bringing weaponry with them.

So, what we have been doing here at the local level is making sure first of alt that we
build a coalition of support that we need. We've been meeting with federal, state,
regional and focal law enforcement partners to make sure we have the resources that we
need. We've been developing coltaborations to make sure that the reen and women of
the Pollce Burgau who are going to be on the groumt have the support that they need.

We've been meeting with the district attomney to talk about what it would Icok like if we
have large numbers of arrests. We continue to meet with the governor’s staff to talk
ahout resources there. Internatly, here at the city of Portiand, we've been meeting with
our key bureaus to taik about how bureaus could better align and coordinate for August
17.

Importantly, we're bringing together a large coalition. On August 14, we're bringing
together elected officials, business folks, ingtitution leaders, fatih leaders, civll rights
jeaders and others.

We're going to send a unified message o the resi of this country. which is that we do not
accept violence in this community. If you are thinking of coming to Portiand, Oregon, to
engage in acts of violence, we don't want you. That's the bottom fine. We will be making
that very clear, that viclence is not a Portland value. It is unacceptable.

But if you do come, we will be ready for you. The Police Bureau will have the support and
the resources they need to enforce the laws. And they will.

FRIEDMAN: {'ve heard that you have either been asked to or have made calis to nearby
|urisdictions on the mutual aid guestion. True?

WHEELER: 'm not going to get into all of the specific discussions we've had because 1
dor't want to put us at a disadvantage. But | will tell you we have been broad in terms of
our dutreach to make sure we have the partners and resources we need on August 17.
And we will.

FRIEDMAN: Have you considered asking for National Guard mobilization from the
governor?

WHEELER: The Natlonal Guard and the Parttard Pollce Bureau have been training
regulatly on crowd control issues. That is ane mare potential too! in the toolkit, but i'm
not golag to get into whether or ot we have specifically asked for National Guard
support.



FRIEDMAN: So, what can the publlc expect to be different about this protest, in terms of
the city's response, the city’s preparations?

WHEELER: They will see — it wiil be obvious to people that we are prepared and that we
are well-resourced.

FRIEDMAN: So, more persoanal?

WHEELER: Yes. And they will also have dlarlty prior to the event, pnce again, that the
directives are clear. We will not accept viclence or vandalism. We will protect the rights
of assemnbly and free speech. We will enforce the law,

FRIEDMAN: Why do you think this happers herg?

WHEELER: | have a ¢ouple of thoughts on that, Well, let me give some context and then
Jumpin to what | believe the answer is, Context: Portland has a long history of embracing
the most important of American values. Those are the rights 1o assembly and the rights
to free speech. And we're proud of pratecting those core American values. But we have
to be hanest with ourselves and acknowledge that in recent years things have taken a bit
of a dark turn.

There are a imited number of people who on oceasion cheose ta come to our beautiful,
our progressive, our vibrant ¢ity 1o engage in acts of violence and vandalism. In other
words, they are subverting that right to assembly and free speech for the purpose of
committing violence. And that is not accepiable.

Why do they come to Portland? | think they comie to Portland because it gives them a
platfarm, Thay know that this is not consistent with our vaiues. They know that § they
come here ¢confllet is almast guaranieed.

Whai they're looking for is conflict. They know that their message will then be magnified
by the international media.

FRIEDMAN: When you say conflict is guaranteed what do you mean by that?

WHEELER: All you need to do is look at social media, at some of the things that are going
back and forth, that are being said. There are clearly people whoe are going o come from
all over the country. I've seen information from Florida, Wyoming, Montana, [dahe,
certainly Washington and elsewhere.

People are at least saying they intend in come here — many of whom are saying they
intend to come here armed. Many who are saying they will commit acts of violence.

And, of course, thare are paaple here who are saying it you bring that we're going 1o
mesat you in kind.

Sa, confiict is nearly guaranteed, which puts the men and women of the Police Bureau in
the unanviahie pasition of maintaining separation and of mainiaining the peace, which |
believe they will be well-prepared to do,



FRIEDMAN: | think when people hear you talk about the folks who come from out of town

and cause prablems here, they feel that it disregards Portland’s homegrown antifa
movement.

WHEELER: That has been one nazrative, In fact, thet is an unsubsiantiated varrative
that's been carried in the last several weeks but some in what | would call extreme media
S0Urces.

The fact of the matter is | have been unequivocal and clear that this isn't about people’s
palitical beliefs. this is about behavior.

1 and others have made it clear we do not acgept vialence. | have said en many occasions
that viclence is not the end to a political means. 1 condamn viclence regardless of who is
engaged in the act of viclenee. Violence is not part of Portland's eulture. Viotence will not
be accepted here,

It pecple are coming hete, o people who are already here, think August 17is an
opportunity to ¢ngage in viclence they are going 1o be disappointad. Because we will
have the resources, we will have the 1ools, we will have the partnerships and we will
enforcethe law. And we will enforce it regardless of whe itis and no matter what their
political beliefs ars.

FRIEDMAN: There is a common perception that sometimes the laws have net been
enforced. For exarmple, protest permit laws. Or someone can assault someane or hit
someone at a protest and run away and, almost with impunity, evade arrest, s that
going o be different?

WHEELER: I'm going to turn that over to the chief, but I've got to say | totally dispute the
premise of that question. ! dispute that narrative.

There are some situations where the police nead to have adequate resources on hand in
order to he able to go into a situation safely. Theirjobis to enforce the law, not be
martyrs.

The second thing 1 would say is that in every instance that I'm aware of where there has
been a documented case of violence, the police have done what they can do in order to
bring justice to those who ware impacted by the violence. And |l turn it aver to the chief.

DANIELLE CUTLAW. chief of police: | think that's & similar question to what Maxine
[Bernstein, reporter at The Oregonitan] asked me this morning and Il share with you
what | shared with her.

Given that we have social media, information is so readily available and it's s0 real-time.
Depending on who's capturing the information it's just a snapshot of what's ooeurring.
And then oftentimes weli hear the perspective of whomever thatis offering their
narrative behind it,

1 cannot think of — and obviously |'m not everywhere at once and that's the whole point
we're making. The police can't be everywhers at all {imes.



if something happens it’s not that we stand there. That perception and that narrative
basically says that we just stand there with our hands in our pockets and allow these
things to occur. :

. .
With the last ane, on June 29, it was brief, Very brief. And yes, there are different
circumstances depending on what's going on at the time, dapending on the resources
we have available — meaning persannel — to address it

The response isn't going to ba the same each and every time, Just because an arres!
isr't made right then ang there — that means we have (o go after the fact, conduct an
nvestigation and make an arrest on Ehe back end. The challenge with that is that we've
ialked about being able to identify.

But we also have to be realistic and recognize that there’s a culture within those who are
out there who — they know who these folks are, But they're not necessarily going to
come to the police and say, ‘Hey Portiand Police Bureau, | know who this person is.” We
would like for them te. But ultimately, that person gives a statemenl, that person
teslifies in court, so on and so forth. So, there's a lot of different factors as to when and
arrest or why an arrest would or would not take place.

But | think it's not aceurate to pinpoint snapshots in time from a few or 2 handful of
incidents and say the Police Bureau sits back and does nothing, because we have
managed hundreds of these things and there are anly a handiul that have gotten
attention.

FRIEDMAN: Allow me ko push back a [ittle bit.
DUTLAW: Piease.

FRIEDMAN: There's several exampies like the scuffle outside Kelly's Qlympian. Or — |
can't pick a specific date out of my heat — but tha protests | have personally covered or
those that my colleaguas have covered, spending hiours on the ground right where the
police or othar participanis ave, there will be scuffles where people hit each other or use
weapons against each other, As soon as the police start closing in, oftentimes they run
away. Peopie are wearing masks.

WHEELER: The police run away? Who runs away?

FRIEDMAN: No, no. The desnonstrators will run away. The people who were beating each
ottier up run away and they're not arested. That is the perception of notintervening.
Doas that make sense?

OUTLAW: It kind of does. But you kind of answered the guestion too. When we go back
and talk about resources — and [ don't wani to get too down in the weeds because we're
planning tactically, we have people who are planning to counter our tactics.

But it's a huge, wida chasm between ‘tha police do absolutely nothing’ and *the police
closed in_' So. the police were there. The police did close in. And they ran away.



It sounds fike I’m hearing you say, ‘But you guys didn't run after them.” So. my guestions
would be: Did we have the akifity ta go after them at that time? Did we put out
something out over the air — "Hey we just witnessed this, this and this, here's the
descriptions’ — and there was a subsequent Investigation that began and now we'ra
having issues with identification? { dont know.

FRIEDMAN: Is that difficult for the police to do — to chase after those people or identify
them afferward?

OUTLAW: Yes. Yas. The answer is yes. Initially, again I'm jusi —
FRIEDMAN: Yol can generalize.

CUTLAW: Yes, let’s generallze. If the police are assigned to & certain area here, {o be
right here,

[Outlaw taps at the fable.]

And those specific resources now take off. This is all hypothetical. not ralated 1o the
gxampia that you're giving, It now moves those resources from where we needed them
in the first place, which is why it's important to communicate over the aic and explain
whal yeu have so hopefully if — o — there are other or additional resources to address
those who took off —

]

FRIEDMAN: So, an officer somewhere slse?

OUTLAW : Exactly. Butifwe don't have an officer somewhere else because everyone's
assigned to a very critical posltion, that gets left for fellow up.

But | wilt acknowledge, 'm not completely naive in knowing how thesa things have
evolved over time.

There's also, and | explained this with Maxine this morning as well, we're the entryway,
wa're the front gate to the criminal justice system. The discussion that was had some
tiene ago around mutvai combat, what you're talking about is @ culturs of interpretation
of what the laws are.

There was room — and I'm glad the conversation came out around muiual combat so
there's ciear definitions of what the legal interpretations are of what mutual combat
would be, what wilt be charged, enforced, so onand so forth. So, when you msntian the
indecent at...

FRIEDMARM: Kelly's Olympian? The bar?

CUTLAW: Yes, at Kelly's Olympian. | think that's when the conversation really came out
and was had. And | remember specifically after that, we didn’t put out pictures right
away. but we did respond. That was an after-the-faci thing.

But the guestion, a3 a coramunity member, § would he asking is, 'Is there a sense of
urgency to follow up and investigate? The answer is yes.



But i think after that event it made it ctear that we needed to heighten our level or

urgency sven though there were groups of people who came and chose to fight each
other.

FRIEDMAM: Moving on from that, on August 17 if there are people who are pmtesﬁng
and it's not permitted, will they be cited for that?

CUTLAW: We will do everything that we have in aur taolbeit to make sure that it's
enforved.

FRIEDMARN: Mayor, do you see a situation i which you can suppoert the anti-masks
proposal the chief has talked about?

WHEEL ER; We're looking at il. As you well know, Gordon, the Oregon Constitution
through Article 1, Section 8 has the most expansive First Arnendment rights ascribed be
individuals. It's much stronger than the U.5. Constitution. So, the queshion that we're
leoking at is whether or not seme version of that could pass constitutional muster here
in the state of Oregon.

And fjust want to be clear, the bar is very high in the state of Oregon. That's not Decsuse
of anything we do here. It's because of Article 1. Section &.1would encourage people to
take a hard lock af it.

But we're looking at a whole host of different strategies that coutd be deptoyed. None of
thern couid get through the City Council between now and the seventeenth. As you
know, at a minimum it would take us — there's more conversation. But my bottem line
for August 17 is wa'll be ready.

FRIEDMAN: Why do you think the Councll has been silent?

WHEELER: I'm nat going 1o speak for the Councll. I've been very transparent. | have been
very avatiable. But [ cannot speak for my colleagues.

FRIECMAN: I8 it hard ta build support from them to speak out and get behind some sort
of policy or message?

WHEELER: They wili be standing with the rest of us on August 14 as we speak out against
violenca in this community, We're going to speak out with one voice, a broad volce and a
loud voice. They'll be there.

FRIEDMAN: There's baen a question in my mind — the free speech argument for these
events seems 1o teruous. When you go to one, when you observe one. it aimost always
becomes a brawl.

Da you buy the free speech argument that these people are actually trying to say
something and exercise their speach, or de you think thay're more like organized brawls
unger the pretext of it being a free speech event?

WHEFLER: The people thak I'm concerned about on August 17, as | said, they are
subverting, in my opinlon, these core American values of the right to assembly and the
right to free speech to come to our community, to comimit acts of violence and
vandalism.



There's no question in my Mind that some people are hiding behind the protections of
the First Amendment buf whose clearly stated intentions are {o come here to commit
acts of viclence. Violence is not protecied by the First Amendment.

FRIEDMAN: Right. How are we doing on time?

EILEEN PARK, Wheeler's communications director: | was just going to teil you. Time
check, four minutes.

FRIEDMAN: OK. Thank you. | Just wanted to go back to o thing —

WHEELER: | just want to underscore it. Violence o our streets is unacceptable
regardless of who perpeirates i,

FRIEDMAN: Do you think any police foree inany other malor metropolitan city in
America would allow this to ¢continue as long as it has?

WHEELER: What do you mean by that?

FRIEDMAN: |t seems that this is the only city in the United States wherz this happens
with regularity. I'm trying to figure out why that is.

WHEELER: | want to go hack fo what | said earlier. There were over 200 dermonstrations
in this ¢ity jast year. Two hungred. We have a long history of demonstration and counter-
demonstration. And of those 200 demonstrations, 200 plus, wa had in the last year only
a handful ended ug in viclence.

That's not ta in any way condone the violence that we did kave. The viokence is
completely unacceptable. We do not accept violence.

The key for us 0 make sure the Police Bureau has the tools. the resources, the training,
the partnerships and the options that they need to be able to enforce the law. That
means no vialence, No vandalism. Don't lef people shut ihe city down because people
need to be able o conduct Their lives and go ahout their busingss. And protect the righis
of people who are engaged Inlegitimate, peaceful free speech activities.

QUTLAW: But Gordon —

WHEELER: Let me just finish, chief, The why it happens is just what | said earlier. We are
a successful, thriving. progressive community.

This ic taking place ina much larger cantext whera haie speech, geperaliy. has escalated
tremendously in the last few years. We saw violence In other parts of the country this
last weekend that fit inte that conversation. Some of the same kind of hate speech that
fuels the bioodshed we saw this past weekend is what Is also incentivizing people to
coime to Portland, Oregon.

FRIEDMAM: it's a cycle.



WHEELER:; Ii is. And 50, the way we stop it — that's a really good way of loeking at i 1t
spins itself up.

The way we stop it is number onie, we rake it clear that we will not accept acts of
violence. And it you are going to coms here ta commit acts of violence, we don't want
you. But to state again. if you do come, we'll be ready, We don't accept violence and we
will enforce the law.

QUTLAW: | was just going to say though, the question as it's asked intimates that the
Police Buraau are the only ones that arg respensible for keeping these things from
happening. And [ don't think that’s the case.

WHEELER: Good point.

QUTLAW: This Is a colleciive respanse. This 1s not only a city response. This is a Police
Burgau respanse. 1t's a community response. Public safety is a community concern. 11's
not solsly that of the Police Bureau.

Especially when you talk about events and the uncertainty and how they ¢can g0 outdoors
= it's much easier to contain or enforce when you're in 2 contained ervironment. But
we're talking about situations that ean go mobile at the drop a dime. Plannied,
unplanned, all of that.

1€'s not something that the police are going to arrest their way out of, Mever. It's never
going t0 ba that way. S0, | think theve is 2 mistake in putting the onus solely on the Palice
Bureau as the ones that are going o stop and flx the whala thing.

WHEELER: That is a really impertant point and Il tell you what I'm hearing from my
constituents. They'rs tired of it. They don't care who's perpetrating the viclence, They're
tired of i,

Whether it's peopte who live here or people who are coming hare from elsewhere to
engage in acts of violence, the bottom line is at the and of the day, everybody goes

hame. but the people of this city. more generally are stuck with the consequences,

That's why | think the chiaf is completely right.

This is a broad caalition. And that's why it's so Imporiant on August 14 we're asking
pecple to come and stand with us at Pioneser Square to send 2 very ciear messags {o
people here and all across the coundry that we appose violance and that we wilit not
tolerate it,

END OF INTERVIEW.
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(Mayor Ted Wheeler pictured outside Portland Cily Hall. Mark Graves/Staff)

Portland Mayor Ted Wheeler spoke with Gordon R, Fifedman, the city government reporier for The
Oregonian/OregonLive on Monday, Excerpts of the intarview, in the mayor’s office at City Hall, has been
edited for length and clarity.

Read more covergee based on this interview here.

The interview began with Wheeler's evaluation of his time in office.

TED WHEELER: “it's going well. }i's where I'd expect us 1o be 18 months in. It's a challenging policy
enwironment, but | set very clear objectives for the first part of this administration. | said | wanted to lay
the foundation for my governance and that included building relations with the City Council, with bureau
directors, making sure we had the right leaders in place, making sure we're communicating with
community groups that have an interest in of policymaking. { feel that we did that,



We've obviously had a very busy first year and a haif and you've seen it around housing, homeiessness,
policing issues, infrastructure policy, work we've done around economic prosperity, workforce
development, contracting, procurement, public safety, emergency management - it's been a prolific 18
months in my perspective. It's been a marathon at a sprinter’s pace.

GORDON FRIEDMAN: | think one of the issues most on residents’ minds Is homelessness. You've made
pledges as a candidate and as mayor to effectively address the causes of homelessness here and help
people get into housing. | think it’s fair to say the average person driving around town, walking araund
town, might wonder what’s going on. Because the problem seems to be getting worse in a lot of places,
Can you teli me what you pian, specifically -

TED WHEELER: When i ran [ was very clear about what | would do. | would increase our investments
around prevention, increase our partnerships with the county and other community partners, | was very
clear that we'd invest much more in shelier space o get people off the streets, out of doorways, out from
overpasses and get them connected with services - whatever services they need. whether it's mentat
health whether its addiction or economic resaurces, ['ve delivered on every one of those counts and 've
delivered in a substantial way.

We've more than doubled shelter capacity from the year prior to my taking office. We have increased our
contributions to the Jeint Office of Homeless Services by over 130 percent, Last year we provided
prevention services to 6,000 households. We transitioned 5,000 pecple from shelier or from the streets
into housing.

In terms of the actual housing we have significantly increased our investments on housing. if you go back

to my State of the City speech - by the end of 2015 we will triple the number of affordable housing units
we deliver to the market over the year prior to my efection.

Here's what's going on: this is not just a local issue. We have an obligation at the local level 1o do
everything we can with the resources we have. And we do those things. But we're never going to solve
homelessness — not here in Portland, not here in any major city in America - if we keep assuming that it is
purely a local issue.

There's a larger dynamic that's going on here and I'm going to talk about this a fot in the next two years.
The federal government has withdrawn its support through HUD for affordable housing at the community
level by 85 percent since the 1980s. Which means local governmaents, which don't have anywhere near the
tax base or the economic capacity, have been asked to take up the slack. Local governments will never be
able to take up that slack,

Secondly, addiction. We have a national addiction problern and we have a global additian crisis. We can
respond to it at the local level, but we don't have the resourees to stop the national addition issue in
Portiand on eur own.

Third, commumity based mental health delivery. There's a lot of good paople and good organizations here,
But the need is absolutely swamping the capacity that we have at the local {evel.

Az you know there are structural economic issues that are causing a lot of people to tip into homelessness
for economic reasons. And not just young pecple, a lot of older adults too.

This is something | really want Lo stress: we will do as much as we can locally with housing, prevention,
services, economic help. But until we have an acknowiedgement that this is a national crisis it will not be
solved at the local level, We'll be talking about this in a decade, in 20 years.

FRIEDMAN: | know you can’t fiat away poverty.



WHEELER: No. But we don't even have an acknowledgement yet that this is a national issue. The majority
of peopte have been lulled into believing this can be solved at the local level, If that were true we wouldn't
have the problems we have all the way up and down the west coast, in the Midwest, on the East Coast, and
frankly, in virtually every large city in the world right now. And you're right, the problem is getting worse,

1

We're doing what we can. If people are expeéting the mayor of Portland to sclve the problem of
homelessness they're going to be sorely disappointed and that's just the truth. I'll do what | can. I've been
more aggressive than any prior mayor on this subject.

FRIEDMAN: | know it’s a difficult problem.
WHEELER: |t's nearly intractable.

FRIEDMAN: But there are certain things you can do. You're the housing commissioner. you're the police
commissioner, you're in charge of development. Do you think we're using the housing bond dollars well
enough, fast enough?

WHEELER: | do. And there's an audit that will take place sometime in the next coupte of manths, That’s the
auditor’s business, but she's auditing.

What | can tell you is this: the bond promised 1,300 uniis of affordable housing in a five- to seven-year
timeframe. We're 18 months into that timeframe and we've delivered nearly half of what was promised in
the bond.

FRIEDMAN: Not in terms of actual rentals, people {lving in units though.
WHEELER: In terms of units either built, under construction or -

MICHAEL COX, CHIEF OF STAFF: You're right, there's a time lag identifying a set of unils and defming
those as going to be used with bond doliars.

WHEFLER; My pledge to the public is I will deliver at least the 1,300 units promised and | will deliver them
within the five- to seven-year timeframe, but probably a lot faster. And, if the constitutional amendment
passes in November, and I'm ane of the strongest proponents of that, we can probably gat even more out
of it.

COX: When you say delivered sir, do you mean we have identified and earmarked them, do you mean we
have broken ground, do you mean sibbon cutting? There’s a definitional issue here.

WHEELER: Dalivered or in the pipeline.

WHEELER: I've been here 18 months and here's what 've delivered. Qur housing pipeline through the
Housing Bureau is way ahead of where it’s ever been in terms of the number of units delivered, the number
currently in the pipeline. The housing bond, which | inherited, is not only on track | believe it's well ahead
of scheduie.

FRIEDMAN: Your critics will say it's not enovgh.
WHEELER: My critics will always say it's not enough.
FRIEDMAN: Are they right ¥o 3 certain extent?

WHEELER: What is it they think we should be doing ihat we're not?



FRIEDMAN: If you ook at the 2035 Comprehensive Plan there's parts of the city that are exempt from
density requirements — those are the more affluent neighborhoods. When you look at what Poriland does
in terms of buitding public housing, compared to East {oast cities where if there's not enough public

housing people freeze on the straets, they'd say we should be doing more like what East Coasi cities do.
Building more heousing projects. _ '

WHEELER: We don't have the same financial resources. If you're talking Boston or New York City, we're a
much smaller city and our financial resources are much, much smaller. With the resources we have |
believe we're maximizing our leverage. Could we do more? Yeah. People should pass the bond when it
comes on the ballot in Navember. Let's do more.

FRIEDMAN: The Metro housing bond?

WHEELER: Yeah. And people should pass the constitutional amendment, so we can partner alongside
private sector institutions.

FRIEDMAN: You know The Oregonian did an analysis of arrests by the Police Bureau and found that more
than half the arrests were of homeless people. The vast majority arrested were for non-violent offenses.

I'm curious about your reaction to this, bui also if there are any steps you're going to take in response to
this.

WHEELER: The Police Buresau is going to respond.
FRIEDMAN: Yau're in charge of the Police Bureaus,

WHEELER: | am the police commissioner. | know Chief [Daniefie] Cutlaw and her staff are highly eager and
rmotivated to respond. And what | heard this morning is they met with at least one of thereporters. They
provided what they thought was good data, good informatien and they do not believe that data or
information was taken into account. So, they will be providing the response.

FRIEDMAN: Are you going to order the Police Bureau to do a review of their practices?
WHEELER: They should always review their practices.
FRIEDMAN: But in response to this story -

WHEELER: One of the things | did in my last budget is we hired a person in the Police Bursau who will work
with us to address issues related to homelessness. And ane of the questions that will be asked is how
many of those arrests resuited from calls versus proactive policing. That's of interest to me because
probably 80 percent of the calls we get in this office, maybe S0 percent, are people complaining about
criminal activity, Offen times the people commiitting that criminal activity are homelasas, but not always.
So, the question is are they arresting people for criminal activity in response to a citizen complaint or are
they proactively going out there and hassling homeless people? | didn't get an answer reading that report.

FRIEDMAN: Homeless people are approximately 3 percent of Portland'’s population but make up more
than half the people arrested, so what does that telt you?

WHEELER: i could play with statistics with you afl day long. Off the record —
FRIEDMAN: No. na, no. | don't want to go off the record on this because | think it's important.

WHEFLER: We don't have enough information based an a newspaper articte to come to a conclusion. Does
it warrant further evaluation? Of course, it does. Certainly, it does.

FRIEDMAN: So, is there going to be a specific evaluation ordered because of this?



WHEELER: { believe Independent Police Review is already involved. Am | wrong?

COX: | think the American Civil Liberties Union has made some requesi. | don’t know that that's gone
forward. Are you saying is it a bureau management thing or aninquest?

FRIEDMAN: No, I'm asking -

WHEELER: We all read the article. We're interested. Does it warrant further evaluation, yes? Yeah of course
it does,

FRIEDMAN: Was there a response to the ACLU's ietier? They requested an investigation.

WHEELER: They can request it. They can go to IPR, They know that. They can start that. | haven't
responded. t just got back from vacation.

COX: it's an ongoing set of discussions about how those conversations are going to be structured.

FRIEDMAN: It's hecome clear that these Patriot Prayer rallies are scheduled fistlighis.

WHEELER: Weli-advertised.

FRIEDMAN: Well-advertised. They've broken out into riots. Are you going to continue allowing permits for
these events?

WHEELER: We have two objectives. Number one, profect the public safety. Two, give space for people to
exercise their First Amendment rights. If it gets to the point where the public safety is endangered, then
the police intervene, and they've done that on numerous occasions.

You know | tried to have Patrict Prayer not come to Portland a week after three people were attacked ona
train. And the alleged perpetrator was associated with this group. | was not trying to say you ca n't protest.
| was trying to say this isn't the right time. | was saying that with rights come responsibilities and this is
not a good time to come to Pertland, Oregon and have this rally.

Frankly, } was worried about public safety and so was the Police Bureau. They were concerned about mass
casualties as one potential cutcome. | was uniformly excoriated by the press for that decision.

So now we're in what | think is in the best place we can be as a police force and as a city, which is protect
the public. In advance we often set parameters. We tell people you can’t block transit, can't take the
bridges, can't block freeways because it's commeon sense you don't do those things. But we also provide
the space for people to express their First Amendment rights.

It's no secret that I'm no fan of the pecple fram Vancouver who come down here and spout their venom.
Their intentions have been ~ Joey Gibson made it very clear that his objective was o get the cops and
Antifa into it with each othet. The Police Bureau, having gone through this exercise a number of times, is
smarter than that. They understand people are going to try to drag them in. Their objective is to focus
relentlessly on giving people space to exercise their rights and protect the public.

FRIEDMAN: | know you're hetween a rock —

WHEELER: {t's not between a rock and a hard place. it's a no-win. It's managing the situation best we can
with the resources we have. { think on a whole the Police Bureau has done a fantastic job.

FRIEDMAN: Are you going to run for re-election?



WHEELER: Po you think | should?
FRIEDMAN: They don't pay me for my opinions.

WHEELER: | haven't made that decision. | will say this: My objective for my administration is fo bring
people together o solve some of these really difficult issues. Portland has never been more prosperous,
and it has never been afflicied with as many issues.

| get up in the morning and by the time |'ve gone to bed there's three or four or five new crises that weren't
there when | started the day. That's what being mayor of Portland is about. Trying to drive your agenda
while also addressing the crises dit Jour —and it's crises du jour, not crisis dujour. I've got a great team.
They're highly motivated. We've got great partners in the community. | feel well supportad by the public.

it's not a fun job. I'm not going to sit here and tell you that it's fun. It's not a fun job. If's a meaningful job.
And if | leave this job giving people a sense that we can work together as a comimunity to solve these
probiems — and we’re already seeing goed partnerships developing. Ultimately what | want to people to
have is a sense of civic pride, a collective sense that this city is a good place 1o live, work, raise a family,

It's much harder than | expected it to be, just in terms of the number of issues and how significant they
are. It gets back to my theme. If peaple are waiting for Ted Wheeler to solve these problems alone they're
ultimately going to be disappointed. [ think the best thing | can do is provide a means of bringing people
together. Giving them spirit, Giving them hope. We are making progress, but we're only 18 months in.

FRIEDMAN: Sco, you're keeping the door open?

WHEELER: Absolutely. | haven't made any decisions. I'm not going to make a decision on this until Labor
Day of next year. We're early in. At the end of the day the public, they'll either - I'll have a stronger sense.
This is a two-way street. This i$n't just about what | want. { have my skillset, my expectations about what
my team and | can accomplish. We're looking only at this term right now.

At the end of the day we have to evaluate if it's a good fit. Is it a good fit for me? Is it a good fit for the
public? Am | right guy for them? It's too early to teil.

Now, | have a question for you. off the record.

INTERVIEW CONCLUDES OFF THE RECORD.

Nate o readars: if yau panchase aonnathing through one of our affiliste lnks we may #ara 2 corrission.
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Portland police try hands-off approach as more protests
planned

Updated Jan 09, 2019,
Pasted Aug 17, 2017

shares

By Mol r ania Live

Carrection appended below

Up to 1,500 people are expected to descend Friday on the downtown Portland waterfront for

a rally and march in solidarity with the people attacked by white supremacists and neo-Nazis
in Charlottesvitle last week.

Gregory McKeivey, one of the leaders of organizing group Portland’s Resistance, said he
expects to see the biggest crowd since thousands swarmed the city afier President Donald
Trump's inauguration.

| Cfick for Ad




"Like Charlottesville, Portland has recently been a victim of right-wing hate and white
supremacy crimes,” McKelvey said. "We feel that pain, too, and so we want to show that city
we stand with them.” '

The number of people who are planning 1o attend once again shifts attention to how Portland
police will respond.

Since the election, police have tried various tactics to deal with large crowds of protesters,
and, increasingly, counter-protesters.

Sgt. Jeff Niiya, who has been studying how to handle group protests since Occupy Portland,
said each event presents case-by-case variables. The police presence will be minimal Friday,
he said, despite past marches and rallies where police in riot gear heavily patrolied the
crowds and used tear gas, rubber bullets and pepper spray to subdue viclence.

"I'm giving a fot of trust to them because they say they are going to handle it,” Niiya said. "}
told them | hope we can leave the past in the past and have a successful march.”

Niiya spends his time surveying social media to gauge the intent of protest organizers and
how many people might show up. He reaches out to leaders on all sides -- counter-protesters,
too -- to talk about what theyre expecting and what they hope to achieve.

He said he wants to make sure Portland police take into account marchers' safety concerns
as well as city residents’ worries.

Niiya is also conscious of how past enforcement strategies have looked to protesters and the
outside.

Some members of anti-fascist groups have been arrested and charged with disorderly
conduct and interfering with police and often are dispersed by police because officers say
they throw bricks, bottles and other objects.



During an especially large "Patriot Prayer” raily June 4, a wall of police cleared downtown's
Chapman Square of hundreds of anti-fascist demonstrators after water bottles and other
things flew.

The police response then wasn't about picking sides, Niiya said, it was about officer safety.

"If you hadn't been focusing on us and instead been focusing on the Patriots, you could have
stood there all day long and yelled and screamed at them," Niiya said.

A spokesperson from Rose City Antifa, one of the largest antifa groups in Portland, didn't
respond to requests for comment.

For Friday. McKelvey said he thinks that the protest will be peaceful if left alone by city
officials. The march will start at 5:30 p.m. and last until 7 p:m. -- McKelvey said vandalism and
other trouble starts after dark.

But he alse wants clarity about what's allowed and what isn't. In the past, his group has
marched across bridges and in the streets. At subsequent marches, they weren't allowed to
do either. He said he's willing to follow the rules, if he knows what they are, becauseit's a
matter of safety for his supporters.

"We need to know what we can and can't do and what will elicit a violent response,” McKelvey
said.

Mcielvey and anti-fascist group members have complained that police often push them
back, arrest them or hoid them back from marching when far-right events are largely
uninterrupted. Niiya knows this and is now trying to hold police back as much as possible
from feeding the narrative that they're backing groups that advocate white supremacy.
oppose immigrants and deride feminism.

"We don't take sides in these conflicts," Niiya said. *| don't like us standing between the two



groups and, if there's a march, | don't like us marching alongside them.”

But that light touch led several physical altercations 10 go on unabated at an Aug. 6 march
led by far-right organizer Joey Gibson of Vancouver and his Patriot Prayer group.

" unite ungjg ra shared ggs;t me conservative ideology Iasted more than hah‘ an hour wuth
several scuffles escalating from punches thrown and flags burned to extended brawls.

Gibson said he tried to use his bullborn to break up the fights, but he thinks a lot of people
come from both sides with the express purpose of throwing fists. In the future, he plans to

ask people who don't want to fight 1o ring the group, sc that the clashes are contained within
the rally.

Police were also unhapypy with the violence that day and Niiya said he's planning {o rethink
police strategy before Gibson's next rally.

Gibson has set a Sept. 10 event where the featured speakers are people who want to preserve
standing Confederate menuments -- the issue that sparked the Virginia conflict and less
violent ones across the South. He expects the largest crowd yet, with far-right supporters
flying infrom across the country.

Gibson said he expects to take "extira precautions," wouldn't say what those may be.

“I'm in a really hard spot bacause Patrict Prayer promotes peace and love but at the same
time it's about standing up for what you believe in and you don't stand down," Gibson said. "if
you're not going to stand down, antifa is going to come and be violent. How do we stop that
without being violent ourselves, without brawling in the streets?"




Niiya has monitored the news reports of Gibson's protests in other cities including Seattle
and San Francisco, but also factors in how Gibson's message will play in Portland, where he
expects people won't welcome the presence of Confederate flags.

Niiva said he talks with the groups about how they can deal with that. He wants leaders to
police themselves as much as possible, but if police see people breaking the law, they will
infervene.

"We're doing a lot of this work on the back end to make sure it's safe and peopie have their
constitutional rights to proiest and communicate and do all the things we love about this
country,” Niiya said. "And do it safely.”

But Gibson blamed counter-protesters for the majority of the incidents. His comments echo
Trump's remarks Tuesday that the violence in Charlottesville, where one woman was killed
and dozens more injured, was as much a fault of anti-fascist and anti-racist groups as it was
the white supremacists who acted violently.

Gibson said he denounces violence in his videos and in person during the speech-making
time at rallies. but he said he can't controt the responses of his supporters to counter-
protesters.

“it takes real discipline and it takes real strength to get people to see the bigger picture and
to not use viclence," he said.

(An earfier version of this story misspelfed Sgt. Jeff Niiva's name.)

-- Molly Harbarger
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1221 EW ik Ave Ste 230, Porjand, OR 97204
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STATEMENT FROM COMMISSIONER JO ANN HARDESTY REGARDING PPB
TEXTS WITH PATRIOT PRAYER LEADER

News Release frem Potiand Commissioner Jo Ann Hardesty
Posted on FlashAlert: February 14th, 2019 5:09 PM

I am not shocked, and | am nof sumprised at today's reporfing of Lt Jeff Niya's collaboralion with Patriot Prayer lsader Joey Givson over
text to provide aid and support for thek hate marches. This story, like many that bave come before i, simply confirs what many in the
sammunity have already knewn — there are members of the Portland pelice force who work in callusion with right-wing extremists,

The time for indignation and feigned outrage is past, and the fime for meaningful accountability is here. Thare are many examptes of the
Mayor and the Cily Gouncil standing by, wringing our hands, wishing we could take action. Today i a new opportunity to demand the
policing cur community deserves — policing that treats aii community members with respect and allows for peacaful protest free of
intimidation and bias.

We have fslled before, but we do not need to continue 1o fail. The incidents we hear about ara not “one off's” but everyday examples of a
broken policing syster in Portland that musi be addressed. | look forward to supporting actions of accountabifity, | ask that the Mayor and
Police Chief Qutlaw take swift action and | will also be hare to demand justice ¥ that calt is not met.

| stand with the Council o American-Islamic Relations (CAIR) and other community groups whao ask for the following:

The Cily accelerates the Western States designed training that came oui of the recent resolution condemning whits supremacy and

An ndependent investigation into collaboration betwsen Porfland Pallce and ait-rightiwhite supremacists groups and individuals, with the
investigator being chosen by community groups

Contact Info:

hardestymedia@poriiandaregon.gov it fuwww potiandotegon.govimallo: hardestymedia@portiandoregon. gov

Reports

hitpeAiwww portlandrercUry.com/blogiown/201 2/02/14/25885838Mexds-show-protective-relationship-batween-porfland-cops-and-patriot-
prayer {htips:/iwww. porilsndmercury com/blogtoenti2018102/14/258358 36 exts-show-protective-relstionship-between-patiand-cops-and-patriot-prayer)

hitps:faww wwesk cominews/Courts/2019/02/1 4texts-between-poriand-police-and-patriot-praysr-ringlead er-joey-gibson-show-wanmm-
exchange! {bipssiwew.portlandmercury.convblogiown/2019/02/14/25585836 exts-show-proteciive-relationship-betwesn-portiand-cops-and-patfol-prayer)
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Opinion

Elizabeth Hovde: The misunderstood Joey
Gibson

Updated Jan 29, 2019; Posted Oct 28, 2018

9

shares

By Elizabeth Hovde | For The Oregonian/Qregonlive

"We're here to talk to students," Joey Gibson told me Tuesday before his Patriot Prayer
rally at Washington State University Vancouver. And that's exactly what he did.

For two hours, | watched challenging, inquisitive, respectful conversations happening
on the campus plaza between people of different political persuasions. Instead of the
violence predicted, Gibson brought something we need more of: talk that leads to
increased understanding about opposing thoughts and the people behind them. It was
the kind of conversation that helps people find common ground. (Disclosure: I'm a
WSUV adjunct professor who had a lot of interest in seeing how things went down on
campus.)

Advertisement



| here was zero violence at the rally, as no groups showed up to ofter it. Just in case, 15
lark County sherigf'ts ¢ ities were th re alongside campus police. | sa
_ e . ] _Subscribe
Washington Staté®PHPb1 trooper, as weil. The deputies | spoke with before wie rallsgnin - search
e were-comfortable-with the situation and told - me they felt-very supported-in-their law—— —

keeping efforts. "That's why we work over here," one Clark County deputy said.

Contrast that with what has occurred at recent protests in Portland. The violence
there prompted Daryl Turner, the president of the Portland police union, to call on
Portland City Council members "to quit sitting on their hands," decry violence, hold
people accountable and "support our officers when we act to preserve public safety.”

Turner also wrote in a recent Facebook post, "Our officers and our community face
those who believe they can harass, assault and victimize Portlanders at will with no
threat of arrest, indictment or conviction.” After discussing the balance needed for
protecting free speech and ensuring safety, Turner called the city out for a "culture of
enablement"” that's partly responsible for putting Portland in national headlines.

Advertisement

Mayor Ted Wheeler and the Portland City Council need to make it clear that Portland's
streets are not open for takeovers and violent behavior. Free speech can happen
without hijacking other citizens' ability to move about safely.

The Patriot Prayer rallies in Vancouver this week were refreshing and productive, even
if not well-attended. At Tuesday's rally, | counted about 100 people, a mix of curious
students, supporters, media and the police. That's not surprising. Antifa didn't show.
Concerned about students' safety, the university’s chancellor and some professors
advised students to ignore the speakers and avoid the event. [t was left up to

individual nrafecenre whathear tn hnld flace that dav and conme rancalasd
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Meging the questuoaet’t?n aswer tim : [ ason facilitated, there wasglicag  ment
er

about Initiative 1639 a gun- control proposal on Washlngton state's ballo’[ Some 1 A

undermme the ability to have guns in homes for self-defense. Supporters of the
initiative said that any effort to prevent gun violence should overrule concerns.

Advertisement

Everyone | talked to, however, agreed that the rally itself was tame and respectful.
Student Julianna Christian said concern about Patriot Prayer "was blown out of
proportion" and much of it biased. She said the warnings and worry made campus "a
ghost town."

"The guy who walked up to us and gave us information was super nice," student
Agnes Moldovan told me. "l thought it'd be crazy. But it was just a good conversation.”

A.J. Alonzo, a former student of mine who had been in the area of a recent Portland
protest, was at the WSU raily. He echoed Union President Turner's concerns about
police protection in Portland.

Contrary to what Alonzo had been told to expect, he said he didn't see or hear a
message of white supremacy or racism. "Students were asking why there would be
white supremacists on campus.” He shook his head and exclaimed, "This is a protest
about gun rights!" Patriot Prayer. by the way, is led by guys who aren't white, and there
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Connecting and having conversations -- even with racists that Gibson says he
disagrees with -- is a main practice of Gibson's and one he talked about at length
Tuesday. You have a better chance of changing someone's opinion that way, Patriot
Prayer leaders argued.

If more regulations aren't the answer to address a violent society, asked one student,
what is? in his answer, Gibson sounded like a modern-day prophet. "The answer is
spiritual,” he said.

Those words echoed his earlier speech. He said that for himself, freedom was second
only to God. "The reason 1 do what | do is | believe in God. | believe in Jesus, and |
believe he is the answer to some of the biggest problems that we have in this country.”

Gibson didn't look like the harasser and violent bully |'ve been reading about, even if he
attracts white nationalists and violent counter-protesters. I'll keep watching, but |
think he's far more unigue in this region: Gibson has unpopular thoughts about
freedom, guns, abortion and spirituality, and he voices them on a public stage.

Advertisement

Before the rally, students made signs and wrote words like "love" and "unity” in chalk



where Gibson would apnear. Much of the political activist's talk incorporated that
Membage. He wag,t8ind  onaloto .. mmon ground. Subscribe
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Joey Gibson, Five Others Formally
Indicted for May 1 Melee at Northeast
Portland Bar

The indictment follows the arrest of the six
men for their actions outside Cider Riot.

PSALES Y

By Nigel Jaguiss | Published August 22, 2019 Updated August 23, 2019

Patriot Prayer leader Joey Gibson and five other men were formally indicted
today by Multnomah County District Attorney Rod Underhill today on a charge of
felony riot for their role in the events outside Cider Riot in Northeast Portland on
May 1.

Those charges include Christopher Ponte, 37, Ian Kramer, 45, Gibson, 35,
Mackenzie Lewis, 29, Matthew Cooper, 24, and Russell Schultz, 50.



The indictment comes after the owner of Cider Riot filed a May 3 civil lawsuit
against Gibson and his allies, following a confrontation between them and a
group of antifacists that day. Kramer allegedly struck one woman with a metal
baton, knocking her unconscious and breaking a vertebrae.

In a statement the MCDA's office defined the alleged crime: "Under Oregon law, a
person commits the crime of riot if, while participating with five or more other
people, the individual engages in tumultuous and violent conduct and thereby
intentionally or recklessly creates a grave risk of causing public alarm," the
statement said, and added a pre-emptive explanation for those who will grouse
that no antifascists have been indicted for the riot.

"The Multnomah County District Attorney's Office does not prosecute individuals
based on their ideologies or affiliations with political or non-political
organizations," the statement said.
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THIS TOO SHALL PASS

This Too Shall Pass: Patriotic

Spitters and Other American
Women Heroes

by Elinor Jones

JUL 4, 2019
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ello, and THANK YOU for all the birthday messages sent to me
H telepathically last week. I sensed every last one right down to the essence of

my aura. ['m thrilled to have completed another lap around the sun, but
this orbit seemed even faster than the last, and frankly, I'm a bit dizzy. The
passage of time needs to slow its roll, okay? While I may be looking weathered, I've
got nothing on another entity celebrating a birthday this week, who's only getting
meaner, more forgetful, and worse with money. She’s turning 243 years old, and
her name is AMERICA.

So much is happening, and a lot of it is awful, but as a birthday treat to myself, I've
aggressively refused to read all the bad news, because my brow gets all furrowed
and if T age any uglier 'm going to start looking more haggard than our
democracy. So ¢’'mon! Let’s read the non-worst news of the day!

Hero Women

Presidential crotch-fruit Eric Trump was recently spat on by an employee of
Chicago cocktail bar the Aviary. The only upsetting thing about this is that it’s not
something that happens every day—but it should. And it should happen any time
anyone in the Trump family or their evil administration shows their face in public.
(Okay, not Barron. He’s a kid, and he’s probably not vaccinated, so his immune
system couldn’t handle spit.) The Aviary put out a statement about the incident
and the employee, reporting that they “placed her on leave.” Hear that? HER.
Women are out there doing the work!

Now sports: Nothing makes me feel more bonded with my fellow trashy
Americans than not caring about soccer, but that’s changing with the ongoing
Woimen's World Cup. American team captain Megan Rapinoe has engaged the
sports-apathetic like me by saying that, win or lose, she is “not going to the fucking
White House.” Trump, being a huge fucking crybaby, took to Twitter to whine
about how no one eool likes him, but because he’s an idiot, he tweeted at the
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The Oregonian has lost their focus. Giving a
voice to people who live only to stoke
violence and hatred is unforgivable. To claim
otherwise is not being balanced, it’s being
complicit.
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Portland activist ostracized, police criticized after
cooperation, communication exposed

Updated Jan 02, 201%;
Posted Dec 21, 2017

Portland activist June Davies(Shane Dixon Kavanaugh | The
Oregonian/Cregonlive)

shares

By ne Di Kavan The anian/0 ive




Sune Davies' first known message to the Portland police sergeanti's cell phone
seemed harmless enough.

Did police arrest a friend and fellow activist, Davies wanted to know, at a
demaonstration during the city's Fieet Week?

"No arrest,” Sgt. Jeff Niiya, texted back June 10. "Have a safe protest and evening.”

Over the next four months, Davies, a budding Portland activist, quietly exchanged
hundreds of texts with Niiya gmid a grounds rotest activity throughout the
summer and fall.

Then, in October, Davies' activist peers learned of the private exchanges. Alarmed,
they promptly published online copies of the communications Davies had shared
with them. [Read the text messages below]

Many swiftly severed ties with someone they feared had become a police informant,
ostracizing Davies. Some sent threats by text or Facebook.

"it was really, really bad,” Davies said in a recent interview with The
Oregonian/OregonLive.

The episode, which months later still rattles the city's activist community, deepened
the distrust of police for some and widened internal divisions among protesters.
Some criticize the bureau for preying on young and susceptible activists such as
Davies, essentially cultivating them as sources.



Others casf blame on Davies, who strenucusty denies any attempt to betray the
activists or their goals.

The now-public messages also provide a rare look into the way the Portland Police
Bureau develops refationships with activists, a tactic that's no secret but has rarely
been revealed in such detail. ‘

113

Gallery: Activist ostracized, police criticizeéi after cooperationh, communication
expose

Davies was particularly impressionable as someone who acknowledges struggling
with mental healih issues, homelessness for a part of this year and gender identity.

"The police preyed on one of the most vuinerable members of our community,” said
Gregory McKelvey, a co-founder of Portland's Resistance, a prominent activist group.

That's a charge police forcefully deny and one Davies dismisses,

"l knew exactly what | was doing when 1 started,” Davies, now 20, said. "l knew
exactly what my goals were.”

"I WANTED THE POLICE TO STOP BEATING PEOPLE UP"



Raised in Lake Oswego, Davies graduated from Lakeridge High School only a few
months before the 2016 presidential election and had never dabbled in politics
before. "

But Donald Trump's upset victory over Hillary Clinton in November of that year
prompted Davies, who identifies as nonbinary, to join thousands of protesters in
downtown Portland.

The streets became an immediate calling.

Davies, known to many as Gia, rapidly emerged as fixture at the left-wing marches,
rallies and demonstrations that swept across the city, according to more than a half-
dozen activists who spoke with The Oregonian/OregonLive.
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All but two of them declined to go on record, citing security concerns.

Davies, who attended actions organized by Portland's Resistance and other protest
groups, at times donned a hoodie and bandana alongside other anonymous activists
known as antifa.

Soon, Davies was in regular contact with other members of the activist community
on social media and encrypted messaging services like Signal. With a handful of
friends, Davies would go on to form a street medic team that assisted those injured
at protests.



In interviews with The Oregonian/OregonLive, Davies discussed being deeply
troubled with tactics Portland police use to maintain order. Dressed in military gear,
the officers sometimes fired tear gas, pepper spray and flash-bang canisters into
crowds. During tense confrontations, police used physical force and also
occasionally surrounded dozens of demonstrators into what is known as kettles.

Davies witnessed a lot of the controversial tactics firsthand.

“I wanted the police to stop beating people up and making unnecessary arrests,”
Davies said,

But Davies, who when younger entertained the idea of becoming a police officer, also
had sympathy for the riot cops. Protesters who turned violent or destroyed property
made Davies uneasy.

"In all honesty, | think that for the most part police are there to protect and serve,”
they said. "And for the most part, | think Portland police does a good job."

That was unpobular among activists, who have routinely criticized Portland police
over its handling of protests, and privately some began casting a suspicious eye on
Davies.

There was also trouble on another front.

P R S Y VP

QOutside of activism, Davies’ acknowledges struggling for much of the year. A host of
mentat health issues, including of anxiety, depression and bipolar episodes, plagued
Davies off and on. The young aclivist also spent several months homeless and living
on the streets in Portland.



It was during a parental estrangement that Davies recalled first meeting Niiya, a 20-

year police veleran and a presence at many protests and |arge public events since

the Occupy Portland movement. The police sergeant, whose Asian heritage the
Chinese-born Davies found ¢comforting, seemed to genuinely care.

When they met during Fleet Week in June, he gave his business card to Davies, a
practice now comimon among police.

"WE'RE WILLING TO HAVE A CONVERSATION"

Davies and Niiya remained in contact for months, their text messages show. Davies
inquired about friends arrested or under investigation, offering at one point 1o assist
police with a suspected arson case. Davies had met the suspect while living on the
streets and believed the woman was innocent.

The pair also regularly discussed police presence at events, with Nilya sometimes
providing suggestions to Davies about how activists might respond.

Davies recalled meeting with Niiya in person on a least four separate occasions
between June and October. Davies also spoke with the sergeant more than a half-
dozen times on the phone.

“| was trying to help my friends,” said Davies, who maintains nothing improper
occurred.

Portland police said it is common for officers hete and in other cities to
communicate with organizers and activists to determine the appropriate police
response. :



Lt. Ryan Lee, whose Rapid Response Team oversees jargs public protests and
gatherings, said someone like is Nifya is in touch with a handful of activists or
organizers at any given time.

"Anybody that's willing 1o help paint a better picture to ensure public safety of an
event, we're willing to have a conversation with,” Lee said. "We want to be able to talk
to members of the public and find cut what they need fromus.™

Lee also pushed back at the suggestion Niiya had cuitivated Davies as an informant,
characterizing the interactions instead as "community policing."

"If somebody from the community taiking o us at an event is characterized as an
informant, then anybody who talks to the police would be labeled an informant,” Lee
said.

Activists, however, claim Davies' exchanges with the police should raise alarms.

On muitiple occasions, Davies mentioned the names of fellow activists, protest plans
and tactics of various groups in advance. Davies was aiso in frequent contact with
Niiya during demonstrations, at times providing up-to-the-minute details about
coordination and logistics among activists.

"Part of resistance culture involves civil disobedience or actions that can violate laws
or social norms,” said Bob Brown, an anarchist and Portland State University
student who briefly ran the now-defunct local chapter of Refuse Fascism, a national
organization, that Davies joined. "You can easily incriminate yourself or your friends
by talking to the police.”



What drew the most outrage among activists like Brown and McKelvey was the way
they said Niiya appeared to target Davies' susceptibility.

In one September exchange, Davies provided a detailed list of suggestions for how
Portland police shouid staff an upcoming rally organized by the right-wing group
Patriot Prayer, which was expected to draw a large counterdemonstration.

"You might [be] chief soon!" Niiya texied in response to Davies' suggestions.

"I'm happy 1o coordinate strategy for vou and your superiors,"” Davies wrote bhack.
"But my name can never be attached withit.”

Later in the conversation, dated Sept. 8, Davies expressed doubt about police taking
up the proposal.

"Who says your plan is not happening?? We might surprise youl Haha," Niiya
responded.

The apparent coziness bothered Brown and others. "Some of the messages made
me feel sick reading them," he said.

Lee, the Portland police lieutenant, said Niiya's conduct with Davies was never
improper. "The way these texts have been portrayed by some members of the public
is very unfortunate," he said.

“I GOT DEPRESSED. | GOT SUICIDAL."

Still, Davies didn't seem to think ongoing contact with police was that problematic or
needed to remain a secret. In October, Davies told Brown and a few other members
of Refuse Fascism about their relationship with Niiya and |ater provided the group
screen shots of the text messages.

“June seemed to honestly believe they could tell police what to do and not to do at
protests,” Brown said. "The rest of us were like, 'What the heck?™




Several days later, a number of Portland activists began sharing the text exchanges
between Davies and Niiya along with an unsigned press release that read,
"ATTENTION: Police are using vulnerable activists as informants.”

Dozens of people cut off contact almost immediately and others demanded Davies
leave Portiand and never return. Some accused Davies of being an actual undercover
cop.

"| got depressed. | got suicidal," Davies said. "l didn't want to exist anymore.

The revelation has also continued to ripple through the city’s activist corrimunity.
There's an even greater distrust of Portland police now, some say. Many have
become wary or suspicious of political newcomers, making some groups more
insular and exclusive.

“It's already a circular firing squad, and people are paranoid,"” McKelvey said. "More
and more people are being accused of becoming informants.”

Davies reports having quit activism and rarely venturing downtown odit of fear.

Many former friends maintain Portland police are to biame for what happened to
Davies and express being worried. Yet they are also reluctant to reach out.

"June's someone who needs support, | think," Brown said. "A lot of us are
concerned.”

Davies finds the concern disingenuous. “They're not defending me," Davies said.
"They're just throwing me under the bus even more.”




-- Shane Dixon Kavanaugh
skavapaugh@oregonian.com
503-294-7632 || @shanedkavanaugh
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— Patriot Prayer, antifato face off in Portiand 6ne month -
after brutal riot

Updated Jan 29, 2015,
Posted Aug 02, 2018

By Shane Dixe naugh | T pgoni r

The street fights on June 30 fanned out across Southwest Second Avenue in
downtown Portland as dueling protesters pummeled, stomped and struck one
another.

Amid the melee, a masked left-wing activist suddenly charged Ethan Nordean, &
supporter of the right-wing group Patriot Prayer, and attempted twice to hit him with
a baton. '

Nordean, a hulking 28-year-old from Washington, responded with a single punch
that crumpled his adversary, leaving the man unconscious.

42 Rara History Photos Not Suitable For All
Audlences

42 Unedited Vintage Photos You Wort't Find In History
Books

[AD JHistary Daily




The moment, captured on video, encapsulated what activists and observers say was

thagapgt violent clash igel8 months ¢ ° imultuous street pspleshsin Portland, gne

. Weather .
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Footage of the beatdown has been used in the weeks since to energize right-wing
activists nationwide and recruit them to attend Patriot Prayer's next event here.

Nordean and his comrades will return to Portland on Saturday, ostensibly to attend

another "freedom march” organized by Joey Gibson, the group's leaderand a
Republican candidate for U.5. Senate in his home state of Washington.

And that could mean trouble.

Gibson has said he expects an array of out-of-town backers, whom he will escort to
Tom McCall Waterfront Park in buses outfitted with armed security guards. The
event is scheduted to begin at 12 p.m.

Some participants at his rally and march may be allowed to bring firearms, provided
they have an Oregon concealed handgun license. Others have spoken openly online
about gearing up for battle.

Those active in the movement nationwide say it may become the largest right-wing
demonstration in the U.S. this year.

AR e o . At B e . — - L - i i R ————

The gathering, like others led by Gibson, will face a contingent of counter-protesters.
who believe those who participate in Patriot Prayer events pose a threat to
villnerable members of their community.



“One thing we ail have in common is our opposition to white supremacy, transphobia

angigginiophobia,” saldﬁﬁie Baum, 1 : okesperson with Papilag Mobilization, which
formed with the sole purpose of mobilizing counter-protesters for Saturday®en'n  Seareh

The gmup‘s teamed up with local activist groups to organize phone banks, run public
service announcements on KBOO radio and churn out a series of promotional fliers
and online videos 1o urge people to participate.

8 4 2018 STOP THE HATE!

Organizers said they hope to draw as many as 1,000 people to City Hall starting at
10:30 a.m., with plans to then march to the Patriot Prayer rally on the waterfront.

The goal, organizers said, is to create a broad coalition of progressive Portlanders,
union members and social justice activists to augment the presence of the black-
clad antifascists, or antifa, who have forcefully confronted Gibson and his followers
during their evenis.

"When we show up en masse, we have a much better chance of preventing violence,"
Baum said.

How the demonstrations unfold will hinge in large part on the tactics employed by
the Portland Police Bureaut to provide public safety and protect the First Amendment
rights of participants.

Over the last year, the bureau has vaciltated between having a heavy police presence
aimed at keeping rival protest groups at arm's length and taking 2 more hands-off
approach as factions sometimes came to blows in the streets.
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"There's no cookie cutter response to these things,” Chief Danielle Qutlaw, who
became Portland's top cop in October, told The QOregonian/Qregontive in June.

A Portland police spokesman said he would not provide details until Friday.

Cities across the U.S. have seen street clashes and skirmishes erupt between right-
and left-wing groups since Donald Trump entered the White House. Portland has
emerged as one of the most contested centers, thanks in part to Gibson, @

Van er house flipper oliti vocateur.

Propelled into activism by Trump's presidential campaign, he has repeatedly
marched people into Portland under the premise of promoting patriotism,
Christianity and freedom, causes Gibson and other conservatives have accused the
liberal city of being intolerant toward.

Yet the political message that Gibson and his supporters ¢laim to espouse has been
eclipsed by their apparentinterest in drawing counter-protesters into physical
confrontations. Helmets and body armor have appeared at Patriot Prayer events
with as much regularity as American flags and red Make America Great Again
baseball hats.
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Gibson has been criticized because his demonstrations have also attracted white
nationalists and others who promote racist or bigoted views, including Jeremy
Christian, the man accused of murdering iwo men aboard a MAX train after he
launched into an anti-Muslim rant last year.

Even as the Patriot Prayer ieader moved {0 denounce racists, some have continued
to participate in his events. Members of white supremacist groups such Identity
Evropa and Stormers PDX have attend rallies held by Gibson in Portland in the last
nine months,

Gibson has also faced criticism for his affiliation with members of the Proud Boys,
whose profile has i in recen nths. Founded by conservative writer and
political commentator Gavin Mclinnes, the group bills itself as a street-fighting "pro-
Western fraternal organization."

Members have also made regular appearances alongside Gibson at his rallies in the
Portland area. A number of them, outfitted in yeliow and black Fred Perry polo shirts,
have tangled with counter-protesters, throwing punches and drawing blood.

Among them is Nordean, who is widely known by his nom de guerre Rufio Panman —
areference to a character in "Hook," a film about Peter Pan and his Lost Boys.

"They glorify violence and are prepared to engage init," said Heidi Beirich, a deputy
director with the Southern Poverty Law Center, which monitors right-wing groups
across the U.S.

To be clear, some antifascist activists do not shy away from the fight.
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A spokesman for Rose City Antifa, a prominent antifascist group in Portland, said its

 Subscribe

members physically confront their political opponents in the streets as a means to
keep others in the city out of harm's way.

“We make no apologies for the use of force in keeping our communities safe from

the scourge of right-wing violence," said the spokesman, who identified himself only
by his first name David.

Members of the loosely-organized group often shield their identity to avoid
becoming targets of law enforcement or political opponents.

Despite concerns over the ongeing ¢lashes, the city has indicated it's unwilling to
intervene. Mayor Ted Wheeler received widespread condemnation tast year when he
tried to derail a pro-Trump rally organized by Gibson only days afier the faial MAX
train stabbing.

Police arrasted 14 people at the event, which remained relatively peaceful despite
drawing several thousand people to protest against it.

Since the June 4, 2017 demonstration, Patriot Prayer has held nine other official
marches or demonstrations in Portiand, nearly all of them drawing police and
counter-protesters.




“It's no secret that I'm no fan of the people from Vancouver who come down here

angfgfiyt their venom,é%&lheeler sz ¢ Gibson and his sugpektges in a recent
Weather T Sien
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Still, the mayor conceded the clgshes would likely continue. “It's a no-win. It's
managing the situation best we can with the resources we have.”

Gibson, meanwhile, has ramped up his personal insulis against Wheeler, pubiicly
calling the mayor a "hypocrite” and a "liar" and blaming him, in part. for the violence
at his rallies.

In recent weeks, the Patriot Prayer leader has also broadened his attacks to include
Portland itself.

“It's one of the most hateful, darkest towns in the country,” he said in an online video
published in late June, "It's time to bring something good to a city that's so bad.”

The next day, Gibson and several dozen supporters — many of whom traveled from
outside the Northwest — arrived in downtown Portland by bus to hold arally and
march.

Portland police declared the event a riot after tensions between Patriof Prayer
supporters and local anti-fascist activists came 1o a head and viclence erupted.
Officers deployed flash bangs and other crowd deterrents when Patriof Prayer
demonstrators and counter-protesters came to blows mere blocks from the heart of
downtown.

At various points, groups of men charged counter-demonstrators in response to
provocations. In one instance, a several surrounded a man eon the ground, repeatedly
stomping him.

Nine people were arrested. At least a half-dozen wound up in the hospital.

"The street violence | saw on June 30 was the worst | have seen at any event since
Charlottesville,” said Jason Wilson, a journalist with The Guardian, a British-based
publication.

Wilson has covered multiple protests in the U.S., inciuding the one in the Virginia
college town last summer that ended when paolice say a white nationalist drove a car
into a group of counter-protesters, killing one of them.



But the melee in Portland has alsc galvanized many right-wing activists. Footage of

Noprisdp's knockout pumit_‘h quickly n: >hed into viral videg gliggglecfully shared by
conservative news out ot and thousands of supporters on social media. "0 Search

Alex Jones, a conspiracy theorist and host of provocative news show InfoWars, flew
Nordean to Austin last month for an in-studio interview about the infamous punch.
The beat down was also celebrated by Mcinnes, who had the young man on his
popular internet talk show.

"Major wars, major events can pivot on the slightest thing," Mcinnes said. "This
entire war has just changed and it's all because of this unbelievable punch. The
greatest punch in the history of Trump's presidency.”

Gibson has also not shied away from touting the video. In a Facebook Live video this
week, he referred to Nordean as a "national hero,” one who was inspiring others to
turn out for Saturday.

Beirich of the Southern Poverty Law Center said that Proud Boys chapters from
around the country were in fact responding to Gibson's call for action,

"This weekend is starting o look like the biggest rally of the year that the far-right
will hold," she said. "I could be combustible."

-- Shane Dixon Kavanaugh
kavan re

503-294-7632 || @shanedkavangugh
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Mayor Wheeler wants federal gov't to pull permit for alt-right protest
onjune 4

Dy KATU Staff AA

Monday, May 25th 2017

iayor Tet YWheefer news conference on May 29, 2077

PORTLAND, Ore, — Portland Mayor Ted Wheeler has called for the federal government to pull
its permit for an alt-right protest scheduled for next Sunday, June 4.



"Frur~p Frre 0. ech Rally Portland” is scheduled to begin at 2 p.m. at fgg,erally co&tgolied
Terry Schivurik rlaza in downtown Portland.

Another protest called #MarchAgainstSharia is scheduled for Saturday, june 10, also at the
Tetry Schrunk Plaza.

Joey Gibson, a Vancouver resident and video blogger, is organizing both gatherings, He has
invited Kyle Chapman, an online celebrity known as “Based Stickman,” to the june 4 rally.
Chapman was arrested at a Berkeley, California rally earlier this year on charges of suspected
felony assault when he allegedly hit a left-wing protester in the head with a signpost.

"My concern is they're coming here to peddle a message of hatred and bigotry,” Wheeler said
in a news conference Monday. "They have a First Amendment right to speak, but hate speech
is not protected.”

The ACLU of Oregon tweeted the mayor cannot revoke or deny a permit "based on the
viewpoint of the demonstrators .., we are all free to reject and protest ideas we don't agree
with. That is a core, fundamentat freedom of the United States.”

The "alt-right” group has pledged to fight "antifa," a group of militant leftists. KATU's news
partners at Wlllamette Week wrote an in-depth piece explaining what each group stands for
and why they've taken to Portland’s streets to fight each other.

Mayor Wheeler's statement comes several days after two men were kilied and another was
injured aboard a MAX train. A man named Jeremy Christian was arrested on murder,
attempted murder and hate crime charges. The FBI is working 1o determine whether the
attack classifies as a federal hate crime or domestic terrorism.

Wheeler says he has asked the city of Portland not to issue any permits for alt-right protests

on June 4 or june 10. But the June 4 rally is being held at Schrunk Plaza, which the federal
government controls.

"Our city is in mourning, our community's anger is real, and the timing and subject of these
events can only exacerbate an already difficult situation,” Wheeler wrote.

During an afternoon news conference, he pralsed the men who stood up against the accused
attacker.

“



Rick Bart, B2, or 1 Taliesin Myrddin Namkai Meche, 23, died in the atta%l%oMicah Flg}t;her, 21,70,
remains hospitalized with serious injuries.

"They will service for many generations to come {0 inspire us to be loving and courageous
people, That's what we are meant to be," Wheeler said. "They were willing 1o give it all. Two of
them did, and a third lays in a hospital. That's inspiring me, t0o0.”

Mayor Ted Wheeler news conference on May 29, 2017

Mayar Ted Wheeler news conference or Moy 29, 2017

READ MORE: 'He couidn't just stand by and do nothing™: MAX stabbing hero's son

After Wheeler made the announcement, in a Faceboaok post Gibson rejected the mayor’s call
for the federal government to pull his group's permit, citing his right to free speech and
suggesting that if the event is not permitted it could get out of control.

“Mayor Wheeler will not convinge me to cancel the rally. | will not do that for several reasons,”
he said. “One reason is that if | cancel this rally and if we don't have a permit, you're talking
about hundreds of people just showlng up in the park with no leadership, no voice of reason,
nothing.”



He added that if he canceled the event, his group would not be able to control who comesin
and out of the park.

“If they pull our permits, we cannot kick out the white supremadists, we cannot kick out the
Nazis,” he said.

“Qur speakers aren't going to be filled with any hate,” Gibson said.
He said his group has nothing to do with the stabbing suspect.
Here's Mayor Wheeler's fuil statement:

On Friday three men Rick Best, Taliesin Myrddin Namkai-Meche, and Micah Fletcher stood up
against bigotry and hatred. Two paid with their lives. A third was seriously injured.

Our community remains in shock and mourning. But we are also tremendously grateful to our
heroes ond their families for their selflessness and heroism. They wili serve to inspire us to be the
loving, courageous peopie we are meant to be,

As Mayor, | wanted to update you on a few developmenis:
1) | have reached out to ol of the victims and their families, including the two women who were

terrarized and subjected to such hatred and bigotry. | have offered my unconditional assistance
and support, day or night.

70°



2) Fhave oo m-d that the City of Portiond has NOT and will not issue any ?grmits fog ;;be alt n;g% .
events schedulea on june 4th or june 10th. The Federal government controls permiiting for Shrunk
Plaza, and it is my understanding that they have issued o permit for the event on june 4ih.

3) { am calling on the federaf government to IMMEDIATELY REVOKE the permit(s) they have issued
for the june 4th event and to not issue g permit for june 10th. Cur City is in mourning, our
community’s anger s real, and the timing and subject of these events can only exacerbate an
already difficult situation.

4) I am appeaiing to the organizers of the alt-right demonstrations to CANCEL the events they have
scheduled on june 4th and june 10th. | urge them to ask their supporters to stay away from
Portiand. There is never a place for bigotry or hatred in our community, and especially not now.

5) Fam calling on every elecied leader in Oregon, every legal agency, every level of low enforcement
to stand with me in preventing another fragedy.

6) When and If the time is right for them, | would like to work with the families to find an
oppropriate woy to permanently remember their sacrifice and honor their courage. Their heroism
is now part of the fegacy of this great city and | want future generations to remember whot
happened here, and why, so that it might serve to both eradicate hatred and inspire future
generations to stand up for the right values like Rick, Tallesin, and Micah did last week.

ALLERTISEMENT

Loading ...
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Mayotr Wheeler on violent Portland protest
"This is not the world | want to live in’

Wayor Ted Wheeler said he wlil be consulting community, business and Civil
rights leaders on how ¢ handle violent clashes in the fuilre.

PORTLAND, Ore. — Poriand Mayor Ted Wheealsr spoke to the media on Monday for the first ime sice
and right-wing groups tlashed violently in downtown Portland on June 28,

Mayor Wheasler's stence on the vidlence was dear: he does not condone it. Me told media and the pub
during his press corference thet he plans to meel with palica, commuaity, business and civii rights leac
to discuss how to mitigate viglence when it comas o protasts,

t& Linasay Nadfich  @Lrdssybladieh - i 8 2040
Repiying lo §lindseyMadneh
Tkayor. “We're going to do &veryihing we can Lo make sure fiose
| who were engaged in acis of viokenos are brought o pstice.” :

]
% Lindsay Nadrich :
@LndsayNadrich :



Portland Poiice Chisf Daniellz Duitaw addressed previously in her own press conference how police:
Tesponged 1o the Incidert, Sie said bamning masks would help prevent viatant clashes,

"The right to assembly and free speech have been co-opted by a very small oroup of irdividuals who h
behind these important First Amendment values, not to ¢come here to Posiland 1o engage in demonstra
in favor orin opposition to particular vatues, but they come here instead with the intent to commit acts
violence,! Wheeler said,

in 2013, wheeler said thare wera mare than 200 protests, moest of which were peaceful, and atrfbuted
to the hard work of the Fortlane Police Bureau.

RELATED: Portiand police chije 5 banning mas ordinancs would hal it vielent
claghes

Further lauding the parformance of PPB, Wheeler said at leas! three demonstragons were going on
simidtanéausty on June 29 and he was glad the violence was not more widesprend.

‘Watch hayot Whiester's Pressed Story confinues belovs

LIVE: Portland mayor Ted Wheeler press eardarence

{it response W e suggestion made by Outlaw to ban masks during protests, Whaelar 28id he was nat
temforiabie taking a stance. He said ail idaas should be brought te the 01 as the convessalion arour
wiolent protests Conminues.

" want o hear mose about it” Wheeler sajd. *l certainly heard it during the press conference. | heard &
constitutional and potentlsl legal quastions that were raised. F want 10 have the opportutity to meet wit
[Chifef Outiaw] and wibri with har on her parspactives on it, so I'm not ready (o have a pasition on it tod

W

'

Portiang

@ Lindsay Madnch B nceeyNadtich - Jui g 2014 '
T Rerving b @Undsaylacde: )

! Mayor Wheeler says ba's working to reduce the acts of viokence
T and says Partland w0 a lawless dty. Says sl vear there were i
over 200 protests & the vast majonty anded without viclence.

Lindsay Nadrich
5 HLEdsagriadrich

Mayor Says some pecple cames to the city of Porttand to engage
in slreet fighting.

12:53 Pl - Jud 5, 2012



Mayor Whealer sald the viclence cornes to Porthand largely in the form of ouisiders.

s Aumber of the paople who have been engaged in vioience in the streets of this communlty; they are
in this community)” he sald. When those peopie rein horne, Wheeler said Portland is left to deal with
consequences.

Wheeler mentioned spedfically Joey Glbson and the Proud Boys, a right-wing group involved inthe
pratests, He seid he understted that Gibeon had ih the past corte to Portland with the irtention of incid
violence,

"It is my understanding that he carme here bacause he balieved he could get people on the left to aqits
agslinst \he police. Whiat kind of parson does that™ Whaeater said.

Conservative writer Andy Ngo was violently attacked diring the protest.

"Arady Nga, he and | dont agiee on much, he and | have cedainly had our disagresments in the past. O
this issue these i no Hght between us," Whaeler said. He ealled the vighence against Ngo "abhoveant.”

Many gthers had milkshakes theown atthem in the brawl thet broke out and Wheelsr s2it that he and
poilcs, koklng back, wdeistend how 2 tweet sent by the Portland Police Buraau may have been
migleading.

[ e

fj Portiand Police :
@PorlandPolics

Polica have received infatmation that eome of the milkshakeas
thrown today during the demonstration contained quick-drying
cement. Ve arle encouraging anyone hit with a substence today -
%o report i 0 polics, .
2EK 455 P - Jun 28, 2018 |

28. 1% peaple an talkiey b

[

—_ o — - ="

"The palice wers tiyl ng to give real-time infarmation to the public,” Whselar said. n retrospect. titey wa
probably agree that the word "may’ of ‘possibly’ shouid have been included in that wweet. but thelr inter
was to give the public more raal4ime formatisn, in the name of transparency®

After ihe mozt cecent viclent protests, Porfland Police Assocliatlon President Dary| Tuiner said the mayc
who also serves gs golice cormissioner, naeds to "remove e handcuffs fram our officers and et then
slop the violence theough strong and swift enforcement acion.”

Wheeier disagraed with Turnes’s statement.

“He crossed a fine when he publicly stated that | was pot sllowing the pelice to enforce the faw; Wheel
said. He said that Tumer's message was used as folsa proof by people, particularly In right-wing politics
cireles, thai he was keeping the pollee from doing thelr jobs.

“He contributed to the misinfommeaticn and Lhe noise, | don't think e did the Police Bureay any favers a
he certainly didn't do me any favars)' he said.

n &k, Wheeler sald that avan as the climate of protesiing has "taken a dark twn,® Portland & a sale
community. He diaims the vialence during protests is less widespread and happens less ofien,

When acked abaut 1he role Antifa has played in the vislence, Whealer said, "My message is the same ¢
everyeme. I you are coming here under the guise of First Amendment rights w assembly and frea spee
ot your actua! intertions are 1o commit scls of vidlence or 8 streat bvaw, | absolulely condemn that 10



Wheeler said there is ne timedne on when changes will be matde but he has a sense of urgency, He
claimed that aroups ame planning & raily out in fromt of his Mouse and other locations in Portand in e
coming weeks.

“Trustis samed.” Wheeler 58fd of wity the community should irust him to make changes. "What | hope t
know about is that that's not the world | want o live in"

Editor's noter A previcus version of this story Incorreclly siated thot Erasidont Donald Trump bwesied a
the protests. We've corrected the envor
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Patriot Prayer Leader Joey Gibson Charged With Felony Rioting

by lerry Lambe } 7.2 pm, August15th, 2019

UNINTERRUPTED LIVE FEEDS VIEW ALL
The leader of conservative group Patrict Prayer on Thursday was

. Watch Live: Anthony Pa rdon
charged with rioting in connection to a May Day incident at . Penalty Phase in Rachael

. L, Anderson Murder
Portland's Cider Riot cidery. L
Woatch Live: Jerry Buras on Trial

Joey Gibson, 36, said he was preparing to turn himself into ' in lowa Cold Case Murder of

authotities Thursday during a radio interview with Lars Larson. During - Michelle Martinko
the interview, Gibson alleged that the charges against him were ST
. . PR teh Live: B
brought in order to keep him from patticipating in protests currently : :\:’;jco:: roward County

scheduled for Saturday.

Adwertsemant
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sidewalk and got artacked.”

HY

ADVERTISING

Gibson is the fifth person to be charged fer the violent behavior
stemming from a brawl between right-wing protesters and
customers of the cidery that resulied in at ieast one person being
injured. Police also arrested Matthew Cooper and Russell Schultz on

Try free

feleny riot charges August 15.

According to the Oregonijan, Cider Riot had been hosting a May Day

celebration where several participants from an earlier demonstration TOPSTORIES
had gathered when approximately 20 right-wing protestets, including - . Blden Surrogate Toreed to
N : : : : * Resign’ from Demacratic Group
Gibson, arrived at the business and started a brawl with the Cider . Over Doctored Bernie Sanders
Riot patrons. Video from the day shows those involved in the melee Video
physically ighting and several people using chemical spray. 7 A
T " Roger Stane Judge Schedules
However, Gibson's lawyer James Buchal contended that the videos Conference Call. Will She Put
L L . . . 0] on the Spot?
do not show his client engaging in any riotous activity or being
violent, and warnad against what he deemed 1o be the government’s
- ! . . House Democrats’ Top
encroachment upon his client’s First Amendment rights. Impeachment Lawyer: If We
_ .. . HadLitigated b All, Then the
“If Mr. Gibson's conduct on May 1st constitutes ‘riot,” so does the President Wins’
conduct of thousands of peaceful demonstrators who have appeared
n the streets of Portland standing near violent Antifa members,” DeVos Allowed Group to
© sorro ¢ L . _ Accredit College with ‘No
Buchal said in a statement Thursday. “The District Attorney's decisioh : .. Students,NeFacuity, andNo
to destroy constitutional protections against free speech by charging Classrooms
a peaceful protester with a critme of violence makes this a dark day
. M Therapist Formerly Engagedto
for the ruie of law in Qregon. Drew Carey Was Murdered by
an Ex-Boyfriend: Cops
Buchal added that the chargas against Gibson were “part and parcel
of the dishonest campaign by Portland feaders to blame cut-of-town o
demonstrators for violence that began and persists because Antifa AROUND THEWER romoted o Revcntent

wants to shut down any right-wing demonstrations in Portiand.”
27 New Veterans Discounts
For 2020

The Cider Riot’s owner Abram Goldman-Armstrong in May filed a v
itary Finance

lawsuit against Gibson and four others in which he alleged that the
men were right-wing protesters who showed up at his place of

hitps:/lawandcrime com/high-profilefpatriot-prayer-leader-joey-gibson-charged-with-felony-riating/ 211
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Now Comparisons.org Guandry MD Jobm F. Kennedy's Daughter
Give it Love Reveals Her Endorsement for

President

TIPS

Pramaled by Reveontent .
Have a tip or story idea? Email us.

Or to keep it ahonymous, click
here.

| 27:NewVeaterans Discpunts For 2020

Hiiltary Foense

Jerry Lambe Is a journalist at Law&Crime. He is
a graduate of Georgetown University and New
York Law School and previously worked in
financial securities compliance and Civil Rights
employment faw.
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CopBlaster - 6 months ago
this is selective proseculion,
14" %~ - Reply - Share:

Know "Em ~* CopBlaster 6 months ago
You're just selective crybabies.
~ v . Reply - Share»

wrayven ~¥ CopBlastst - B months ano

They selected correctly. Gibson is &
terrorist.
1~ -~ 1+ Reply + Share:

#artha Bartha = wrayven
+ 6 months ago
Wa know terrorismn when we see it!

~ 1™+ Reply « Shares

https:#flawanderime.com/high-profile/patriot-prayer-leader-joey-gibson-charged-with-felony-rioting/ 411



2/18{2020

Patriot Prayer Leader Joey Gibson Charged With Felony | Law & Crime

ot

&

w N R A Ty

HIVE  WHERE T CELEBRITY CRAZY

L er seen him do on fape. [ get
re detail here. He does not
appear to be doing anything illegal
on tape. | can't say the same for
same of his company, but if
someone is going be charged in a
mautual fight the other combatant
should be charged as wet.
Selective prosecution has a legal
definition that appears to apply
here. For instance your statement
seems dirscted more at his
advocacy in genaral and less on
whaether or not a speciiic crime
was committed,
~ L~ « Reply ¢+ Share»

Know 'Em 4
CopBlaster
+ & months ago

Your cover story for the
fascists could definitely fool
some jackass in tha Fax
demographic, but no
educated adult. So why
keep fooling yourselves
over and over and over
axactly?

~ § ¥ + Reply - Share

CopBlaster & Know
‘Em + 8 months age

Well | am an educated adutt
citing material that came
mostly from a document
written by two lawyers. An
analysis of selective
prasecation as a maiter of
law has nothing to do with
Fox or fascism.

A &~ . Reply » Sharer

David Netzoff + & manths ago

We know you'd love to be there breaking heads
on Saturday, nothing ke & violent wingnut rally to
get you excited. But I'm sure other right wing
trump bigots wilk carry on just fine without you

1 1 1« Reply « Share:

kieforaturnsagain - € months age

"May Day celebration"? Do the author and his twit
readers even know that so-called "May Day" is a
“celebration™ by America-hating communists of
murderous, pagan/athaist communism?

1A v « Reply + Share:

Know 'Em - kisforeturnsagain
= & months ago

Ha ha ha ha ha sofuckingstupid.

- [ Pem—
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« Reply = Share»

'E" radd it

Shelty Ann LPN(ret} ~ kisforetumsagain
« & months ago

We always had a "May Day” celebration
every year when | was growing up in the
1950s & 1960s. It never had anything to
do with the "American-hating communisis
of murderous, pagan/atheist communism,”
whatever that is supposad te mean, We
all got together to plant trees in areas that
had been burned over during forest fires.
Helping those who needed help with
things arcund there places. But then that
just might be communist activity in you
mind.

1T . w - Reply - Share»

Know 'Em « 6 months ago

White tragh supremacists do not like
accountability ane b, do they? This is the part
where they start weeping and begging like lil
girls.

1~ v 1+ Reply+ Share:

Know ‘Em - 6 months ago

How could Jesus let this happen 10 such a fine
fascist?

Ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha ha
2 A8 v 1 Reply« Share:

JIMROCKFORD + 6 months ago

approximately 20 right-wing protesters, including
Gibson, arrived at the business and staried a
brawl with the Cider Riot patrons??

What??

it's all on video , notice the pervert doesn't
include the video ?

where's the link pervert?

A . v -+ Reply + Shars»

Know 'Em - JIMROCKFORD
& months ago

Gawd, the smelt of pissed panties must've
been overpowaring when your boys
showed up, crying about Antifa.

# v 1+ Reply * Share»

JIMROCKFORD + 6 months ago

Cider Riot is a radica! Ibgt/pedo bar ,
it's an antfia bar ,.

~ i v « Reply + Shara

Know ‘Em - JIMROCKFORD
= & months ago

Anamihen you're too stupld to spell
Antifa.......A0A
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how times has he fought back 7

never

<~ : ~ - Reply - Share

Know ‘Em - JMROCKFORD
+ 6 months ago

Garsh, he's jist like Jeebus then.
A P v 1. Reply « Share)

JIMROCKFORD + & months ago « edited

Gibson is the fifth person to be charged for the
violent behavior stemming from a brawi between
right-wing protesters and customers of the cidery

"

these weve antifa terrorists in uniform.

you see how the Ibgt/pedo site covers for the Ibgt
terrorist group ?7¢
1~ >~ « Reply » Share:

Know "Em ~ JIIMROCKFORD
+ 5 months ago

it sounds like all you racist trash jogers
are saddened, and crying in your Ul
internet hidey hotes. Good.

# {1+ Reply » Share,

Know 'Em - 8 monihs ago « adiled

| know the white: trash fascist Republican Party is
dumber than a rock {duh), but | never realized
they were aclually stupid enough fo try and
cormbine Jesus and Hitler inta their dream religion
like this.

1+~ [~ 1. Reply - Sharg»

Arthur Bremer Jr. < Know 'Em
« 6 months ago

You under-sstimate the stupidity of
thelr poorly educated white trash
followers

1~ v~ + Reply + Share

Spuddie + § monihs ago

And of course the violenl Neo-Nazi pigphugers
came to Portland armed to the gills, so anyone
defending their crap as free speech can go eat
sht. You don't bring guns 1o a peaceiful proiest,
ever!

https:ffwww. newsweek.comipa...

Counterprotesters have never coms to these
events with guns, That is somsething only Nazi
pieces of shi to in order to keep police at bay.
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Greg + 8 months ago

You love to see criminals held accountable,
4 ~ v » Raply - Sharg:

#inlnod545 ~ Greg + 6 months ago

GFY Gregory. You LOVE to see Christians
persecuied.

1~ v 1«Reply - Share>

wrayvan ~ liningd 545
* & months ago

Then whatever happened fo tum
ihe other cheek? These guys are
paramilitary interlopers locking for
a phato op. | hope Gibson is
convicted and loses the right to
vote. That would be proof of Ged. |
am Native American. From my
perspective the so0 called
Christians came and destroyed my
ancestors way of life. Thay killed
us without much thought and
raped our women. Yhat was so
Christian about claiming the White
Man's Burden and Manifest
Destiny? These are selfish actions
based on a putely racist ideotogy
ihal anly brought destruction to the
original inhabitants of America.
Christianity=false doctrine about a
perverse deity.

i~ ~ - Reply « Share:

illnino4545 < wrayven
+ 6 months ago

Turn the other cheek does
not mean roll over, in my
optnion. You maks valid
soints, atrocitles have been
committed in the name of
“Christianity” throughout
history. Cther religions are
just as guilty.

The way Flook at tha
Indian/European conflicts is
competition and war. The
natives either assimilated or
fought back. Often valiantly.
That being said, they lost.
Many reasons for this,
mosily it was because they
could not band together.
Being a Native American |
would assume you would
know that the native tribes
were often warring, raping,
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innocent, peace loving,
victims is flawed.
~ 1™ - Reply + Share»

Know 'Em A ilnino4545
« 8 months 290

Your white trash visions are NOT
christianity in any form. Sorry
stupid.

~ ;v | + Reply » Share:

Spuddie ¥ ilininod545
= & months ago

Gocod to see you have equated
violent Neo-Nazis with Christian
extremists. Saves us the trouble of
your feeble denials later on.

3~ '~ . Reply - Share:

ilinino4545 4 Spuddie
- 6 months ago

Greg hates Christians, He
just won't admit it publicly.
Glad to see you coming to
his defense. He needs help.
Too bad you're just as easy
)

~ ¥ + Reply * Share:

Know "Em A Eninnd545
* G onths aga

Here's a clue, trunt: when
people say they hate you,
thay are speaking
specifically about you and
your fimited intellect and
unlimited onlime whining.
1~ ~ .+ Reply + Share

ilinino4545 A Krow 'Em
- & months ago

Whining? Correction.
Winning. If anything | am a
poor sport and being oo
cocky and gicating.

~ .~ + Reply + Share»

Know 'Em ~* ikninc4545
« 6 months ago

Ui, sure......except for the
whiny bitch thing.
i~ | v - Reply » Shares

ininod545 - Knaw ‘Em
* 6 menlns ago

ArAmelt down! Has nolhing
to say 1)
~ .~ » Reply - Share >

Know 'Em ~ illninod545
« & months a0
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ilinino4 545 ~* Know "Em
* § months ago
htips:ifwww.youtube.comiwe
he, him, it comrade
~ §{ ~ + Reply + Share>
Spuddie < illnino4545
- & months ago
Only if you are equating
Neo-Nazis with Christians
in general. Something
which people with even the
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xPrevious Post Next Post »
MORE FROM ABRAMS MEDEA
Top Naval Commanders Mueller Grand Jury Materials Ghislaine Maxwell Fighting to Legal Experts: Rudy GiulianiIs
Threaten to Resign Over Trump  Could Lead to Second Keep Epstein Docs Sealed ‘Extorting’ President Trump
Decision Impeachment

Trump-Appointed Judge Rules Karer: McDougal Sues Fox News  Bill Barr Lied to Congress About  Schifi: Pence May Be
Against Trump Admin FBI Spying 'Purposefully Misieading’
Congress

Powered by Revoonteng

2020 LawNaws, Inc | About Uz | Adverijes | Mewslatior | b EW Friv iy | Uger Ageement | Ethles & Diversiy Polizy | Contac) | LawdCrime Productions | RSS
Dan Abrams, Faunder

hitps:/lawanderime.com/igh-profile/patriot-prayer-leader-josy-gibsan-charged-with-felony-rioting/ 101



TAB 26



!H@B“ﬁﬁ-&ﬁi '

P(:!

Ot 5.6.1G: 11 12

White Supremacists Are Brawling with
Masked Leftists in the Portland Streets.
- Homeland Security is Watching.

Aleading celebrity of the "alt-right” pledges to battle antifa in the middle
of the Rose Festival.

By Raron Mesh | By Sorey Pein | Published May 23,2017 Updated Novernber 5, 2018

On Ma.y 13, at aboutt 4 pm, Tusitala "Tiny™ Toese, & mountainous Samoan from Vancouver, Wash decked
another man in downtown Portland's Chapman Square.,

Oceasional acts af violence are & fact of life in any city. But this punch was different. The assault, captured on
videa, embodied the intensiiy of the political hostility boiling over on Portland's streets.

Those streets are becoming a battleground—not just between protesters and cops, but also hetween right and
}eft.

NCH mai_e COLOR, Sher .
" SOUND AND STREAMING. p—
CfticeMax

Fuly-fentinad Dol lapbon Laptspe

In the four months since the inauguration of President Donald Trump, the metro area has witnessed at least six
rallies or marches where some segment of the extreme right and militant leftists have confronted each other in
public spaces.

The showdowns ave but a small segment of the politica) unvest in this eity. Since Trump's election, Portland has
been the site of at least 20 marches and rallies.

Those events have been largely peaceful. They have alse featured high-profile clashes between riot police and
anarchists, resulting in at least 160 arrests and an estimated $1 million in property damage.

But it's the encounters between competing political ideologies that display a new kind of fury.
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On the other side is antifa's political opposite: a coalition of white supremacists, anti-government militia groups
and online agitators known as the "alt-right"

Their next skirmish could unfold in the middle of the Rose Festival.

On June 4, Kyle Chapman plans to lead a rally across from Portland Cigy Hall. Chapman is an online celebrity
from California who has atiracted a wide following for battling left-wing pretesters, wearing a gas mask and
armed with a large stick,

Chapman is coming to Portland at the behest of Foey Gibson, & Vancouver video blogger. Attendees of his
Portland-area events this spring have ineluded anti-gay street preachers, erews of bikers, and several people
claiming affiliation with Confederate and nep-Nazi groups.

Chapman and Gibson have both gained a degree of prominence in the alt-right, a naticnalist movement
designed to provoke and taunt liberal "snowflakes” they see as undermining America.

On the strest, the conflict hetween right and left can logk absurd-—like deleted scenes from the Mad Max
movies.

Yet in the wake of Trump's election, brawls between dozens of adherents of alt-right and antifa movements
have become regular events in cities from Boston to Berkeley, Calif.

“Tt's pever been as vocal ag it has been in recent months,” says Portland Police Bureau spokesman Sgt. Pete
Simpson. "While they're not street gangs, the threat of viclenee is there. They're challenging each other—calling
each other out.”

Alt-right-led events with the iitle "Maveh 4 Trump” began sccurring around Pertland two months ago, starting
in Lake Oswego and Vaneouver,

Last month, the 82nd Avenue of Roses Parade was canceled after an anonymous email threatened a mass
assault of alleged white supremacists who were rumored to be planning to march,

Since that uproar, alt-right groups have twice come to Portland for tense standoffs with local leftists.
Longtime observers of exiremism hear echoes of old Poriland violence,

“This is a masifestation of a long-simmering battle batween the exireme right and the extreme Iefi in this
town,” says Randy Blazak, chairman of the Oregon Coalition Against Hate Crime. "it led Portland to be dubbed
'Skinhead City' in the 1000s. Thanks to the sea change of the 2016 election season, it's back in Toll foree.”

‘The workings of alt-right groups are mysterious—often by design.




Many members use their real names, bt refuse to give siraight answers on anything else.

One of ﬂﬁlhilﬂlble al¥ri

casts himself as a cllampion of free speech st pubhc pronouncements and YouTube videos seck to get nght—
wing allies riled up to "trigger some snowflakes" —meaning, taunt and provoke liberal and leftist college
students.

Gibson tells W he js "prometing freedom, through the power of prayer,” he says. "It's kind ofa spiritual
movement.”

In April, Gibson traveled to Berkeley, where he posed for videos with Kyle Chapman, a 41-year-old commereial
diver and YouTube personality.

Chapman's fans cail him "Based Stickman,” which means a badass guy with a stick. Chapman was filmed at the
Berkeley "March 4 Trump,” breaking a signpest over the head of 2 left-wing protester. He was arrested on
suspicion of feloty assault with a deadly weapon, among other charges. An anline campaign raised $50,000 for
his bail &nd legal defense.

Chapman did not respond to WW's requests for comment. kn a March 31 profile in The New Republic, he said
he was a conservative Republican and uncomfortable with some of his extreme admicers. But he pledged to
keep going inio new cities to confront leftists,

Alexander Reid Ross, 2 Portland State University geography instrucior who recently published a book on fascist
and antifa struggles, Against the Foscist Creep, says alt-right agitators see Berkeley, Seattle and Portland as
targets.

"They think by making incursions into 'enemy’ territory and demoralizing them—by beating them up or
mocking them relentlessly—they'll be able to throw off the assumptions that undeilie society,” Ross says. "They
gee it as a civil war."

The alt-right is shady about its affiliations and inteptions.
Their anti-fascist opponents ate clearer about their goals, but resolutely anonymons.

The roots of antifa—the local wing is called Rose City Antifa—lie in left-wing brawlers who organized in Cold
War Germany, as well 28 in the underground punk-rock scene of Portland i the 1080s and "gos.

In 1988, in an event that seared this city's residents, Ethiopian student Mulugeta Seraw was beaten to death by
white-supremacist skinbeads. That event helped give rise to a group of "anti-racist® skinheads, the forebears of
today's antifa.

"In one sense, this is nothing new," says Blazak. "These guys have heen going at it for years. They put on new
haircuts, and they do battle in the streets of Portland.”

Rose City Antifa declined repeated recuests for comment.



moverngEgudicapf G gl die
slﬂnnea%ﬁeaghe 'weu b s¥idp

are invelved In antifs movements in Po
people.

Shs Yo EENNLY
and, but crowd estimates at marches suggest it's as many as 200

Ross says Portland's antifa groups play a key role in discouraging the rise of racist violence and intimidation. "It

has become sherthand for people who want to go out and fight Nazis,” he says. "The alt-right has to be
understood as a fascist movement.”

In their black bloe-style outfits, which they have worna four times in the past four months, it is difficult to
distingnish these anti-fascist groups from more familiar anarchist protesters—or from thrill-secking teenagers
who sé¢ an opportunity to throw Pepsi cans at cops or smash store windows.

Marco Mejia, an organizer with Portland Immigrants Rights Coalition and the emocee of this year's May Day
rally, says he has mixed feslings about antifz actions.

I don't condemnn people who fee! like they need to protect themselves and the community,” he gays. Still, "there
should be better commumication.™

On May 13, a day of thunderstorms angd hailstones, Gibson and his antifa foils faced off in Fortland's Chapman
Square, located at Southwest 3rd Avenue and Main Sireet,

The event kicked off a block south with an anti-pelice brutality protest called by a Faccbook group named
Oregon Students Empowered. About two dozen left-wing protesters showed up, most wearing masks and black
clothing,

Gibson, the pro-Trump organizet from Vancouver, also arrived with his crew, alse numbering about two dozen.
Within 15 minutes, the sides squarad off.

Portland police officers observed silently, but then left. After about an hour of shouting, the left-wing group
crossed the street. One of them set fire to a U.S. flag. (Others quietly objected.) Gibson's crew took the flames as
their ene to bagin the confrontation anew.

People from each side began screaming insults at each other as a cirele of abservers live-streamed the
confrontations. Within minutes, Gibsen's friend, Tiny Toese, the 20-year-old American Samoan, flattened an
antifa protester half his size with a punch to the face, while the kid had his arms crossed defensively.

Portland police soon rehmmed. Sgt. Jeffrey Niiyn calmly questioned representatives from both gronps. Nitya
appeared familiar with individuals on both sides. *Tt's my job," he explained.

Gibson, who stresses how much his group supports law enforcement, appealed for sympathy, hut Niiya was
skeplical. "Some of the people on your side are inflaming the other side on social media," Niiya told Gibson.

"The problem is, we have outsiders,” Gibson said. "I'm here o be respectful and to talk to them.”



Niiya told antifa protesters that for police to make an arrest, the vicktim would need ip provide his name.
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Later that afternoon, Toese returned home and recorded a video for his Facebook page calling the day a success.

“We don't come there to fight. Our goal is to educate,” Toese said. "I know it turned  listle bit ugly. I had to do
what you guys saw e do, But please, everybody, that is not who T am. Don't take me as a violent person. I am
just a big, happy Samean. A brown brother for Deneld Trump and a brown brother for America.”

Toese also expressed eagerness for the next big brawl—evidently the June 4 rally starring Kyle Chapman.

"We got another event that's coming up,” he went on. "You guys will see us there. That event is on my birthday.
So 1 guess I'm going to be celebrating my birthday kicking some antifs ass."

June 4 falls in the second week of the Rose Festival, Portland's biggest annual family event.
The home page of the Rose Festival website currently reads: "Business as Usnal.”

"Recent evepts in Portland have led to ramors that the Rose Festival is considering canceling its popular
parades due to safety concerns,” the site says. “This is not true.”

Mayor Ted Wheeler's office says he has instructed police to keep calm—and try to pacify the adversarial groups.

"Police try to work with organizers acd iry te head off any conflict before it happens,” says Wheeler spokesman
Michaet Cox. "I know they're doing that work now with regard to June 4. Of course, their success depends in
large part on the organizers’ cooperation and communication before an event. Sometimes they get it.
Sometimes they don't.”

Meanwhile, a [F.S. Department of Homeland Security memo sent to Dersocratic Oregon Sen. Ron Wyden on
March 24 shows the federal government ig keeping close watch on Portland—at least on one side of the political
spectrum.

The memo, obtained last month by WW, confirms earlier reports that the feds are classifying property damage
by left-wing protesters as “domestic terrotism.”

“Rioting by viclent anarchist extremists at events [last November] met the eriteria” for terrorism, Acting Under
Secretary for Intelligence and Analysis Pairicia F.8. Cogswell wrote to Wyden. "DHS has a duty to report and
analyze such acts of ideologicaily motivated violence.”

Wyden says Homeland Security’s distinction between property damege and political protest is somewlat
reassuring.




"DHS said the right things here," Wyden tells WIW, “but I'm going to be watchmg closely to make sure this

e

Wheeler dismisses the goncept of Portland protestexs as terrorists,

" "The mayor does not view protesters as domestie terrorists,” says Cox. "As with so many things with the federal
government today, Portland is going to continue with our strategy: henoring First Amendment rights while not
tolerating acts of violence, vandalism or blocking tramsie.”

By conirast, Homeland Security hasti't made any public statement about alt-right groups, even after well-
documented violence in Berkeley. A unit involved in countering right-wing extremism has been disbanded.

Even so, police spokesman Simpson pledges his agency won't play faverites.

*We aren't there to protect ove group and atrest another,” he says. "We're out there to keep these fwo groups
away from each other, We'd like to see cooler heads prevail, and for people to realize there is no changing each
other’s mind out in the streets.”

Mike Bivins contributed reporting 1o this story.

Correction, May 24> The print edition of this story ficorrectly atiritaites en interview with Kyle Chapman
to the National Review instead of its actual source, The New Republic. WW regrets the error.

The nonprofit WW Fund for Investigative Journalism provided support for this story.
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Portland Mayor Responds to Right-Wing
Organizer’s Threat of Monthly Protests:
“We Do Not Want Him Here in My City,
Period”

Ted Wheeler chastised Joe Biggs and other right-wing marchers for
frightening Portlanders with the prospect of violence in the streets.
By Aaron Mesh | Published August 17 Updated August 19 )

A defiant Portland Mayor Ted Wheeler said tonight that if Proud Boys organizer Joe Biggs foliows through ona
threat to return to Portland each month, he will deploy police officers “as often as1 need to."

In the hours after law enforcement largely defused the tensions surrounding wateriront proiests, Wheeler
chastised Biggs and other right-wing marchers for frightening Portlanders with the prospect of violence in the
sireets.

"In this natiotal environment, wherte we've had some mass shootings just a little over a week ago, there is an
environment of fear,” Wheeler said at a press conference this afternoon. "There is thetoric that is aimed
predominantly at women and people of color and immigrants. It creates a sense of uncertainty and a sense of
fear, And so, Mr. Biggs and others saying that they're going to come here, that feeds into that sense of fear.

"So I want to be very clear: We do not want him here in my ¢ity, period.”

‘Wheeler's remarks came in response to a threat by Biggs, a Florida right-wing talk radio host, that he would
return to Portland on a monthly basis unless Wheeler would "declare Antifa an enemy of Portland and restore
order.”

Biggs and other right-wing groups came ie Portland demanding that antifascists be designated a domestic
terrorist group. Proud Boy Enrique Tarrio, who also organized the rally, alse left town with an ultimatum.
"Either he takes charge and removes the spourge of violent domestic terrorists from his city, or we come back
month-after-month,” Tarvio said.



That threat was belied bywhat unspooled at Tom McCall ‘Waterfront Park today, when Proud Boys asked po

for permission tAFWe s TE ey
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Related: Proud Boys wander lost through downtown Portland as pelice allow wild goose
chase by antjjascists.

Wheeler, meanwhile, is looking at the first protester clash in recent memory that could end as an untarnished
victory for city officials, Previous protests have either ended in bloody clashes between political foes, or have
seen police deploy munitions like flash-bang grenades against leftist protesters, Today, neither happened,

In the days prior to the right-wing rally, Wheeler gathered an artay of elvie leaders to warn the Proud Boys to
stay out of town. Police arrested six right-wing protesters, including organizer Joey Gibson, for their rolein
assaults outside the bar Cider Riot on May 1. Those arrests seemed to unnerve the visiting right-wingers, and
one paramilitary group pulled out of the rally altogether,

The crewds today were smaller than at similarly hyped protests. Police estimated 1,200 people attended, and no
more thah 300 of them were allies of the Proud Boys.

Police Chief Danielle Qutlaw said tonight that the Proizd Boys and their allies asked police to let them leave the
waterfront—and the cops allowed that, in order te keep the two groups of protesters apart.

"Shortly before noon, a group of demonstrators communicated to our liaisens that they wanted to leave the
downtown area,” Outlaw said, "At that point we determined that it would be in the interest of everyone's safety
1o allow them 1o remove themselves from the area, We allowed them to cross the Hawthorne Bridge at that
time. We did not show preferential treatment, but rather facilitated a de-escalation of potential conflict.”

Wheeler, whose day began with a tweet from President Donald Trump saying he was watching Portland and its
mayor closely, offered prepared siatements this evening at the Portland Police Bureau's central precinct. But he
departed from those remarks after receiving questions from a right-wing livestreamer. He scemed annoyed by
the idea of Biggs and his followers returning,

"When we have people like Joe Biggs say that they will come here every single month until we do whatever it is
they think we should be doing," he said, "these types of demonstrations and the response cost millions of
dollars, They're misusing public taxpayer resources, and I hope they think about that.”

Later, the mayor turned more contemplative.

"We are now confronting the reality that in the United States, we have a rising white nationalist rnovement,
based on white supremacy,” Wheeler said, "And it is impacting the entire nation. But we're certainly seeing that
play out here on the streets of Partland. ... Portland, being a very progressive city, is always going to be at or
near Ground Zero when it eomes to this battle. That's just the reality.”

Become a Friend of Willamette Week.
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Proud Boys Wander Lost Through Portland as Police Allow Wild
Goose Chase by Antifascists

Police strategy allowed the groups broad leeway to move along streets and sidewalks, so long as they remained far
apart from each other.

8y Azron Mes | By Nigal Sagulss | published August 17 Updated August 18

The Proud Boys and antifaxcists talked of Hetle hut each other all day. But they coujtin't find each other. T

The two groups wandered scross downiown Portland this afternoon, but rarely encountered their adversaries, thanks to 2 polies strategy that allowed the greups banad
lesway to meve along streets and sidewallcs, so long ps they remainad far apart from each other.

So when the Proud Boys and their ailies gathered north of the Oregon Museum of Seienee and Industry, the cops kept entifascists bottled st the west end of the
Hawthorne Bridge. When a diminished rontingent of the far right marched west across the Tilikum Bridge into the South Waterfront, godice allowed sntifa to stroll across
the Bumside Bridge and wander among the warehotises of the Centrzd Eastside.

The resalt? A game of eat-znd-rmouse that felt mor like 2 Tom and Jerry cartoon—and kept the fwo frowps more than a mile apart at all tixmes, even as some said ey
wanted & confrougation.

Related: Proud Boys Scamnper Across Portland Waterfirort, But Police Keep Them For From Antifascists

Police made 13 arrests, and the fow momants of violence arrived mainly as the vight-wing groups attempted io leave downbowm in two small buses. Axvifascists were seen
onvideos shattering the bus windows, and 4 rlght-wing protester appeared to aftack the lefitists from inside the bus with a hammer, (Because early videos were
mislzading, this post hies been chonged to explain who first wielded the kammer.)

Later, police clashed with frosirated leftists, arresting severa) and tackling at Jeast one woman te the ground, drawing an angry crowd for s tense standoff near the
Portand Cuidoor Store.

Thosa moments will 249 to the highMght reel of right-wing groups who seck to pertray Portland as & hothed forleftist viodence. But none of the mavhem feared in recent
weeks occurred—a major triumph for Meyor Ted Wheelsr and the Portland Poltce Buresy, who hese been the subject of intense vational scrutiny from the right-wing
mediz,

Yet the visiting Prond Boys declared tho day a vicfory, saying they had achieved their aim of draining Porilend's law-enforcement reaources, They pledged to retnm oncea
month mntil Wheeler “exctses the alt-deft groups from his city.”

That grand rhetoric ¢ontrasts wiih what their dey actvally Jooked 1lke: wandermg, lost and anxious, throv!
coming.

After reireating east across the Hawthorne Bridge, meny of the Provd Boys and thelr supporters got in th
Ahomt 100 who had parked on the west side, however, were stack. Pelice had dosed the Hawihome Bndg,
Bridge. :

%27 101:00

hitps:Awaw.wwe ek com/news/20 180 81 7fproud-boys-wandearlast-thraugh-porttand-ag-police-allow-wild-geose-chase-by-antifssciats! i1z
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= Passing cyclists snd OMBSIE pairons jeered and flipped oif the American m&ng_marche:s.ﬂrd filtered through that antifa was pleening fo intercept the group as Q
heudedmwestsid&par%k iM rehery donnedfiiplmeay anfis veslmttmepTFa-ﬂkof i on bikgs, no ition materiafized,

Dole

Dozens of pollee, both on bikes and riding ot the outside of tracks and vans, accompanied the Proud Boy group as they proceeded north on Second Avenue. At the
Burnside Bridge, a few critics argued biriefly with Vancoiner, Wash.-hased protest organizer Joey Gibson.

When the grovp erossed into Old Town, Gibson stopped to address the crowd. As he-did, a woman on a 750ce Harley Davidson motorcycle pulled up te the curb and.
drowned Gibaon out by revving ker engine. Police asked her to stop. She refused and several officers yunked her from her motoneyele and cuffad her.

That ended a remarkably peaceful pratest at abmnt 2:30 pm.
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Patriot Prayer’s Joey Gibson: 1 face felony riot charge
Joey Gibson likely to fuce charge connected to Cider Riot brawl

Patriot Prayer's Joey Gibson: | face feiony riot charge

by: Cale Miller, KOIN 6 News Staff
Poated: Aug 5, 2040 F 01:03 BM POT / Updated: Aug 15, 20158 / 06:17 FM FDT

PORTLAND, Ore. (KOIN) — Joey Gibson, the leader of the right-
RELATED CONTENT wing Patriot Prayer, said Thursday he will turn himseif in to

4th susy
brawl in’

" htipad i koin.cominews/crime/patriot-prayers-josy-gihson-i-face-falony-riot-charge/ 171
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Wheeler to protesters: Don't come Gibson's lawyer, James Buchal, told the Associated Press

here to spread hate Gibson has been charged with rioting in connection with the

----- May Day brawl at Cider Riot in Northeast Portland.

Who are the protesters coming to

Portiand? Video shows people using chemical spray and several people
fighting, Buchal, said none of the videos from the altercation

show Gibson being violent.

In a phone interview with KOIN 6 News, Gibson said he believes this felony charge is politically
motivated and he believes the City of Portland is trying to ban him from the streets.

locy Gibgon, middle with sunglesses, sl a brawl outside Cider Riot in Noritheast Povtland,
May 1. 2019 (KOIN)

Gibson, one of the main provocateurs in the protests that have roiled Portland for the past 3 years,
told KOIN 6 News he expects to surrender to authorities on Thursday. His surrender comes days
before an expected protest between ultra-right wing and ultra-left wing groups in downtewn
Portland.

Cole Miller
¥ @ColeKOIN

In a phone interview, Gik:son says "people need to show up sven
more now” when ik comes to planned protesis Saturday. | asked if
he called for violence May Day, "the evidence is out there; | was
{frying o keep the peace as much as | could” #KOINENews
twitter. comKCiNNews/statu. ..

. KON Nows  @KOINNews e
hitpsifivww.koin.com/news/crime/pairiol-prayers-joey-gibson-i-face-felony-tiot-charge/ 211
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See Cole Miller's other Tweels

In a phone interview with KOIN 6 News, Gibson said he wants more people to show up at the protest
on Saturday to stand up for 1st Amendment rights.

“This is a complete attack on the 1st Amendment, without a doubt. This is 100% political. They didn't
arrest one person that was with antifa or Cider Riot,” Gibson told KOIN 6 News,

The felony riot charge, he said, “basically means that if anybody goes out on to the streets to
exercise their Ist Amendment right, they can be charged for standing there. ... The evidence is out
there. 1 was trying to keep the peace as much as I could”

Gibson said he “was ready to be done with Portland; but this felony charge makes him want to fight
back more, “and by fight back, I mean politically”

‘Violence, hate at heart of paramilitary group’

The Western States Center applauded the decigion to charge Gibson. In a statement, deputy
director Amy Herzfeld-Copple said:

“We're encouraged that Patriot Prayer leader Joey Gibson is finally being held accountable for his
actions. In recent years, he has intentionally and repeatedly sown violence and chaos in Portland's
streets. Gibson likes to portray himself as mainstream, but violence and hate have always been at the
heart of his paramilitary group. His gatherings have been frequented by bigoted, violent members of the’
Proud Boys and self-avowed neo-Nazis, skinheads, and white supremacists. The May attack on Cider
Riot was anything but an isolated incident. It was calculated, premeditated, and part of a string of
violent incidents across the region, It's part of an international trend, from Charlottesville to New
Zealand, of far-right extremists working to intimidate and silence their opponents. The criminal

hitps:/fwvv Koin comimewsicnme/pairiol-prayers-josy-gibson-Hface felony-rict-change/ im
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may be coming to a close.”

Two other people were arrested Thursday on charges related to the
May Day brawl by US Marshals after PPB requested their help.

Matthew Cooper and Russell Schultz both face riot charges. Cooper,
24, was arrested and booked into the Multnomah County Jail. Cooper,
50, was taken into custody for a riot warrant in Washington state.

Authorities said the investigation continues.

Remember to follow KOIN 6 News on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.
Download our free news and weather apps for the latest headlines and
forecast information.

Matchew Cooper, August 15, 2019

Mulrnomah County Sheriff! j¢e
Copyright 2012 Nexsiar Broadcasting, tnc. Al rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, ¢ ne 5 Office)

rewritten, or redistributed.

SHARE THIS STORY

MORE CRIME STORIES

Convicted babysitter sentenced to 270 years in prison

Sep 0, 2619
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Portland Activists Call for a Boycott of The
Oregonian’s Local Advertisers After
Opinion Column Hails Joey Gibson

Backlash grows after a columnist writes favorably about the Vancouver,
Wash.-based leader of the right-wing extremist group Patriot Prayer.

By Rachel Mnnahan [ Published October 29, 2018 Updated October 29, 2018

Portland activists pledged to boycntt local businesses that advertise in The Oregoman after the | ﬁaper puﬁlmhed
a Sunday opinjon column heedlined "The misunderstood Joey Gibson,” writing favorably about the Vancouver,
Wash.-based leader of the right-wing extremist group Patriot Prayer.

The left-wing activist group Portland’s Resistance is demanding colurnnist Elizabeth Hovde be fired, and the
paper "issue a front-page apology to our community for their callousness and carelessness in publishing the
*The misunderstood Joey Gibson’ opinion piece.”

The backlash from activists is part of a larger outcry from Pertlanders against the opinion column, which
Jeseribed Gibson—who has lad right-wing protesters ioto Portland for two years to brawl with antifascists—as a
peaceful, spiritual figure. Multnomah County Chairwoman Deborah Kafoury took to social media to denounce
The Oregonian for running the column, Mayor Ted Wheeler also joined in, more carefully.

Among those endorsing the idea that Hovde should be fired; the mayer's politieal consultant Jake Weigler, who

linked to a change.org petition that lists the local advertisers to boycoit.

Jake Weigler
Djakeweigter

Time for Hovde 10 go. Please sign. change.org/p/the-oregonia. ..
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Oregonian Bditorial page Editor Laure Gunderson admitted fault today in choosing the headline to Sunday's
column—and alse over its fiming,. (It was printed the morning after an anti-Semific gunman killed 11 peaplein a
Pittsburgh synagogue.)

“It wonld have benefited, in hindsight, with more context from Gibson's Portiand protests,” she wrote in a
statement to local media. "We wrate the headline, not Hovde, and it missed the mark. We also regrei the timing
of the column, which was edited on the Frigay before the shootings in Pittsburgh.”

Bui Gunderson also srgued that editarial pages seed to be places to air unpepular viewpoints,

"Ineregsingly, I hear from readers who are angry when they read opinions that differ from their own, whether in
a letter to the editor, op-ed or a local or nationally syndicated column,” she said in the sistement. "Bat our
community prides itself on iis civic involvement and a key element of that is ctvic discourse.™

Hovde's column offered a sympathetic and sclective look at a recent Patriot Prayer raily an the campus of
Washington State University Vancouver. "Everyone I talked io...agreed that the rally itself wastame and
respeetful,” Hovde wrote,

She described Gibson as seunding "like a modern-day prophet” in response 1o one question. At ancther point,
she described him as not living up to the violent hype surrounding him,

"Gibgon didn't look like the harasser and violent bully I've been reading about, even if he atiracts white
naticnalists and violent counter-protesiers,” she wrote. "I'll keep watehing, but I think he's far more unique in
this region: Gibson has unpopular thoughts about freedom, guns, aboriion and spirituality, and he voices them
on a public stage.”

Gibson has explicitly said that part of his objective in leading protests is to infuriate left-wing protesters in
Portland so that they will show up 1o fight him and supperters. That tactic was disarmed last week
whenWashington Staie University Vancouver allowed students to stay home and professors to cancel classes.

Related: Joey Gibson's Strategy Now Is Just Baiting Antifa to Fight With Cops

The columm was not well received even by some of The Oregonian's own reporters, who have written on the
violence that Patriot Prayer has brought to the streets of Portland. They included Oregonian reporter Shane
Dixon Kavanaugh, who has covered Patriot Prayer protests and Tweeted: "Preity surreal 1o see the publication
you wotk for (unwittingly??) gaslight its readers in the Sunday paper.”

Two former Oregomian columnists, one of whom still works for the paper, also weighed in saying they would
not have writien ahount Gibson or elevated his cause.
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known as a carefa! politician, and the denunciation was striking.

Deborah Kafoury
: éddkafoury

The Oregonian has lost their focus. Giving a voice to people
' who live only to stoke violence and hatred is unforgivabie. To
claim otherwise is not being balanced, it's being complicit.

828 7:57 PM-0Oct 28, 2018

226 peopie are talking about this

Kafoury went further when she was challenged that her initial eriticism was too mild:

Ellioti Young @efliiottyoungpdx - Oct 28, 2618
:  Replying 10 @dkafoury
3 Losing thelr "focus” may be too polite since the sditorial page
seams focusad very intently on endorsing Trumpists and
! whitewashing white supremacists.

; . Deborah Kafoury
P @dkafoury

You're right. | was being oo polite. It's one thing to offer 2 |
halanced position that | may not agree with, it's quite another
thing to give credibility to hate and viclence.

116 8:07 PM - Oct 28, 2018

16 people are alidng abouwt this

Mayor Ted Wheeler chimed in today. "There is no place for hate, extremism, and viclence in Portland or
anywhere,” he wrote on Twitter, "Hard to find common ground with groups who embrace all three. There is 1o
misunderstanding.”

. Mayor Ted Whoeler
@tedwheeler

There is no place for hate, extremism, and violence in Portland
or anywhere. Hard to find common ground with groups who
embrace all three. There is no misunderstanding.

tustttar comiCrannnianisint



“Today, in the aftermath of nationwide violence including pipe bombs mailed
to political leaders, African Americans murdered while grocery shopping, and
the slaughter of Jews in their place of worship, Oregon’s daily newspaper
opted to publish an op-ed piece in defense of a white nationalist who has been
inciting similar violence in our community, including the stabbing on a MAX
train last vear which resulted in two deaths,” Portland’s Resistance posted on

their Facebook page just after 11 pm Sunday. “This is unconscionable,
unethical, and dangerous behavior.”

The advertisers on the list range from corporate giant Fred Meyer, to local nonprofits including the Portland

Opera, to smaller shops such &s the fabric store The Whele 9 Yards. The public transportation agency Frimet is
also on the list.
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST

Portland’s mayor tells violent protesters not to come,
warning, ‘We will be ready for you’: Morning Briefing for
Wednesday, Aug. 7

Postad Aug 7, 2019

Oregoman/Oregonlive

Mayor Ted Wheeler and Chief Danielle Outlaw had vowed to do &
better job showing support for Portland police officers, after
holding listening sessions this spring with many officers who
expressed anger at the mayor’s swift condemnation of friendly
texts between Lt Jeff Niiya, a crowd control iaison, and Patriot
'Prayer founder Joey Gibson. {Oregonian/OregonLive)



By Mary Mooney | The OregonianIOregonLivh

Subscribe to gel the Morning Briefing newsletter dolivered to your emaif inbox
weekdays at 7 a.m.

Today's stories

PORTLAND PROTESTS: Portland’s mayor and police chief warn protest instigators
to expect a stern police response, Read more,

FULL TRANSCRIPT: Portland Mayor Ted Wheeler and Chief Danielle Qutlaw's
interview with The Oregonian/OregonLive: Read the full transcript. Read more.

FIRE LAWSUIT: A lawsuit accuses a rancher and a farm equipment manufacturer of
sparking a 68,000-acre wildfire. Read more.

POLICE SHOOTING: State troopers fatally shot a man near an Oregon State Police
office in Grants Pass, authorities say. Read more.

OlL TERMINAL: Portland oil terminal executives gave the mayor’s staff false
information. Read more.

PORTLAND POLICE: A man fatally shot by Portland police was likely having a
menial health crisis, his family says. Read more.
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Portland City Council Passes Resolution cou
Denouncing White Supremacist Groups pas
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The Portland City Council passed a resokution Thursday that condemns A< O OUR SPORSERS

white supremacists and alt-right hate groups, B .
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The Porfiand City Council hearing on Thursday, Feb. 8, 2019, that resuited In the passing of 8
resolution condemning whité supremacists and all-right hale geoups.

Erica Monison/OFB il LI
(hifpa: A opb.orghewsianizie/ portiand-cregon-city-
The hearing siarted with testimony from a senior policy adviser to councikjo-ann-argesty-white-priviege)
Mayor Ted Wheeler. Vihite Male Privitege Disrupting Porttand Gty

Councl Meetings, Commissioner Says

: . (Ripsufwwan opb. orgmewsiaricleiportiand-cregon-
Nicole Grant spoke about how the resolution came to be and her own city-counclifo-ann-hardesty-whits-privilegs?]

experiences with prejudice and hate as a black woman in Portland. oPB

“This resolution is not about white people. It's about ali peaple with a
dedicated focos on those that are targeted as a result of their skin color,”
Grant said during opening remarks.

All of the commissioners offices worked together to draft the
reselution,



Grant said the resolution speaks to the
need for a enltural shift in Portland so
white supremacists wifl no longer view
the city as their playground and hurl
threats at its residents and mayor.

RELATED COVERAGE

Grant’s comments were followed by
community leaders and organizations

(https:/ /www.opb.org/news/a

that study hate groups. gnmﬁmmlmmmmm k=
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frequently held rallies in Portland, and K oPe

at times those rallies have attracted Portland ngh Schoeol

white supremacists to the city. Gibson Basketball Team

denounced the claim that Patriot Prayer  {https://www.opb.org/news/a

is & hate group. racist-slars-high-

school-basketball-
team-lew-frederick/}

“I'm here to denounce all forms of white
supremacy and hate,” Gibson said
before he read a Bible passage from
Corinthians and told the commissioners
that the solution to hate is love.

“Pve seen hatred get out of control. And I know that I've made a lot of
mistakes in the city of Portland. I stand behind my decisions,” he said
before thanking the council for bringing the topic to the forefront

for conversation.

o

A2017 file photo of Pattiot Prayer leader Joey Gibeon addressing a crowd et 2 rally 2nd holdng
a mmnent of slence Tor the viciims of the Portlane MAX fun stabbings.

Bryan M. Vanea/OFB




Commissioners and testifiers alike stressed the need for the resolution
to go beyond words.

“You have my commitment today, that this resolution is the beginning
and not the end of a process. I¢’s the beginning that we have an
acknowledgement that we have a lot of work to do in this community
and that we as a City Council are willing to stand with our community,”
Commiissioner Jo Aun Hardesty said. “And make sure that this
community is really a place where people are safe regardless of who
they are, and what their skin tone is and where they were born.”

Commissioner Chole Eudaly addressed the elephant in the room, a
controversial item commissioners passed the day before — against
Hardesty’s objection — to approve a settlement with 2 police officer who
made a racist remark about killing black people

(hitps:/ fwww.oph.org/news/article/portland-jo-ann-hardesty-opposes-
potice-officer-settlement/).

“] want to take a moment to talk about white silence,” Eudaly said. “I
want to give a lot of white people the benefit of the doubt. They don't
want to misspesk, they dor’t want to speak on behalf of community
members they do not represent ... But silence isn't neutyal. Silence
rakes us complicit,” Eudaly said before acknowledging the -
controversial setdlement agreement.

The racist remarks made by the police officer were brought forth by four
fellow white officers, Eudaly celebrated them for not staying silent
about what she called “unforgivable racist remarks.”

Following the passage of the resolution, CAIR Oregon, Western States
Center and Oregon Justice Resource held a press conference at the
Oregon Jewish Museum and Center for Holocaust Education, affirming
their commitment to work with the city to implement change.

Bobbin Singh, director of the Oregon Justice Resource Center,
presented a list of actions for the city to take. The most significant
action was trainings on white supremacy for city employees, elected
officials, law enforcement and mayors from across the

Pacific Northwest.

Other recommendations include Hstening sessions with business
owners to gain understanding about the economic impact hate groups
have bad and disseminating a toolkit created by Western States Center,
called “ Confronting White Nationalism,” in local schools, as well as
bringing together community organizations to talk about ways to
dismantle white nationalism.



Amy Herzfeld-Copple, the deputy director of programs and strategic
initiatives at Western States Center, said that after the fatal Unite The
Right white supremacist rally in Charlottesville, Virginia, several states
and municipalities considered resulutions similar io Portland’s
denouncing hate and white supremacy groups. A few weeks ago Berkley,
California passed theirs.

“But this is certainly one of the first and most proactive and progressive
resolutions of this kind in the country,” Herzfeld-Copple said.

More News

{https: f fwww.opb.org/news//article/portland-oregon-forecast-rain-
sepiember-7-2019/)

Cooler, Damper Weather In Norihwesl Oregon May Mark End OF Stanmer
{htipa:fhaa. opb.orginevwsiaiticls/poriiand-oreatn-Torecatt-rain-september-7-20484)
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4 new defendants named in $1 million lawsuit filed
against Joey Gibson after May Day clash

Updated May 07, 2:54 PM;
Posted May 07, 8:19 AM
Updated May 07, 2019,
Posted May 07, 2019

AP -WR

Joey Gibson speaks in a march by Patriot Prayer in Portland, Ore.,
on Saturday, June 30, 2018. Police dispersed clashing protesters
as problems occurred when two opposing protest groups N Patriot
Prayer and antifa N took to the streets. (Mark Graves/The
Qregonian via AP) AP -WR
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By Oregonlive.com

Four additional defendants have been named in 2 $1 mitlion fawsuit fiied against Joey
Gibson, the founder of a group involved in a clash outside a Northeast Portland
cidery last week.

Cider Riot owner Abram Goldman-Armstrong's lawsuit ctaims Gibson and several
other right-wing protesters showed up at his business Wednesday and fought with
customers, causing mayhem and physical injury to at least one person. An amended
complaint also wages a new allegation: intentional interference with economic
relations.

The suit now names Christopher Ponte, a Portiand cop watcher; David Willis, founder
of the Oregon-based Patriots United group; Mackenzie Lewis; and Matthew Cooper.
Patrict Prayer, Gibson, [an Kramer and 25 others allegedly involved in the May Day
incident are also mentioned.

Kramer, Ponte, Cooper and Willis are described in the suit as having attended Patriot
Prayer activities since the group’s inception. Gibson and Lewis allegediy "battered”
someone in an effort to "demask” them.



The economic relations count alleges the defendants tried to interfere with Cider
Riot business by harassing investors and people at the Northeast Portiand cidery
and tasting room — as well as through catls to file frivolous Oregon Liquor Control’
Commission complaints.

The remaining claims regard negligence, trespass and intentional infliction of
emational distress.

Q&A with business owner suing Patriot Prayer, Jo..

Cider Riot on Wednesday hosted a May Day celebration, at which people who had
participated in demonstrations earlier in the day gathered to listen to live music.

About 20 right-wing protesters, including Gibson, arrived af the business, and a
clash between them and patrons of Cider Riot ensued. Video of the incident shows
people deploying pepper spray, and several people fighting. According to the lawsuit,
Kramer, a frequent Patriot Prayer rally participant, hit a female Cider Riot patron on
the head with a baton and knocked her unconscious.

In response to the suit, Gibson said he was the one who was assaulted while
standing on a public sidewalk.

“t walk into dangerous situations, i never fight back,” he toid the
Oregonian/QregonLive |ast week. He said his intention in going 1o Cider Riot that day
was to take video and show the event that Cider Riot was hosting. He said the event
was co-hosted by Rose City antifa.

He said when he got there, peopie were drinking on the patio and wearing masks,
and several had cans of bear spray.



He said neither he nor the people he came with had spray or any sort of weapons,
although video footage shows pecple from both groups deploying bear spray, and

members of the group that came with Gibson throwing projectiles at the bar
patrons.

Warning: Video contains graphic language.

Mikeford Biziths
@itsmikebivins

Replying to @itsmikebiving

breaking: far-right protesters and Proud Boys have arrived at Cider
Riot. Cider Riot has done benefits for antifa and has also been
vandalized in the past. RIOOOT. huge fight!




— The Oregonian/OregonLive

Visit subscription.oregonlive.com/hewsletfers to gef Oregonian/OregontLive

Journafism delivered to your email inbox.

View Comments (743 )

Note to readers: if you purchase something through one of cur affiliate links we may
arf a COMMISsiorn.

Registration on or use of this site constitutes acceptance of our User
Agreement and Prjvacy Policy

AD VANCE © 2012 OregonLive.com. All rights reserved (About Us).
LO CAL The materiai on this site may not be reproduced, distributed, fransmitted,
cached or otherwise used, except with the prior written paermission of
OregonlLive.com.

Community Rules apply to ali content you upload or otherwise submit to this site.

-Ad Cholcgs



TAB 34



Opinion

Editorial: Fostering discussion from our
differences

Updated Jan 29, 2019; Pasted Oct 31, 2018

Joey Gihson at a small Vancouver rally in September, 2017,
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By The Oregonian Editorial Board
Do we think Joey Gibson is misunderstood? No, we don't.

The Oregonian/OregonLive Editorial Board believes he is a provocateur who attracts
white nationalists and, as a result, Antifa to his regular Portland rallies, which have
increasingly become dangerous events that threaten our citizens' safety and
livelihoods.

The controversial piece that ran online and in The Sunday Oregonian entitled "The
misunderstood Joey Gibson" was an opinion column by freelance journalist Elizabeth
Hovde. And while the Editorial Board's perspective on the leader of the right-wing
Patriot Prayer doesn't align with Hovde's take, we consistently publish columns,
letters and op-eds that we don't endorse or agree with.

Advertisement

Over the past month, for instance, we've published dozens of letters and op-eds
favoring state ballot measures and candidates that we do not support. We welcome
submissions from readers criticizing the stances we put forward in our editorials. We
regularly print guest columns from progressive nonprofits, business associations,
revenue reformers, tax activists and many others.

We believe fostering discussion from multiple viewpoints is the point of having opinion
pages. Hovde provides our pages balance as she is our only local conservative
columnist. She's a Vancouver resident who teaches at the Washington State
University-Vancouver. She's not an extremist or a white supremacist. She was just
someone who was curious to see Gibson in a setting outside of the Portland protests
that she'd read so much about. Her observations that day led to her opinion that
Gibson's message might resonate with some despite his troubling affiliations.
Muasders felt her %Lﬁ%{ﬁﬂ{ lumn abe 1 ibson's rally at the Washingtans ¢

eatner

University-Vancouver campus was haive and incomplete. That's fair criticism. In tRE " S




editing process we should have made it clearer that her one experience at a Gibson
rally failed to capture the fear, violence and hate others have experienced at his
numerous rallies in Portland.

Advertisement

The piece also could have had a better, less antagonistic headline.

That's on us. As we put the paper to bed Friday night, the phrasing seemed to capture
Hovde's lengthy column in four simple words. But it was overly simplistic, leaving
readers incensed before they'd ever read the column. If they ever did.

The worst part was the one thing we had no control over, Between the editing of the
column Friday and its publication on Sunday came the deadliest attack on the Jewish
community in U.S. history. A man who frequently posted anti-Semitic views on social
media killed 11 Jewish congregants in Pittsburgh.

Some readers believed we'd purposefully run the piece following those events, hoping
to send an even more insidious message. We did not.

The timing was unintentional and we regret it.
So why did we run it at ali?

We believe in free speech, a free press and the importance of open debate to our civic
health. We allow significant leeway for writers to present their opinions and argue their
case. These pages are a place to air opinions, even unpopular ones.

Advertisement
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Sometimes readers will nod heartily in agreement. Other times, they'll feel anger and
discomfort. That's the point. We believe there is value in airing those views so readers
can debate, disagree and perhaps even discover their own blind spots.

These are real opinions from your felow community members.

These opinions don't diminish or discount The Oregonian/Oregonlive's newsroom,
which operates independent of the editorial board and our Opinion section. And these
opinions, whether in a letter, op-ed or columin, won't by definition cover the same
ground as a news article nor aim for the same goal.

For exampie, The Oregonian/OregonLive has published more than 20 stories since
July 1 about Gibson and his followers going into great detail about his actions, his
rhetoric and the company he keeps. One opinion column does net "normalize” him, as
some have argued, or negate such deep news reporting.

One reader wrote that our responsibility is "to make sure your opinion pages reflect
the reality its reporters and editors work so hard to expose." We disagree. The opinion
pages aren't meant to be a mirror of the news operation.

Advertisement

We recognize that reality for some of our readers on Sunday was anger and frustration
with Hovde's column. We received many social media comments, emails and phone
calls in response. Thank you to all who have taken the time to write us. We'll continue
to post your letters and have dedicated our usual op-ed page to readers response to
the column.

MeBuon't always geldir - No hum n. ndeavar does. But we hoPéyst®  ntinue to

. Sign In Search
join us in attempting a conversation.
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Cider Riot Attorney Compares Patriot Prayer
Lawsuit To Efforts Against KKK

by Meerah Powell {{contributor/mesrah-powell/) OPB May 7, 2018 12:12 p.m. | Updated: May 7, 2019 2:01 p.m.

Oregon Justice Resource Center atforney Juan Chavez said legal action against Patriot Prayer,
a Vancouver-based far-right group that attracts white supremacists and has engaged in
violence, is akin to past lawsuits against the Ku Khux Klan.

Chavez is representing Cider Riot owner and cider maker Abram Goldman-Armstrong pro
bono. He also represented Aaron Canti, a protester who said he was injured by a Portland
police flash-bang last year (https://www.opb.org/news/article/portland-independent-police-
review-aaron-cantu/).

The Cider Riot lawsuit is requesting $1 million in damages from Patriot Prayer members due
to fights that broke out during a May Day event last week at the bar.

“When the Klan first appeared and began their terror campaign, Congress passed laws to allow
people to fight back against that terror in court, effectively paralyzing the Klan for decades,”
Chavez said during a press conference at Cider Riot on Tuesday.

Patriot Prayer leader Joey Gibson and his group have traveled to Portiand for years o engage
in street fights with anti-fascist protesters, which Chavez said needs to end.

“We are here again today to avail ourselves to the court and to the law 1o stop this terror,”
he said.

The May Day event at Cider Riot was hosted by Rose City Antifa, a far-left, anti-fascist group
that has also engaged in violence.

hitps:iavw.aph.org/newsfarticle/oregon-abram-go ldman-armstrong-cid ee-ciot-zftomey-patrist-prayerdawsuit/ 113



¥45% der Riot lawsuit all S AP Y T AR St 2 8 PATHET PIYE HhelB harassed Cider
Riot patrons on May 1 and that the group’s leader, Joey Gibson, facilitated a street fight. It
lists Patriot Prayer L1.C, Gibson, long-time Patriot Prayer member lan Kramer and others

as defendants.

“For too long, Joey Gibson and Patriot Prayer have used violence and intimidation te drive a
wedge between our community members,” Chavez said.

During the May Day violence, people used pepper spray and threw bricks, Goldman-
Armstrong said.

One of Cider Riot’s patrons was knocked unconscious. The lawsuit alleges specifically that
Kramer hit the woman on the head with a baton, giving her a “serious vertebrae fracture.”

“Thankfully, more people were not injured by these guys. They're a gang. They're a hate group
that came down to attack a peaceful gathering,” Goldman-Armstrong said. “I had to turn my
production area into an emergency medieal station.”

He also said he felt “hung out to dry” by Portland police, who he said did not respond to the
scene until about an hour after the group of Patriot Prayer members had left.

“We phoned them. Numerous neighbors phoned them ... and there was no appropriate
response,” Goldman-Armstrong said.

Videos of the confrontation show Cider Riot patrons also fought with Patriet Prayer members.
Chavez said it was self-defense.

“What we saw were people who were fighting back against people who were pepper-spraying
them, who were intimidating them, who wanted to start a fight with them,” he said, “They
drove them back; they didn’t follow them down the streets. It was about self-defense.”

Gibson has denied that he and his supporters attacked first, and has alleged online that antifa
members attacked them.

Goldman-Armstrong said Patriot Prayer has been targeting Cider Riot for two years.

“1 don’t see how being an inclusive space for people to drink cider is a threat to them,” he said.
“We believe in standing up for what’s right and what you believe in and we’re not going to be
kowtowed by these fascist bullies coming down, crossing state lines, to attack our

establishment and our patrons.”
htlps:.’Mww.opb.nrgfnewsiarﬂcle!oregon-abram-goldmamarmslmng-cider-riut-anornay-palriot—prayar—lawsuiu M3



A8 <t claims that PAUE PR S R O RSN s,

In late January, Cider Riot, and other Portland organizations such as the TWW Union Hall and

the Democratic Party of Oregon, were vandalized with graffiti. The lawsuit alleges Patriot
Prayer was involved.

Goldman-Armstrong also said the group “doxed” him by posting his home address online.

“They’ve been targeting me personally and my business now for some time,” he said, “but this
isn’t just a threat to me; this is a threat to everyone in our community.”

Cider Riot bad to recently shut down its social media and unplug its phone due to an influx of
threats and hate speech from Patriot Prayer supporters, Goldman-Armstrong said.

et —— o=

y Earl Blumenauer
¥ @repblumenauer

| stand with people who stand against hate! Cider Riot walks
the talk! twitter.com/OJRCenter/stat. ..

0JRC @OJRCenter i
Thank you @repblumenauer for stopping by Cider Rict and supporting .
our client in standing-up against hate! We are proud to represent and
stand with Cider Riot in its lawsuit against the alt-right...and, we
appreciate the amazing cider, alsol! #lLetsFightTheFeaiTogether

617 915 PM - May 6, 2019

i_.......... —_——

147 peopte are talking about this



Cider Riot has received support from community members after the May Day brawl. U.S. Rep.
Earl Blumenauer, D-Oregon, stopp_ed by the bar Monday to show his support for the business
(hitps:/ /twitter.com/repblumenauer/status/1125615184934924288).

Although he said he’s worried about the safety of himself and his staff because of the May Day
incident and corresponding lawsuit, Goldman-Armstrong said he’s proud to stand up “against
this sort of hate.” |

“It’s come to this point and enough is enough. Gibson and his gang have been intimidating us
for so long,” Goldman-Armstrong said. “I'm not going to take it anymore and hopefully if we
make a stand, we can remain being open and remain being a safe and inclusive space for
everybody in the community — and hopefully get them to stop harassing other folks in
Portland as well.”

More News

{/ e cle / moth—cateilr—outbreak—central—washington /)

Researchers Work To Control Moth Outbreak In Washington {inews/article/moth-caterpillar-outbreak-central-washington/)
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Owner of Cider Riot sues Patriot Prayer, Joey Gibson for
$1 million after May Day clash outside Portiand bar

Updated May O3, Z019;
Posted May 03, 2019

LC- Mark Graves

Joey Gibson.

1.1k

By Jayati Ramakrishnan | T onlan/0O jvo




The owner of Portland bar Cider Riot is suing Patriot Prayer founder Joey Gibson for
$1 million, claiming Gibson and several other right-wing protesters showed up at the
business on Wednesday and fought with customers, causing mayhem and physical
injury to at least one person.

Abram Goldman-Armstrong, who owns Cider Riot, is suing the Patrict Prayer
organization as well as Gibson, 1an Kramer and 25 others who he says were invoived

in the incident. The claims include negligence, trespass and intentional infliction of
amotional distress.

On Wednesday, Cider Riot hosted a May Day celebration, at which people who had
participated in demonstrations earlier in the day gathered to listen to live music.
About 20 right-wing protesters, including Gibson, arrived at the business, and a
clash between them and patrons of Cider Riot ensued. Video of the incident shows
people deploying pepper spray, and several people fighting. According to the lawsuit,
Kramer, a frequent Patriot Prayer rally participant, hit a female patron of Cider Riot
on the head with a baton and knocked her unconscious.

On Friday, Goldman-Armstrong said he couldn’t comment further on the lawsuit. The
organization representing him, the Oregon Justice Resource Center, issued a
staternent saying that Goldman-Armstrong had the right to operate his business in
peace, and that Portland residents had been “terrorized” by Gibson and his
associates for too long.



“Qur community is suffering and we must respond to the seriousness of the threat
posed by the actions and words of white nationalists, white supremacists and the
alt-right.” the group said. “We need to send a message that their brand of hate is not
welcome in Portland”

In response to the suit, Gibson said he was the one who was assauited while
standing on a public sidewalk.

“I walk into dangerous situations, | never fight back,” he told the
Oregonian/OregonLive. He said his intention in going o Cider Riot that day was to
take video and show the event that Cider Riot was hosting. He said the event was co-
hosted by Rose City antifa.

“Tome it’s very odd that a place serving alcohol has 80 people masked up,” he said.

He said when he got there, people were drinking on the patio and wearing masks,
and several had cans of bear spray. He says neither he nor the people he came with
had spray or any sort of weapons, although video footage shows people from both
groups deploying bear spray, and members of the group that came with Gibson
throwing projectiles at the bar patrons.

Warning: Video confains graphic language.

Cider Riot has done benefits for antifa and has also been vandalized in the

nast. RICOOT. huge fight! pic.twitter.com/PKeRdYCF&d

— Mike Bivins (@itsmikebivins) May 2 2019




Goldman-Armstrong said this is not the first time Gibson and Patriot Prayer have
targeted his business. He said they have sprayed graffiti on his buiiding and stolen a
flag that hung in front of the business.

—Jayati Ramakrishnan; 503-221-4320; jramakrishnan@oregonian.com;
@JRamakrishnanQOR
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Nearly 100 groups join Portland mayor in warning Aug. 17
protesters

Updated Aug 14, 2019
Posted Aug 13, 2018

Dave Killen

Multiple groups faced off in downtown Portland on Saturday, June
29, 2018. (Dave Killen/The Oregonian)

743 2.1k
shares

By .layati Ramakrishnan | The Qregonian/Oregontive

The mayor of Portiand and nearly 100 city groups and individuals will meet
Wednesday to warn protesters who plan to get violent at Saturday’s planned event:
Don’t.



Portlgid mayor 1 vers civic leaders in continued push

agayisk protest \iv .nue Subscribe
Signia Search

Mayor Ted Wheeler's office released a statement Tuesday afterncon announcing
that he has gathered a group of almost 100 city agencies, labor unions, universities,
other organizations, and individuals, all of whom will jein him to publicly denounce
violence at the upcoming protests. The groups will gather at Pioneer Courthouse
Square on Wednesday from 10-11 a.m.

Lintield Uollege

“To anyone pianning to commit violence during demaonstrations in Portland
scheduled for Saturday, August 17, 2019, you are not welcome here,” the news
release said. “If you choose to commit violence, you wil face legal consequences.”

The news release said Wheeler, city commissioners Amanda Fritz and Jo Ann
Hardesty, Portland Police Chief Danielie Outlaw and some others from the group
would speak at the event.

Tim Becker, a spokesman for Wheeler's office, said the cily started reaching out to
various organizations last week, but the groundwork for the coalition had been laid
long before that. He said that while the mayor’s staff contacted several groups,
others reached out to the city and asked to be invalved.

“So many people feel the same way — we don't want this,” Becker said.



He said although there have been other protests in the past, the information

offigiaghave received about the pct-- lal size and violenggaithis one led them to

- Weather ; B
form a coalition. Signle  Search

“This is unprecedented — at least for this administration,” he said,

The city is anticipating a right-wing ralty and a left-wing counter-protest Saturday
and has been preparing for the possibility that the events could get viclent. Several
events have been moved or canceled for that day, and police are encouraging
people to stay away from the area that day.

HAVE YOU
GIVEN UP
ON YOUR

| E,‘ D. P‘LLS?__

| Wiil Proud Bays, antifa showdown mark a tipping point for
Portiand?

Right-wing activists from around the country have been planning a rally at Tom
McCall Waterfront Park to condemn anti-fascists, or antifa, They have aiso been
pushing to have antifa designated as domestic terrorists.

A list of the groups that have joined the mayor's coalition is below. Becker said more
groups may join.

Portland Timbers

Portland Thorns



U.S. Attorney Office, District of Gregon
M&ﬂ%gl%ah County 9&&?&‘;&

Travel Portland

Portland Business Alliance

Venture Portland

Business for a Better Portiand

Oregon State Representative Janelle Bynum
Former Oregon State Senator Avel Gordiy
Oregon Commission on Asian and Pacific islander Affairs
Laborers

Portland Public Schools

Portland Public Schools Board of Education
Oregon Commission on Black Affairs
Oregon Commission of Hispanic Affairs
Somali American Council of Oregon
Coalition of Communities of Color

Native American Youth and Family Center
Latino Network

Muslim Educational Trust

Chinese American Citizens Alliance

Black Male Achievement

Multnomah County Cammissioners

Multnomah Youth Commission

Subscribe
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Portland Office of Government Relations

pBY City AttornoyDeice Subscribe
Portland Office of Equity and Human Rights

Portiand Office of Community Technology

Portland Bureau of Emergency Management

Sign in

Portland Office of Management & Finance
Portiand Bureau of Development Services
Portland Office of Community and Civic Life
Portland Police Association

Portland Fire and Rescue

Portiand Police Bureau

Portland Water Bureau

Portland Children’s Levy

Downtown Portiand Clean & Safe

Joint Office of Homeless Services
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Portland's anti-Trump protest turns violent, as rioters
rampage in Pearl

Updated Jan 09, 2019;
Postad Nov 10, 2014

ByJimRyan [T r ian/Ore

A third consecutive day of anti-Trump demonstrations turned violent Thursday night,
as protesters began with a rush-hour march and chanting but eventually

damaged cars at a dealership and rampaged through the Pear! District shattering
business windows into Friday morning.




Police declared the demonstration a "riot" more than three hours after its 5 p.m.
start, citing "extensive criminal and dangerous behavior.” The bureau said it warned
the crowd ahout the designation, then tweeted that rioting is a class C felony. It later

tweeted that 26 were arrested in the demonstration, which lasted into early Friday
motming.

Portiand anti-Trump protest Nov. 10, 2016

Officers in riot gear on numercus occasions used flash-bang grenades and fired
rubber pepper ball spheres at the crowd after it refused repeated demands 1o
disperse. Police report officers were "taking projectiles;” protesters were seen
throwing objects toward officers, and some fired fireworks in their direction.

The officers didn't move in until after a small fraction of the thousands of protesters
became destructive.

Police tweeted that many demonstrators were “trying to get anarchist groups to
stop destroying property" and that "anarchists" were refusing to do so.
Demonstrators at many peints chanted "peaceful protest.”




Sgt. Pete Simpson, a Portiand police spokesman, told the Washington Post that
anarchists "aligned with the Black Bioc groups” infiltrated the peaceful protest while
"covered head-to-toe and carrying weapons.” He didn't elaborate about what kind of
weapons they were allegedly toting, though he said some demonstrators

smashed elecirical boxes with baseball bats.

Gregory McKelvey, spokesman for the new Portiand's Resistance organization,
tweeted that the group's protest wasn't responsible for the violence.

A large crowd of protesters -- at least on par with the 2,000 that gathered the night
before and estimated as high as 4,000 -- started at Pioneer Courthouse Square in
the early evening before taking off on a route that included a stop at the Portland
waterfront and trip over the Hawthorne Bridge into Southeast Portland.

It eventually moved into Northeast Portland, where at least 13 cars at Toyota of
Portland were vandalized, according to a sales manager.

Protesters then made their way west across the Broadway Bridge and into the Pearl
District, where business windows along Northwest Lovejoy Street and elsewhere
were smashed.

. Mikeford Biziths

& @itsmikebiving

Car windows getting smashed left and right. #Trumpriot




About 9:45 p.m., police in riot gear confronted the crowd and shut down the North
Park Blocks area. They warned that some protesters were preparing "gas and flares"
and that participants should leave for their own safety.

Police said protesters should return to Pioneer Courthouse Square to continue
peaceful protest, and those remaining would be arrested.

It was unclear if any arrests had been made by 10 p.m. Most protesters moved in the
direction of Pioneer Courthouse Square; a few remained in the park blocks area.

Marchers headed back south into downtown along Broadway. The crowd wound its
way through streets, and riot police eventually stopped the protesters after 11:30
p.m. at Southwest 6th and Yamhill Street.

Portiand, Oregon Police Try to Disperse Protesters

As Thursday became Friday, the standoff continued, with Oregon State Police
officers also being deployed at Southwest Yamhill Street and 4th Avenue. Flash bang
and less-than-lethal rounds were being deployed as officers advanced to clear the
crowd.

By 1 a.m. Friday, the crowd had thinnad considerably. Police continued a standoff
with a relatively small spattering of protesters, and others farther back. Officers
continued to advancing down the street until protesters gradually thinned out.

The crowd by 1:30 a.m. had thinned to the point where no one primary protest group
appeared to exist, By 2 a.m. the city appeared {o have quieted.



Protesters stayed off freeways in a departure from the previous two anti-Trump
demonstrations. Early in the evening, authorities briefly closed freeways as a
precaution, TriMet trains and buses were affected, and traffic was disrupted where
protesters passed.

Tensions flared at times between protesters and motorists, with police tweeting they
received reports of "vandalism and aggressive behavior" in the protest crowd.
Altercations included a motorist's windshield being cracked while she tried to
navigate through protesters, saying she needed to tend to an emergency.

Some observers reported that a woman apparently was injured after some
demonstrators said she was throwing liquid Tide at protesters. A bottle of Tide lay on
the ground nearby as demonstrators called for protest medics to tend to the woman,
who stayed on the ground for a few minutes.

Trump tweeted mid-Thursday night about the protests that have erupted across the
country, calling them "unfair" and prompted by the media.

BPonald J. Trump
* @realDonaldTrump

Just had a very open and successful presidential election. Now
professional protesters, incited by the media, are protesting. Very
unfairt

205K 7:19 PM - Nov 10, 2016

120K people are talking about this

A new activist group galvanized by Trump's election was among those
demonstrating Thursday in Porttand. Dubbed Portiand's Resistance and composed
of students and youth from protests that took over freeways Wednesday morning
and night, spokesman McKelvey said the organization wilt use anti-Trump efforts to
prop up local movements.

He said before the protest that the organization doesn't support destruction and
vandalism. :

Protest chants tncluded the rallying cali of “Not my president,” in reference to the
newly elected Trump. Somme protesters carried signs, among them: "Oppression
thrives off isolation. Stand united." "We reject the fascist agenda.” "You're fired!”



Witness describes peaceful march turning into riot

Halim Byron, speaking from Pioneer Courthouse Square in the early evening, said he
decided to join in the latest protest partly because be believes Trump
fiouts convention -- then flaunts it.

“He does what he wants to, and he’s made that a cornerstone of his campaign,” said
Byron, a 60-year-old Portland resident.

Kaden Burdick, a 20-year-oid Portland resident, said in the early evening he sees the
election of Trump as a rise of white supremacy and wants to fight against racism,
xenophobia and homophaobia that Trump’s comments appear to have unleashed.

As the larger rally gathered at the Waterfront, a smalier, faith-based group remained
back in the small, tiered space in Pioneer Courthouse Square's northwest corner.
Leaders from Muslim, Jewish, Christian, Sikh, Buddhist and First Nations faiths
spoke to the crowd that lingered long after the larger Trump protest embarked onto
downtown Portland's streets.

The leaders put together the event to coincide with the march, said Rev. Michael
Eilick, senior minister of First Congregational United Church of Christ.

Ellick, who served as emcee for a parade of speakers, said before the event in a news
release: "Por just about anybody who isn't white, for anybody who isn'tin the top 1
percent and -- you know -- for all women everywhere -- there is a lot of fear right now.
So it's more important than ever for the spiritual and moral adults on this planet to
show up, speak clearly and get organized.”



The audience lingered at least an hour after the larger group departed, mostly
listening to speakers and occasionally breaking into song, such as the spiritual, "We
Shalt Overcome.™

They were dwarifed by a 75-foot Douglas fir that had been set up just hours earlier in
preparation for the city's annuai holiday tree-lighting ceremeny on the day after
Thanksgiving.

TriMet earlier had warned again that MAX lines and most buses would likely
experience significant delays because of ihe protests -- in Pioneer Courthouse
Square, as well as elsewhere around the city, including Mt. Tabor Park and Holladay
Park.

TriMet tweeted an appeal for protesters to not block public transit. The agency said
it respects the right to peacefully demonstrate, but "if you're out there making your
voice heard, please don't disrupt transit service. ... Similarly, we ask that you don't
vandalize our equiprnent.”

While the smashing was going on across the river, a group of about 50 people sat on
steps or stood waiting to take a microphone along the downtown waterfront as a
scattering of votive candles flickered on the ground. They talked about losing a loved
one to HIV, supporting Hillary Clinton and even laughed at ways to best chalienge
Trump.

Two people sat side by side with a sign that said "We shall overcome.” A woman with
children listened intently.

-- Jim Ryan and Allan Brettman
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J oéy Gibson’s Strategy Now Is Just Baiting
Antifa to Fight With Cops

Gibson says as long as anfifascists keep trying to stop him, he will keep
planning rallies.

Portland's leftist protesters are wan'mg with Mayor Ted Wheeler and the Portiand Police Bureau in the wake of
clashes between antifascist protesters and eops during a Sept. 10 waterfront demonstration.

'The organizer of the far-right protest that day says setting off violence between antifa and police was the whole
idea.

Joey Gibson, the leader of Vancouver, Wash. extremist group Patriot Prayer, says whether antifa protesters
brawl with his supporters or just clash with police, it's a "win-win" for the far right.

collegze samgs IPIan'Q

Related: Police in Vancouver detained man for nearly running down antifa protesters with his
bruck.

He adrnits to what has become an increasingly obvious strategy for right-wing street agitators across the West
. Coast: They show up ta goad leftists into a fury, then et them fight police while TV cameras roll.

"We have to expose antifa and expose the hatred,” Gibson says. "We want that on camera. We want people to
see that.™

The strategy isn't exactly novel: It foliows a right-wing pattern in Portland since at jeast April, when a yumoer of
white supremacists marching in a parade inspired an anonymous letter threatening vinlence.

But it appears to mark a shift for Gibson and his Vancouver group, who talked last month of taking a nnifying
approach—at least until Gibson's ifl-fated trip to Berkeley, Calif., where attacks by antifascist protesters earned
antifa a rebuke by Heuse Minority Leader Mancy Pelosi (D-Calif.).



Thay shift in the politica} Jandscape, coupled with antifa's sudden national notoriety as a left-wing boo

gave GEn op

RET RUCY
"t think Berkeley woke people up,” he says.

However, a few hours before counter-protesters chased Gibson out of the Berkeley protest, Gibson told the
Portland State Vanguard that Patriot Prayer’s goal was to "unite moderates.”

"We can't just go from eity to city just rallying,” Gibson told reporters in Berkeley. "Even the word 'raily’ I don’t
like because it just sounds like geiting a bunch of people who think the same way 1o be like, Let's go get 'em,’
and so T want to get away from that,”

Four days later, Gibson abandoned this thetorie and told his followers in a Facebaok live stream that "exposing
antifa" was his goal in California ali along.

It certainly appeared to be the strategy in Portland last weekend, where only a handful of Pattiot Prayer
supporters set foot in downiown, leaving police and antifa to fight each other. Video of violent arrests has
dominated the Portland news cyele since Sundey—with some attention going to the driver in Vanconver who
sped his car toward a crowd of antifs protesters. (Police let him go.)

While his supporters continué 10 frequently engage in street fights with counterprotesters, it's hard to view hig
movement as peaceful.

"I understand the eriticism,” Gibson says.

Despite his recent emphasis on nonviolence in speeches and his move to keap his supporters from fighting in
dovwntown Portland on Sumday, Gibson says he still stands by his supporters who get in fights out of "self-
defense ™

"I do believe in your God-giver right to self defense,” Gibson says. "That's why I carry concealed carry. That's
why I love the Second Amendment, 1 love self defense.”

Become a Friend of Willamette Week.

Help support local journalism that makes a difference.

Support Willamette
Week,

TRENDING
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Texts Between Portland Police and Patriot

Prayer Ringleader Joey Gibson Show
Warm Exchange

The texts show that Lt. Jeff Niiya had a friendly rapport with far-right
organizer Joey Gibson.

By Katie Shepherd 1 Pubiished February 14 Updated February 14 -

Hundreds of texts between Porfland pohce and right-wing orgamzer J oey Gibsen reveal the extent to which law
enforcement officers talked to and even coordinated with right-wing activists in erder to police protests in 2017
and 2018,

The texts, obtained by W through a public records request, show that Portland Police Lt. Jeff Niiya had a
friendly rapport with Gibson, frequently discussing Gibson's plans to demonstrate in Portland and even joking
at times.

Gibson’s events, occurring regularly in the Pacific Northwest since President Donald Trump's election, have
alarmed and enraged Porilanders—even prompting the mayor to propose new rules restricting protests. That's
beeause the rallies have attracted white supremacists and other extremists, and are often thinly veiled pretexts
for Gibson's group, the Vancouver-Wash-based Patriot Prayer, 10 wage violent street fights with masked
antifascists,

Niiya is the commanding officer for the Portland Polire Burean rapid response team that patrols protests. That
makes him one of the primary officers collecting intefligence about protest groups in Pertland,

Niiya and the Portland Police Bureau have good reasom to collect intelligence from right-wing organizers. Yet
some of Niiya's texts raise questions about whether Poriland Police help Patriot Prayer supportess to evade
arrest during events,

Several texts involve Gibson's Jongtime adjunct, Tusitala "Tiny" Toese, who often brawls with antifascist
protesters, has allegedly assaulied people who were not proiesting, and has been arvested multiple times in
Portiand.

On Dec, 8, 2017, Niiya asks Gibson if Toese had "his court stuff taken care of,” referring to an active warrant for

Toese's arrest. Niiya goes on to say officers ignored the warrant at a past protest and tells Gibson that he doesn't
see g need to arrest Toese even if he has a watrrant, unless Toese commits a new crime,
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A spokeswoman for the Police Burean says it is not unusual for officers to suggest people turn themselves in to
avoid being arrested on a warrant.

"It is not uncommon for officers to provide guidance for someone to turn themselves in on a warrant if the
subject is not present,” says Li. Tina Jones. "In crowd management situations, it may not be safe or prudent to

arrest a person right at that time, so the arrest may be delayed or followed up on later. There is no way of
knoewing how often this happens, as it is not something we track.”

WW asked Gibson for comment on his relationship with Niiya and the tests. His response was brief: "Sweet," he
texted.

The texts also show that Niiya at times told Gibson where lefiist protests were taking place, including unrelated
protests as well as antifascist marches with people in black blee intent on protesting Patriot Prayer. At least
onice, Niiya told Gibson that Portland police were not monitoring a protest hosted by the Queer Liberation
Front in an attempt to dissuade Gibsen's right-wing group from showing up.

Portland police officers attempt to reach out to all groups the burean knows plan to demonstrate in Portland.

It’s unclear whether Niiya and PPB were also communicating with antifascist
organizers, though Portland Police officials have said the bureau struggles to
get information from some leftist protest groups. A story by WW in 2017
showed Niiya had texted extensively with at least one antifa protester.

Portland Police have taken criticism from left-leaning activists for appearing to favor right-wing protesters in
the past. Drafts of an Independent Police Review analysis of police actions at a June 4, 2017 protest noted that
at least one officer viewed the Tight-wing protesters affiliated with Gibson's Vancouver, Wash. group, Patriot
Prayer, &s "much more mainstream” than left-wing antifascist groups.

Gibson and Niiya discussed those Antifa activists in their written exchanges.

In one exchange, it appears that Niiya and Gibson were diseussing reporting by The CGregonian. They both
mention organizer Luis Enrique Marquez, who has been a target of the far-right activists and has heen arrested
several times in Porfland at protests.

*Wow, when will others realize Luis is [...] involved in so much,” Niiya texted on Jan. 2, 2018, in response 10
Gibson camplaining about the activist.

"I am going to seTeen shot our conversations and send i to Oregonian now,” Gibson replies.




Niiya texts back: "Wonder if they will pick it up. They didn't even mention Luis in the story about June (Gm)
iDE

RET RIIKY 3
*He's a bad dude,” Gibson texis. "He threw Gia under the bus while at the same time ¢claiming PPD is taking
advantage of minorities. Every single problem we run into it goes back te him."

(Fune Davies, who has also gone by the names Gia and Tan, is a former antifascist protester and street medic
who was run out of leftist organizing groups after their texts with Niiya became public. Both The Oregonian
and WIW coverad the failout from the leaked messages.)

Gibsan also told Niiya over text that he was plarning to run for U.S. Congress in January 2018, before he
formally announced his eampaign. He said he would intentionally "use” protesters in Portland and Seattle to
promote his run for office. From the outset, Gibson doubted his chances to win the election.

*The hate against me will multiply because I am running for office, so when I come into Portland and Seattle
the energy will be high,” Gihson wrote. “I know it's 2 pain in the ass for you guys, but I will do the best I can to
work with yow."

Niiya responded: "Your [sic] running for office?!! Good for you. County levei?"

"Running for US senate,” Gibson said, "Wl take a miracle for me to win but people are backing me so we wiil
see what happens. I will be using Portland and Seattle protesters as a part of the campaign so i will impact you
guys unfortunately, so 1 appologize [gicl now ahead of éime.”

Become a Friend of Willamette Week.

Help support local journalism that makes a difference.

Support Willamette
Week.
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Qiaf2019 Owner of Local Bar Sues Joey Gibson After Fisthghts And Pepper Spray On May Day - Willamette Week
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Owner of Local Bar Sues Joey Gibson
After Fistfights And Pepper Spray On May
Day

"Patriot Prayer exists as a cipher for other violent groups to conduct
paramilitary actions in the Portland metro area."

31; Katla Shepherd | Published May 3 Updated May 4

The owner of Cider Rmt a northeast Portland bar, filed a $1 million lawsuit today agamst Joey Gibson, leader
of the far-right protest group Patriot Prayer, for instigating a brawi outside the bar.

The snit, filed this afternoon in Multnomah County Circuit Court, alleges Gibson interfered with business at
Cider Riot on May 1, after he showed up to "expose” antifascist protesters who had gathered at the bar after
participating in largely peaceful May Day demonstrations.

The suit also names Ian Kramer, who is aceused of striking a woman with a baton to the back of her head hard
enough to knock her unconscious, along with 25 unnamed right-wing defendants who participated in the
clash.

"Patriot Prayer exists as a cipher for other violent groups to conduct paramilitary actions in the Portland
metro area,” the suit says. "Their activities have culminated in a number of protests marked by state and
right-wing violence, Patriot Prayer's strategy and intent for doing so is to aj force a confrontation with leftist
groups, b) utilize police departments and eity governments into imposing harsh crowd comntrol measures on
leftists, and ¢) intimidate groups into not showing up.”

Read the lawsnit here.

The suit mentions 2 history of violent incidents involving Patriot Prayer, including an atiempt in January to
crash 2 Democratic Socialists of America meeting at the Indusirial Workers of the World unien hall in
Southeast Portland. A week later, an unidentified person spray painted anti-Antifa messages on the TWW
building, vandalized a mural at Cider Riot and left graffiti on the Democratic Party of Oregon offices.

WUDS JAWwWw, wweek.cormin ews/couris/20 19/05/03/owner-of-lncal-tar-sues-jasy-gibson-after-fistfighis-and-peppe r-spray-or-may-day/ M5
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= Gibson denies that his followers had ing {o do with the vandalism.

On May 1, Gibson and his fbllowers pmgiﬁeﬁder [:ot ] ere SOveTa]

black-clad protesters had gathered. He allegediy yelled at the antifascist group, taunting them to "do
something.”

In a video of the initial clash, one man standing near Gibson pepper-sprayed the people on the patio, who
. immediately fired back with bear mace. A brief skirmish broke out, with people on both sides throwing glasses
and rocks.

May Day fight at Cider Riot (Video by Mike Bivins)

Video by Mike Bivins.

The lawsuit says Gibson then became ringmaster for a one-on-one fistfight between two men in the street—
one right-wing, one left-wing.

"Gibson then facilitated and refereed a street fight between two persons outside of Cider Riot,"” the lawsuit
alleges. "He dictated the rules, and kept others from intervening while livestreaming 1o his followers. Gibson
continued to antagonize the patrons at Cider Riot, whom were trying to force his retreat. Defendant Tan
Kramer, a frequenter of Patriot Prayer ratlies and associate of Gibson, used a baton to crack a Cider Riot
patron on the head, knocking her unconscious.”

The lawsuit alleges that the woman soffered a veriebrae fracture, which was the most serious injury reported
during the incident. (The woman has not spoken to police, although antifascist organizers are raising money
for her medical eare.)

https:Awww.wweek.com/mewsfooLrs/2019/05/03fowner-of-focal-bar-sues-ivey-gibsen-after-istights-and-pepper-spray-on-may-day/ 215
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— Although there was limi atnage, the lawsujt sayg Gibsgn j :
. intentionally inflicted emytiyrial fiistyesy on t qu‘%é(ci . jpalice did not show v
had largely dissipated. - ? ]

"No property was damaged, other than a few pint glasses broken, but one of my customers was knocked
unconseious and one of Joey's goons was attacking people with a baton and spraying people in my patio with
pepperspray,” says Abram Goldman-Armstrong, who owns Cider Riot. He also says a dog was injured by a
right-wing brawler. "We have been receiving death threats and abusive phone calls and social media pests,
and Joey is apparently trying to attack again tonight, while we host a documentary screeming.”

Indeed, Gibson encouraged his social media followers to leave negative reviews on the Cider Riot Facebook
and Yelp pages. He also posted a link to a movie screeming planned at the bar May 3.

When asked by WW about the lawsuit, Gibson says he's unconcerned.

“1 think that's great because they have to spend money for their lawyer, my lawyer, and the fines coming down
on them for allowing drunk customers to spit and spray me with pepper spray numerous time while they are
on Cider Riot property as I am standing on a public sidewalk,” Gibson tells WW in a text message. "They also
allowed their security at the front door to attack a neutral journalist who was seeking help from the owner at
the front door."

Goldman-Armstrong is being represented pro bono by lawyers at the Oregon Justice Resource Center.

“For too long, Portlanders have been terrorized by Joey Gibson and his
adherents,” says Juan Chavez, one of the OJRC lawyers representing the bar.
“Patriot Prayer and associated individuals and groups have repeatedly
invaded our city, seeking to cause trouble, intimidate communities, and
impede economic activity. Our client’s complaint seeks recognition of and
compensation for the damage Joey Gibson and Patriot Prayer are doing to a
law abiding Portland business. We need to send a message that their brand
of hate is not welcome in Portland.”

Become a Friend of Willamette Week.

Help support local journalism that makes a difference.

Support Willamette Week.
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Lawyers Add New Claims and
Defendants to Lawsuit Targeting
Right-Wing Violence at Cider Riot

"Defendants were spoiling for a fight," the lawsuit alleges.

By Katie Shepherd ! Published May 7 Updated May 7

After filinga civil suit aga.mst Patriot Prayerleader Joey Gibson, lawyers for a Portland cider bar
have added new charges related to economic interference—and nanied four more defendants—in
the $1 miltion lawsuit following a riot cutside the bar on May 1.

The suit, filed pro bono on behalf of Cider Riot owner Abram Goldman-Armstrong, alleges Gibson
and his followers acted negligently, trespassed, intentionally inflicted emotional distress and
interfered with economic relations.

"Defendants were spoiling for a fight,” the lawsuit alleges.
The Oregon Justice Resouree Center represents Goldman-Armstrong.

Along with Gibson, 2 man named Ian Xramer was named in the original complaint for allegedly
hitting a woman in the back of the head with a baion, knocking her unconscious and cracking her
spine,

Read the amended complaint here.

Now, four more people have been named in the suit. One of the new defendants is Christopher
Ponte, a "cop watcher” who frequently films protests and has been convicted on gun charges.
Mackenzie Lewis is accused of having "battered one individual in an effort to 'demask’ the person.”

Matthew "Deme” Cooper, who has alse regularly video taped far-right rallies, allegedly "batiered
Plaintiff's patrons and aitempted to intimidate them.”



= The sixth defendant is David Willis, who started a splinter far-right
The lawsuit mentions sodgal ok by Willis ur hi
and “cleaiise the dtreetd.” Y 1 J o\
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Cider Riot's lawyers added the new claim of interfering with economic relations, citing online
harassment that encouraged negative reviews and "frivolous complaints” to the Oregon Liquor
Control Commission. (Some specific deseriptions of incidents of violence, including a "demasking"
and nultiple assaults, were also newly detailed in the complaint.)

Asked about the additional allegations in the lawsuit, Gibson denied responsibility. He told WW he
had not seen video footage that shows one of his followers was the first to use pepper spray on May
1

"Their claim about asking people to make negative reviews, it's not accurate,” he says.

Gibson did ask people to leave reviews on Cider Riot's Facebook page, which he acknowledges, but
he says he did not specify that they should be negative. (He wrote: "Feel free to leave reviews on
Cider Riot's FB page.”)

"I believe people have a right to know that if you go to Cider Riot, there could be 100 people
masked up with weapons,” he says.

The righi-wing protest leader did acknowledge that some of his followers threw projectiles at the
black-clad crowd sitting in Cider Riot's outdoor patio. In his livestream, he told people stop
throwing objects, but did nothing else to stop them.

"“There were people throwing stuff,” he says. "I was not OK with that.”

He also admits that he has encouraged people to "demask” antifaseists, which is one of the
aliegations in the suit. "I definitely encouraged people to do that," he says.

He adds he would readily face criminal charges if pulling people’s masks off is illegal: "They should
charge it," he says. "1 talked to Portland Police, they saic I'm sure they eould charge you with
harassment or something,' I'm willing to take it.”

Portland police have been slow to make arTests for violence at far-right protests and riots. They did
not make arrests on May 1 after the clash at Cider Riot, despite a woman being knacked
uncenscious. Police say they are seeking reports and video footage from victims and witnesses.
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Portland Police Launched a Criminal
Investigation After Joey Gibson
Complained About an Antifascist

Demonstrator
A video labeled “ANTIFA scumbag” was used to make the arrest.

By Katie Shepherd | Published July 31  Updated July 31
The Email: |

Sent: Jan. 25, 2018
From: Jeffrey Niiya of the Portland Pofice Bureau
To: 10 recipients, including Franz Schoening of the Portland Police Bureau

Subject: FW: ANTIFA scumbag Luis Marguez trolling bicyclist at Trump impeachment rally —
YouTube

"Joey Gibson sent this to me and was upset we allowed Luis Marquez [fo] viclate this person's 1st
amendment rights. I want you to see how Luis is dressed to blend in with the normal people who
came out for this event. Yet, he is still leading the other black bloc.

"We need to waich for these tactics of them trying to blend in on these more mainstream evenis. I
would argue Luis could have and maybe should have been arrested since they were in the back of
the march and most likely would not have caused a huge flashpoint.”

‘What It Meant: Poriland Police Lt. Jeff Niiya was the officer leading the bureau's rapid response
team that patrols protests. That made him one of the primary officers collecting intelligence about

protest groups in Portland—especially the extremists who repeatedly gathered in the streets for
arganized brawls.

In January 2018, Niiya forwarded a YouTube video sent to him by Joey Gibson, organizer of the



Q
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]

on a bike from getting near a large march of people protesting President Donald Trump.

The email from Niiya appears to have launched a criminal investigation of Marquez and the
incident, Three days later, another police officer, Lt. Franz Schoening, replied: "Looks like a
prosecutable case to me. Ask Joey if his friend wants to sign a complaint?”

WW exclusively obtained the emails this week via a public records request.

More than a year after the email exehange, prosecutors filed a harassment charge against Marquez
for repeatedly blocking the path of Gregory Isaaesen, a Portland parks employee who has
frequently attended Patriot Prayer rallies. Marquez has been arrested several times for his actions
at past protests.

Why It Matters: Communications between Niiya and Gibson have drawn eriticism for appearing
to show eoordination between police and the right-wing extremist leader. After WW and The
Portland Mercury published friendly texts between the two men in February 2019, Mayor Ted
Wheeler called the messages "disturbing” and, in response to their publication, launched an
independent investigation into whether the Portland Police Bureau showed bias in policing
protesis.

Wheeler's office did not express alarm at Niiya's email aboui Marquez.

"When police have information about a crime oceurring, they investigate regardiess of whois
sharing the information,” the mayor's office said in a emailed statement.

More recently, the bureau has drawn criticism for not arresting violent protesiers more quickly,
after a conservative videographer was assaulted during a June march,

The Police Bureau says it is limited in what it can say about the case because it is an open
investigation.

"I would ask that you refrain from drawing conelusions based upon two emails without the greater
context or picture,” bureau spokeswoman Lt. Tira Jones wrote in an emailed response to guestions
from WW about the exchange. "Given the ongoing investigations, I am unable to provide further
context for these twe emails within the timeline you have provided.”



== The Mulmomah County District Attorney’s Office reviewed the case after WW sent the police Q

emails o the agency. Th officd sdys it djd not Aingl investifation pt with
tbson, butprosecufors’b VIV A URZ Conpmitie mq b ' | theavifience ghidrdd by ~

Portland police.

"Neither Mr. Gibson, nor anyone else, had any influence on the charging decision in this matter,”
says DA spokesman Breat Weisberg.

Weisberg adds the DA’s office does not make its charging decisiens based on politics. Prosecutors

recently pursued charges against two far-right brawlers, including Proud Boy Donovon Flippo, who
pleaded guilty to misdemeanor assautt this month.

Yet much of the worst violence in Portiand, often captured on video, has not resulted in arrests.

"Seems unusual that the police and prosecutors felt that these prosecutions were worthwhile uses
of their time,” says Michael German, a retired FBI agent who is now a fellow with the Brennan
Center for Justice, "when people were being attacked and injured on videotape and the attackers

- bragged about it in public social media accounts, yet weren't arrested.”

Become a Friend of Willamette Week.

Help support local journalism that makes a difference.

Support Willamette Week.

|
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Far-Right Brawler Ian Kramer Arrested For
Felony Assault And Other Crimes For May
Day Attack At Cider Riot

Video published on social media shows lan Kramer hit a woman with a

baton, knocking her unconscious.

By Katie Shepherd | ust 7 Upda e
Portland police today arrested far-right brawler Ian Kramer on six charges related te a May 1 assault in front of
a local cidery, including felony assault, unlawful use of a weapon, unlawful use of tear gas, and disorderly

conduct.

Matthew "Deme” Cooper is fisted as a co-defendant in the indictment, and he faces charges for disorderly
conduct and harassment, according to court records.

Portland Police searched Kramer's home and found a metal baton that may have been used in the attack.
A secret indictment was filed and unsealed by the court after Kramer's arrest Wednesday afternoon.

Kramer made headlines for attacking a group of antifascists at a local cidery, Cider Riot in Northeast Portland.
Earlier in the day, Krzmer had been marching with & small erowd of far-right provocateurs that included
current and former Proud Boys and Patriot Prayer supporters, but the Proud Boy's elders council says o
current Proud Boys were involved in the fight at Cider Riot.

The right-wing crowd had followed antifascists to Cider Riot, jeering at them and pepper spraying people sitting
on the pub’s patia. A fight between the two sroups broke out. Kramer allegedly hit a woman in the back of the
head, knocking her unconscious. A civil lawsuit against Patriot Prayer leader Joey Gibson, Kramer, Cooper and
several other people involved in the May 1 incident alleges Kramer broke one of the woman's vertebrae.

"Criminal violence is not tolerated in the City of Portland and our investigators have worked diligently on this
case,” Chief Danielle Qutlaw said in a statement on the arrest. “While these cases can take time, and delays in
arrest can be perceived as indifference or lack of care, the opposite is true. Our investigators are attentive to
detail, working behind the scenes to put together the strongest case possible for eonsideration in coordination
with local, state and federal partners.”



Mayor Ted Wheeler issued a warning to people threateniﬁg violetice at an Ang. 17 rally that will likely attra

*The people who come to our beautiful city to commmit acts of violence — and those who live here intent on doing
the same — will be held accountable regardless of their political beliefs,” Wheeler said in a video posted to
YouTube,

Police and prosecutors have weathered criticism for failing to make arrests in violent incidents between far-
right extremists and antifascists captured on camera at Portland protests. Last weel, WW reported that police
launched a criminal investigation after Gibson complained about a non-violent confrontation between an
antifascist and Patriot Prayer supporter before prosecutors brought charges against the leftist protester.

Become a Friend of Willamette Week.

Help support local journalism that makes a difference.

Support Willamette Week.
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Editor says Joey Gibson headline 'missed the
mark’

& Zane Spailing £ Monday, Cotober 29, 2018 -

Re for The Oregonian disliked the Pafriot Prayer coverage by Elizabeth Hovde.

Log In | You have viewed 1 of your 1 monthly pages. <>; _ (h‘l'tps:/!w:{a_}l{l)it{[i)%gsers}



TRIBUNE PHOTO; ZANE SPARLING - Patriot Prayer leader Joay Gltison iz shown here during the relly that turmed vioksnt in dowotown
Portiand on Cci. 13.

Pubiic criticism of newspapers is nothing new — but the state's oldest surviving daily may have leaped
inte a barrel of hot water for a sympathetic portrait of Patriot Prayer leader Joey Gibson.

The Oregonian's recent opinion piece
(hitps://www.oregenlive.com/opinionfindex.ssfi2018/10/elizabethhovde_the_misundersta.hirl) on the right-wing
activist ran with the headiine “Joey Gibson is misunderstoed” in the Sunday, Oct. 28 print adition. It also appsared
ontine that day.

A day later, editorial page editor Laura Gunderson admilied that the title "missed the pahrk" and saidahe regretied
the timing of the column, which was published a day atter a horrific mass shooting‘:!!par!rf)ﬂr!n com/pt/a-
news/410452-310362-beth-israel-vigil-calls-for-end-to-bigotry-and-haired) at 2 Pennsylvania synagogue.

Gunderson said freelance columnist Elizabeth Hovde often writes from a conservative viewpoint, end that the
Oregonian Editcrial Board's broader perspective on Gibson “does not align” with Hovde's opinion.

"Gibeon brought something we need more of. {alk that ieads {o increased understanding about opposing thoughts
and the people behind them,"” Hovde wrote in an articie detailing a recent protest at Washington State University's

cam in Vancouver.

Log In | You have viewed  ¢feyRur | PR 8308% reading balo@ (htips:/wallitio/users)



dee admitied that Glbson voices "unpgopular opinions” that attract "white nationalists," but also said the 35-year-
Pl ease % ll'l‘ or crea an ac?’ upt to get access to'this story Free. FAQ

old &%Bdf? mpimm BW& Siilat:onlemail -paywall.html)
The backlash was swift.

it caﬂF ﬁ@‘lgfﬁﬂwﬁtdﬁﬁaoewmpohhciﬁ rﬁﬁaﬁk&?@me.of the paper's own joumaliats condemning

the story —and has sparked rumore of a “response” by ant’rfascisis.'
Email Address

“THe Omtﬁ?ne an ha}s lost their focus. Giving & woice 10 people who live only ta stoke violence and hatred is
unferg'vab'e, Jmow(mtps#hm*ts;m!dlﬁafeumstatusﬂ (5674188097 1452416) Multnomah County Chair
Deh;gh&'@foury *To c!anm othemrse s not belng balanced it's being complicit.”

Ma‘yo%%ﬂler added (https Ift\wtter corm'tedwhsela rstatus/1056988815G74545665): "There is no place for

hate “exiremism, and viclence in Portland or anywhere Hard to find common ground with groups who embrace ali
m;é@“f‘ﬂ%ﬁ%%"mlsunder&andmg

it d@&%?gﬁmgrg %so%ig‘!l media account used by Antlfa organizers demanded

(hitps:/ftwitier.cor/Pdx_resistancefstatus/1056795874016149504) that the paper fire Hovde and issue a front-
pag?a[béﬁ@??" the Terms and Conditions

Create Account ADVERTI!SING | Continue reading below
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TRIBUNE PHOTO: ZANE SPARLING - Tusitalz Tiny' Toase

On Twitter — where local journalists go to spill the tea — a staff reporter at Willamette Week called the
coverage "a slap in the face (https:/ftwitter.com/katemshepherd/status/1056690699456790628)," The news
editor of the Portland Mercury summed it up simply with
{https:/itwitter.comfalex_zee/status/1086701648389052416): “I'm nauseous.”

"Thera was a lack of context, nuance, parspective in that piece that felt either wildly out of touch or outright
disingenuous,” commented {hitps./fiwitter. comiannargrifffstatus/1086767529706696704) Anna Griffin, the news
director for Oregon Public Broadeasting.

Its woith nciing that the lawless sireet brawis that break ocut routinely between Patriot Prayer members and
counter-protesters has prompted Portland's mayor to call for siricier laws governing demonstrations.

Tusitala "Tiny" Toese — one of Gibson's closest lisutenants — was apparently capiured on video
(https:/fwitter.comiitsmikebivins/status/ 1051299619924 131840/video/1) kicking the body of 2 counter-protester
during the most recent fight on Oct, 13.

Hovde seemed to imply that there was "zaro violence" al the WSU rally because counter-protesters didn't show
up.

Now aven some of The Oragonian’s ownh staffers are distancing themselves from the pisca.

. AD LS 1N G | Contlnue reading bel . .
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"A man is known by the company he keeps & no one with thaf kind of company deserves a fawning profile," wrote
(htipsz/fiwitter. com/aditorswindier/status/1058766456266842 112) Samantha Swindler, a former columnist and
current video producer for the paper.

"Pretty sumreal to see the publication you work for (unwitlingly??} gaslight its readers in the Sunday paper,”
another reporter wiote in a now-deleted (hitps:/Awitter.comishanedkavanaugh/atatus/1056688724191272952)
tweet,

Gunderson said the paper's editors wrote the haadline, not Hovde.

"Increasingtly, | hear from readers who are angry when they read opinions that differ from their own,” she said ina
stalement emailed to the Tribune. "An Opinion page that readers universally agree with is neither advisable nor
attainable.”

You can read Gunderson's full statement here. (hitps:/iwitter.com/PDXzane/status/1057022324975665152)

A previous version of this post incorrectly identified the actions that occurred during a violent street braw} on Qct.
13.

{http-ffpmgnews. com/subseribelindex. ktmt)

Qualty local journalism takes time and money, which comas, inpart, from paying seaders. If you enjoy articles like
this one, please consider supporting us.
{It costs just a few cents a day.)

. - e Swallits
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Cider Riot, Patriot Prayer'prepare for $1
million lawsuit

& Zane Sparling B8 Monday, May 13, 2019 D~

! owner Abram Goldman-Armstrong files suit after May Day byawl in Northeast Portland.
Log i | You have viewed 1 of your 1 monthly pages. \5 (hitps://wallitio/users)




PMG PHOTO: ZANE SPARLING - Abram Goldmean-Armsireng is the gwner of Cider Riot!, which was the site of 2 braw! between ani-
fascist and Pairlof Prayer membaers on May Day.

A cider shop proprietor whose patio becams an impromptu host of a May Day braw!
{httpe:ipamplinmedia.com/ptiS.naws/427249-334253-may-day-ice-rally-pits-portiand-protesters-against-
police) has filed a milllon-doliar lawsuit agalnst six right-wing activisis — aileglng that their harassment
and menacing sparked the street scuffle.

Fought with projeciiles, maee and fists, the battle outside Cider Riot! (hitps:/mww cidersiot.com/}, 807 N.E.
Couch St., was caught on camera afier roughly 20 conservatives approached at least twice as many biack-clad
anti-fascists, who had gathered for a “May Day Afterparty” ce-organized by Rose City Antifa: a term coined to
mean anti-fascists.

"Wa are a safe space for all communities, and we can't let people intimidate us," said cidery owner Abram
Goldman-Armatreng during a Tuesday, May 7, press conference. "Thankfully we have a great community who
didn't et these thugs get into our business.”

Log In | You have viewed 1 of your 1 monthly pages. {1 (Mttps:/fwallitiofusers)
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Goldman-Armsirong said an onslaught of anline harassment has forcad him to disconnect the phone and delete
all social media accounts for Cider Riotl, which opened its Northeast Portland storefront in August 2016 and has
seven full-fime employees.

Log ln 1Y0u have viewed 1 of your 1 menthly pages. O (https://wallitio/users)
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demonstrations have sparked numerous riots {https:/pamplinmedia.com/pt/8-news/402604-299260-four-
amrested-during-clash-between-patrict-prayer-antifa-) and fights (https.//pamplinmedia.com/pt/9-news/409057-
308382-update-no-arresis-made-at-antifa-patricl-prayer-brawl) since 2017.

ADVERT!18ING | Continue roading below
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The 10-page document says Patriot Prayer leader Joey Gibson (hiips:/fpamplinmedia.com/p/8-news/420121-
324167-collusion-or-dialogue-portland-police-taxts-ralse-questions) "refereed” the May 1 fight and encouraged a
co-defendant, lan Kramer, to bludgeon a patron on the head, knocking her unconscious. Aftomey Juan C.
Chavez with the Oregon Justice Resource Center (hitps://ojrc.infol) is representing the plainiffs pro bono.

Lg% PR O ZANE SPARLING - Juan C. Chavz is an attarney
: @ Qg PV e eliR S T BB GE Thonthly pages. () (hitps://wallitio/users)



"Mr. Glbson has entered on to the highways anrd conspired to bring people here to commit acts that |
would say are civil rights violations, 5o | would say we aiso have federal actions,” Chavez said.

For his part, Gibson says he's "excited” for his day in court.

"1 never fought back, never even said one hateful word. If that's iilegal in this couniry then — guilty, | guess. But
last | checked if's not," Gibson told the Tribune.

Cider Rict! was vandalized this Jenuary — foreseeably direcied by Gibson, according 1o the suit — and the
company must respond to many "frivelous” complaints now filed with the Oregon Liquor Gontrol Commission.

in response, Gibson claims he's merely "asking peopie to witness what happened and give their honest opinion”
to the CLCC.

ADVERT!S N G| Continue reading below

Since the violent encounter, Goldman-Armstrong says he's purchased gas masks for his bartenders and hired
night-time security quards. His personal infarmation was “doxxed" — intentionally spread for purposes of
harassment — once before, in summer 2017,

"I think they saw a Jewish name and thought | was George Soros or something like that," he noted, referring to
fhe prominent Hungarian-American investor and philanthropist.

Though his 1,000-barrel production facility was tumed into a makeshift medical bay during the melee, Goldman-
Armstrong said his bar will remain a safe and inclusive space for Porilanders. He said all IDs were checked on
May Day, and masks were put on only after Patriot Prayer arrived.

Goldman-Armstrong said he is less happy with the Portland Pelice Bureau, whose officers didn't arrive on scene
untit about an hour after the 7:30 p.m. brawl. In 8 news release defending their actions, police said their airplane
unit was monitoring the fight one minute after it was reported.

Officers reportediy mustered a "hasty team” nearby to respond in case of a fife-threatening incident, but held off
on breaking up the fight. "They observed that both groups had opportunities to disengage and leave, but
appeared toc be actively engaging in the violent behavior against each other,” police said.

Log In | You have viewed 1 of your 1 monthly pages. G (https:/fwallitio/users)
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Joey Gibson Asks Patriot Prayer
Fans to Buy Him a Car

by Blair Stenvick - Nov 9, 2018 at 12:40 pm

[ ke 1k]{stare]  Tweet {5




4 it

Joey Gibson speaking at a pro-Trump rally he organized im 2017, pove BROWN

If you need another reason not to be a violent, far-right extremist, here’s one:
It apparently doesn't pay well.

TR S R rmE——— e 4 e et e
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Don't Miss Bon Iver + Sharon Van Etten Live in concert this Tuesday at Theater of the
Clouds

Patriot Prayer leader Joey Gibson is using his fear-mongering group’s Facebook
page to fundraise for a new car. On Wednesday, a link appeared on the pageto a
GoFundMe website titled “Help Joey Gibsons Family Get A Car.”



“11/6/2018 I got into an accident with my car that I just recently purchased,” reads
the GoFundMe page, presumably set up by Gibson. “Please help my family get a
new ride, Any donation amount is appreciated and will help. I do not have full
coverage, only liability.”

As of around noon Friday, 23 people had donated, and Gibson had raised $2,250
of his $5,000 goal.

Here are some other causes that Gibson’s donors have coniributed to on
GoFundMe:

The “Trump Unity Bridge Tour,” whose stated goal is to “TO PRESERVE
AMERICAN CULTURE 11"

A fundraiser to replace the slashed tires of Donovan Flippo, who was
arrested for disorderly conduet at a Patriot Prayer demonstration in Portland
last year. Flippo ¢laimed Antifa had slashed his tires, and asked for $1,500 to
replace them.

And finally, we have “The Mariani Fall-Guy Fund,” supporting a former
opinion editor for the conservative online rag The Daily Caller. Robert Mariani
was fired from the Caller last year after running a piece by racist, transphobic troll
Milo Yiannapolis, who had also recently come under fire for appearing to
support pederasty in an old interview.

When someone goes viral these days, it’s common for them to tweet out a link to
their Patreon aceount or GoFundMe page. The iucky ones might even get a
sponsored content deal pushing sketchy fitness tea on Instagram. If Gibson is as
short on cash as his GoFundMe suggests, perhaps he can follow the likes of Alex
Jones and Sarah Palin and become a spokesmodel for survivalist bullshit and
third-tier "wellness"” products.



That tactic might play out a little better than out-right asking for money. At least
one self-acclaimed Patriot Prayer fathful isn’t a fan of the GoFundMe link.

“]I totally believe in Patriot Prayer and their message,” Facebook user Kathy Ferrel
commented on the link. “However, to use that to ask for money for your personal

property seems like an abuse. If you want to gamble and not buy insurance, then
you should pay the price.”

Ferrel’s got a point—shouldiy’t Gibson be pulling himself up by his own
bootstraps?

Subseribe to The Portland Mercury's newsletter

| Subscribe
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Dystopian Cyberpunk Interpretive Dance With Notes of Blade Runner:
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Ted Wheeler
Mayor, City of Portland

twain phone: 503234120 1221 SW 4th Ave, Room 340, Paciand, OR 97204

Portland City Council Introduces Resolution Condemning White Supremacy and Alt-
Right Hate Groups

Office of Mayor Ted Wheeler

City of Poriland

PRESS REIFASE

MAYOR TED WHEELER

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Febnuary 7, 201%

Contact: Eileen Park, (503) B23-5541

Eleen.pariBportiand oregon. oy (e wmw Coriantorsaon govimaiite: Eileen parkipottandomegon go)

Pordand Clly Council introduces Resokrion Condemning White Supremacy and Ali-Right Hats Groups

Porlland, OR-—~Mayor Whezler and Commissioners Eudaly, Fish, Frilz and Hardesly will introduce & resslution this aftemeoon to condemn
white supremacy snd aitvight groups in Portland, and for the Cily of Porlland o work with community organizations o develop cily-wide
training on the histery and impact of white supramacy. and how to identify white supremacy.

In 2018, svery extramist murder had ties ta far-right extremism. Acconding to the Anfi-Defamafion Leagus, iast vear was the fotrth
deadfest yaar for domestic sxtramist viclence since 1970, Additionslly, Portiand has 3 documented history of white supremacist naie
groups who have usad infimidation and have commitied viglent repression of individuals 1 Forland, Thera's also besn a recent surge of
akt-right hate group activity and hostifily, which conjures painful memories of the City's past and Causss hamn to cumment residents.

“White supremacy i fad by silkence ard complacency. This i a fundamental recognition thatwe have to pricritize these isues because
our demaogmphic and history skew towards disenfranchising and disempowendng communities of color that have been unable 1o benefit

fram: the Cily's progréss,” says Mayor Ted Wheeler. “This is not a silvet bullet, but I'm hopefid this resolution is the start to meaningfui
action.”

Both the Glly of Porland and 8ie Siate of Oregon have racist govesning histories, including Oregon entering the Union as a "whites-only™
state,” the stafe’s refusal to ratify the 14th end 15th amendment i the U. 5. Constitubon, and enacling black exciusion iaws. In Porfiand,
racist goveming poficies have created disparities dus b rediining, the displacement of blach cormmunities through the construction of
Interstate 5 and other projects, the failure to protect and presenve Vanpart, and e history of bias in government services, including policing,
all of which have led 1o the genirification and decimation of historically black neighborhoods.

This rasolution lays ihe foundation for the City of Portiand 1o partner with jocal arganizations and community leaders in a collegtive effon o
combat white supremacy.

Portland nenprofits GAIR-Oregon, the Oregon Justice Resource Center end the Western Steles Center are supportive of the resolution,
and will propose abe action items for the Cly ib address activily of while nationalkst and alt-right groups in Portland. They will hold a press
conferance on Thursday, Feb. 7 &t 4:30 pm at the Oregon Jewish Museum and Center for Holocaust Educetion, 724 NW Davis 5t



Represeniaiives of the organizations wil make shorl siatements in support of the resolution and outlina ideas for ways the City can
address this problem. N

The resolution is part of 3 broader effort b ensure access and inclusivity for all Portianders, and more specificatly failared 1o the growing N
threat of whita supremacy in the communily. With this resoiution, the Cily is signaling its commbtrent to partnering with community
organizztions o denounce white supremacy and live up to the Clty's values as 3 weicoming and inclusive ity for all Portlanders.

Read the resolution heve: htips:/Avwwe.porttandonegon.gov/auditorfanticie/7 11362 gy perBiancanagon, govifaudiinaricles 741992
o

The City uf Portiand is committed to providing meaningful access. To request transiafion, interpretation, modifications, accommodations, or
cther awdliary aids or sarvices, contact 503-823-1125, Relay: 711.

(503) 823-1125: (IEFEIRSE| Chialas me Awewan Kapas | 3FTAIGT T SITEAT |YerHut  MAChMenHsil nepeaog | Tufumaad ivo Fasizad |
Traduccidn e Interprelacién | (lucomoamwi | yoHrd nepexnag | Bién Dich va Thing Dich |
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-Mayor Ted Wheeler 8 @tecwhaeler - 29 May 2017
‘Plesge raad this update (1of 3

“HATEE. TWO I WItH their TVes. A thifd
was seriously injured,

Our community remains i shock and
- néurning. But we are also tremendously

grateful to our heroes and their families for

- their selflessness and hercism. They will
_serve to inspire us to be the loving,
-_ m.ujragetms- pe@p%a we are meant to be.

: As Mayor, | wanted to update youon afew
| dwaismnts*

' ,,’1) 1 have reached out to all of the vsctms
- and their famifies, including the two
+__women who were terrorized and subjected



W A Ll e N sa

Y otedwhecler

(2 of 3)
an .Juﬂe 4th orf June 10th, The Federal

| ,_gvemment controls perm rttmg for Shmnk -
- Plaza,and it is my understanding that they
have issued a permlit_far the event on Jung
4Ath, |

Fofiow -

3} | am calling on the federal government

o IMMEDIATELY REVOKE the permit(s)
they hav& issued for the June 4th event

. andtonot issue a permit for June 10th.

J_ius‘ City is in mourning, our community’s
anger is real, and the timing and subject of

- theseevents can only exacerhate an

) -already difficult situation.

& ﬁf}afm a‘lﬁbealiﬁa to the oraanizers of the



LB Mayor Ted Whester B @tadwheder - 25 Way 2017
¥ Replying to @tedwhealer
(3 of 3

' B)1am calling on every elected leader in

- Oregon, every legal agency, every ievel of
H{aw enforcement 1o stand with me in

- preventing another tragedy.

. | 8) When and if the time is right for them, |

.- would like to work with the families to find

- anappropriate way to permanently

: . remember their sacrifice and honor their

. . courage. Their heroism is now part of the

1 . legacy of this great city and | want future

- generations to remerber what happéned
- here, and why, so that it might serveto

- both eradicate hatred and inspire future

,gen&fatmns to Staﬁd up for the nght

Q 533 RV ET:
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BB Mayor Ted Wheeler @

Follow |
Y Ciedwheeler

There is no place for hate, extremism, and
violence in Portland or anywhere. Hard to find
common ground with groups who embrace
all three. There is no misunderstanding.

The Oregonian & @Oregonian
:  Elizabeth Hovde: The misunderstood Joey Gibsor bitly/2Q1alo

12:99 P - 29 Oct 2018
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FEATURER NEWS TOPSTORIES

Fascism on the rise: Portland extremists
reveal themselves

by ANNA WILLIAMS - JULY 24, 2017 - 17 COMMENTS




[Note from Vanguard Egjitor-in-Chief, Colleer: Leary]:

in recent years, droves of new residents have flocked to Portland, many under
the guise of a Portlandia-hranded utopian liberal oasis: an easy-going city open
to people of all ages, shapes, sizes, persuasions, colors and backgrounds. This
perception is, quite simply, faise.

Recent public displays of hate, racism, white pride and violence in the name of
nationalism have solicited public response of shock and dismay. Surely this
couldn’t be happening in our happy, safe and inclusive Portland.

in reality, this is nothing new to Portland, a city whose history has been mired in
racism and discrimination from day one. In 1859, the state of Oregon
established itself as white-only, an exclusion that officially ended in 1922. At the
time, the state touted the largest per capita membership of the Ku Kiux Kian. In
1988, three racist skinheads attacked a 27-year-old Ethiopian named Mulugeta
Seraw, One skinhead bludgeoned him to death. Until the early 2000s, Oregon

legislation majntained language excluding people of color from owning or leasing
property.

The recent displays of hate, racism and violence in Portland highlight a
longstanding crisis, one that has apparently attracted the attention of an up-
and-coming, outspoken generation of extremists whose views reflect an
unfortunately familiar Portliand tradition.

So who is leading the charge? What do they really think? Why do they believe
what they believe? How did they land on their views? What's their intended
outcome? The Vanguard’s Anna Williams spoke with some of Portland’s most
well-known characters in these overlapping movements and consulted academic
experts who helped shed light on how this type of ideclogy attracts its
proponents.

Fascism on the rise

On a sunny Friday afternoon in Portland’s Tom McCall Waterfront Park, a sea of
leather-vested Warriors for Freedom bikers, American flags, filming iPhones, and



news reporters surrounded a calim and quiet man everyone seemed to recognize
but no one seemed to know,

A skinhead.

Raul Gonzales, who Trump-supporters and antifa, or anti-fascist, counter-
protesters recognized from social media, arrived to participate in the June 30
“March for Freedom” organized by Washington native and libertarian vlogger
Joey Gibson.

Gonzales’ identity was unmistakable: His distinct black polo branded by 1950s
tennis champion Fred Perry, Levi's tucked into his boots, and white suspenders
are all garb traditional British working-ciass skinheads in the 1960s adopted as
their signature style. A “skinhead” tattoo tagged Gonzaies’ right forearm.

Gibson's popularly-dubbed “patriot movement” publicly denounces white
supremacist groups. Gibson includes groups and fraternities like Nazis, skinheads,
Ku Klux Klan, and Identity Evropa in this classification.

The night before Gibson’s second visit to Portland on June 4, he announced such

groups would be denied entrance intc his “Trump free speech raliy” held in
downtown Portiand’s Terry Schrunk Plaza.

However, identity Evropa, Gonzales himself, and the Oregon National Socialist
Movement, deemed a hate group by the Southern Poverty Law Center, all
profess to having joined in on the march, They offered cheers, zealous speeches,
and insult-hurling tossed at the antifa, union groups, and “anti-hate” liberals
counter-protesting to the north, east, and west of Gibson’s rally.

Since Gibson brought the patriot movement to Portland, groups aligning with
Gibson who call themselves western nationalists, national socialists, western
identitarians, white identitarians, western chauvinists, neo-Nazis and traditional
skinheads have popped up in the press, leaving Portlanders to question whether
their city will retreat back to its deadly “skinhead capitol of the country” roots.

Highlighting this fear is the fact that Jeremy Christian, an alt-right, self-
professed libertarian, participated in a Gibson rally last April. A few weeks later,
Christian antagonized two women of color on a MAX train then stabbed three
men that tried to intervene, killing two.



Christian has been unapologetic in the courtroom, calling himself a “patriot,” a
title he shares with Gibson’s movement.

Gonzales told Gibson he wanted to march to support free speech. “If you

supported us, you wouldn’t be here,” Gibson responded. “Because you give us a
bad name.”

Not your typical skinhead

Gonzales does not look like the typical white, bare-shaven skinhead portrayed in
the movies. As his namesake implies, Gonzales is half-Mexican on his father’s -
side. Though his dark eyes and hair belie European heritage, Gonzales considers
himself “a very tan white person.”

Calm and unphased, though a little awkward, Gonzales eagerly engaged in
conversation about his day, his five-month-old daughter, his relationship
successes and failures, and his favorite television shows.

However, Gonzales’ past proves to be anything but easy going.

Just 24 years old, Gonzales spent the majority of his life in and out of foster
care in Hillsboro, Oregon. Beginning at five years old, Gonzales said he resided in
15 foster homes and six group homes, each of which were “physically,
emotionally, and sexually” abusive. Gonzales’ father, he said, was entrenched in
drug dealing.

Early on, Gonzales doubted his mother’s liberal worldview.

“My mom’s liberal beliefs made her think everything was OK,” he recalled. At a
Boys and Girls Club owned by Beaverton poilice, Gonzales said he “was always
getting into fights because there were gang membaers that wanted me to join
[them].”

Gonzales recalled seeing the Columbine High School massacre on the news when
he was five years old. Even at that point, Gonzales said he realized, “It’s not just
me having problems, it’s the whole world. Something is going wrong. My mom’s
beliefs cannot be accurate.”



Ideological overhaul

As Gonzales grew clder, he leamed about Nazi WWH from his veteran
grandfather. Gonzales’ Croatian ancestors helped build German U-boats for the
war. He recalled his great-aunt had harbored anti-Serbian sentiments “because
she thought [Serbians] treated [Croatians] like shit.”

The Ustase regime in the Independent State of Croatia exterminated what the
United States Holocaust Museum estimates to be aimost 350,000 ethnic Serbs
between 1941 and 1945. Perhaps 200,000 more were forcefully converted to
Catholicism. Having heard his aunts’ beliefs, however, Gonzzles thought, “Maybe
some of us really were the good guys on the Axis side of things.”

Becoming a neo-Nazi

When Gonzales was 12 years old, he bonded with a man everyone called “J.C.,”
an ironic namesake, as he claimed to be a Satanist.

“When you’re 12 years old and got nobody to look up te and you're getting
picked on, someone’s going to come along and bring their values with them and
sell you the pitch,” Gonzales said.

Gonzales said J.C. often carried around a copy of Adolf Hitler's manifesto Mein
Kampf.

At the same time, Gonzales developed a taste for anti-communist, white
nationalist bands such as |Oi! and Skrewdriver. A foster brother stick-and-poked
an “SS” tattoo onto Gonzales’ right wrist, “SS” represents a coalition of the
German Nazi Party, the Schutzstaffel, some factions of which were responsible
for running Jewish concentration camps during WWII.

Though Gonzales claimed at the June 30 march he was not a neo-Nazi, he later
told the Vanguard, “I'm definitely a nationalist. | guess | could be labelled as a
neo-Nazi and I’d be fine with that.”

Gonzales wears a swastika tattoo on his right shoulder.

The SPLC defines white nationalists as those espousing “white supremacist or
white separatist” ideals. Neo-Nazis, sometimes described as national socialists,




the SPLC states, “share a hatred for Jews and a love of Adolf Hitler and Nazi
Germany.”

Though Gonzales espouses nonviclence, he both doubts the validity of the
Holocaust and believes whites are oppressed in America.

Gonzales echoed a sentiment common among followers of Gibson's rallies: White
freedem of speech is under attack.

Demystifying Identity Evropa
During Gibson’s Junhe 4 rally, guest speaker and alt-right celebrity Tim “Bakeqd

Alaska” Gionet livestreamed a video with Oregon Identity Evropa Regional
Coordinator Jake Von Ott.

Criginating on social media and “deep internet” forums and meme pages, the alt-
right is a rabbit hole of racist and nationalist opinions cloaked in humor. Gionet,
who worked alongside far-right provocateur Milo Yiannopoulos, has been
criticized for past anti-semitic language.

in the livestream, Gionet asks Von Ott to recite the “14 words.” Smiling into the
camera, Von Ott said, “We must secure the existence of our people and a future
for white children.” The 14 words are arguably derived from a passage in Meir
Kampf, which advocates for securing the future of the Aryan race.

The American 14 words were coined by David Lane, a former member of the
Pacific Northwest terrorist organization The Order. In 1984, The Order
assassinated a Jewish talk show host. Lanhe died in prison in 2007 while serving a
190-year sentence for crimes he committed as an Order member.

Veon Ott, a tall, freshly turned-20-year-oid with a long, confident stride, arrived
at the June 4 rally with about 40 other IE members marching in formation.
Gibson said IE was not allowed into the plaza, which Von Ott contends. Von Ott

said some of his friends were present at the June 30 march, apparently unknown
to Gibson.

In a YouTubhe video recently taken down by the far-right “Right Source Media”
channel, Von Ott claimed a close relationship with [E founder Nathan Damigo.



Damigo, a 30-year-old former U.S. Marine Corporal, founded IE in March 20186.
Damigo told the LA 7imes that IE comprises “‘a generation of awakened

- Europeans’ who “‘oppose those who would defame our history and rich cultural
heritage.””

When Damige first presented the notion of “white identitarianism,” he was
widely criticized by students of the Cal State Stanislaus ethnic studies class,
where he had been invited to speak for his complex, circumspect expianation.

Von Ott told the Vanguard identitarianism simply means “being proud of your
European heritage.” Acccording to the SPLC, the phrase was coined in the early
2000s by Generation ldentitaire, an anti-immigrant group in France that
“mockingly” served soup containing pork in majority Muslim neighborhoods.

Beginning in 2007, Damigo served one year in county jail and four years in prison
for holding a La Mesa, California cab driver, who Damigo thought was Iranian, at
gunpoint and robbing him of $43. This came one month after Damigo finished
his second tour of duty in lrag. According to court records, the L4 ,
Times reported Damigo suffered from severe post traumatic stress disorder,
drug and alcchol abuse, paranoia and flashbacks.

Damigo, however, took the cpportunity in prison to study race and identity.
Damigo was inspired by Lane’s book My Awakening, as well as by racial
provocateur Jean-Philippe Rushton and science writer Nichclas Wade.

Damigo came out of prison believing that different races were separated by
genetic predispositions.

Von Ott agreed. “The Africans” [are] “scientifically proven to have lower IQ’s
and [ess impulse control” than people of European, or white, origin, he
claimed.“[Black Lives Matter] only proves our point in terms of low impulse
control,” Von Ott said

BLM formed in 2017 2 after George Zimmerman was acquitted for his murder of
17-year-old Trayvon Martin. BLM, like antifa, protests police corruption and
racism, and has been at the center of controversy for some demonstrations
turning violent, BLM, however, also organizes vigils, participates on panels
around the country, and lobbiss for police reform.



Researchers from Stanford University who study genetic differences between
races, condemn Wade’s “speculation that recent natural selection has led to
worldwide differences in IQ test results, political institutions and economic
development.”

Adding to a commitment to back up its views with “scientific evidence” rather
than “feeling and emotion,” Von Ott said, IE believes the “liberal” concept of
muiticulturalism is “toxic” to America. “A muiltiracial society is a multi-racist
society,” Von Ott added.

Von Ott referenced a controversial study by Harvard professor Robert D.
Putnam, which found that in newly diverse populations, fewer people vote,
volunteer, or donate to charities. Some people view that as a strong case
against diversity, but Putham has publicly decried that view.

In & March 2017 letter to the Wail Street Journal, Putham wrote, “Ethnic
diversity is, on balance, an important social asset, as the history of the U.S.
demonstrates. In the short to medium run, however, immigration and ethnic
diversity challenge social solidarity and inhibit social capital. In the medium to
long run, on the other hand, successful immigrant societies like the U.S. create
new forms of social solidarity and dampen the negative effects of diversity by
constructing new, more encompassing identities.”

Von Ott said he fears, however, that as more immigrants come to the U.S., white
European identity will disappear.

Von Ott calls himself a “strong Christian,” while adding, “Christianity is not a
warrior refigion by any means,” but he believes every race has the right to
“conquer another.” He said he isn’t advocating viclence against any other race,

but as non-white births exceed white births in America, (E sees sole reproduction

with members of the Aryan race to be paramount.

Von Ott compared white people’s possible “plight” to that of Native Americans.
“[Native Americans] are the most likely to interracially marry and have interracial
children,” Von Ott said. “Their culture and [their] children have been obliterated
from the face of the earth. They no longer have any relevance here at all. None.”



Islamophobia and xenophobia

Additionaily, Von Ott argued that allowing refugees of Islamic origin into America
will inevitably bring a culture of violence across the border. “In the Musiim world,
at age 6 [children are] given an [AK-47] and told to go fight, go kill,” Von Ott
claimed. “Well, you have two cultures colliding, a European and Muslim culture.
At the end of the day, who’s going to win a one-on-one fight?”

In contrast, the Council on American-slamic Relations says 2017 is set to

become “one of the worst years ever for anti-Muslim hate crimes.” Most
incidents documented by CAIR are of non-violent harassment, but the second

most common are hate crimes that involve physical viclence or property
destruction.

According to researchers at the University of Buffalo and the University of
Alabama, on the other hand, over two decades of research have consistently

shown areas of high immigration statistics to have lower crime rates than those
with minimal immigrant populations.

I’m not a neo-Nazi, but...

Though self-proclaimed libertarian, “American-loving” people like Von Ott and
Damigo deny being neo-Nazis or fascists, the roots of IE’s ideology are
undeniabie.

Von Ott said he admires jncoin R ll, the founder of neo-Nazism in
America. Rockwell founded the American Nazi Party in 1959, which was formerly

known, in more convoiuted language, as the World Union of Free Enterprise and
National Socialists. Rockwell, a well-documented racist, was ocusted from the
Navy and assassinated in a shopping mall parking lot in 1267.

Von Ott said he denounces Rockwell’s violent rhetoric and behaviors. However,
Von Ott qualified, “| admire his willingness and how American he was.” Yon Ott
paused. “By how American, | mean the fact that against everybody he still stood
for what he believed in.”

Rockwell believed former U.S. Presidents Dwight Eisenhower and Harry Truman
- were “traitors” that should be “hanged.”



Former Portland State professor, author, and white supremacist expert Randy
Blazak explained that groups ranging from “white identitarian” to “white
supremacist” operate under different language, but the same ideology.

“Hate groups don’t call themselves hate groups,” Blazak said. “They call

themselves white civil rights organizations. It’s public relations. It's a new title of
an old song.”

Many such groups deny Nazi sympathy but cling to symbolism like the 14 words
and “sieg heil” gestures. “Logically, they would just abandon all that to bring
[new members] in,” Blazak explained. “But the reality is, that’s their roots. They
feel connected to it.”

Gibson said on June 30 he was aware Gionet and Von Ott had hailed the 14
words at his June 4 rally, to his disapproval. “We're looking into it,” Gibson said.
“If a statement needs to be made, it will be made.”

Over a month later, Gibson has not issued any statements.

How do I look?

Von Ott wears a neatly-clipped haircut identical to Damigo’s. Damigo’s Twitter
handle, in fact, is @fashyhaircut, a play on fascism. Gonzales said he believes
this “all-American teenager” image attracts young people into movements like IE
and skinheads “a lot more” than “a guy wearing a band t-shirt and waving a
swastika flag.”

Recently, Rose City Antifa leaked a serigs of overtly violent and racist
statements Von Ott posted on a white natignalist Facebook page. In one of
these posts Von Ott said his brother, who was dating a half-Asian woman, had
“yellow fever.” Tagged to his complaint, Von Ott posted a photo of Hitler and his
associates looking up with disgust, with the word “degenerate” written
underneath.

In another post, Von Ott asked group members what the punishment would be if
“his friend” stabbed refugees in Germany. His post was met with humor and
encouragement from the group, which inciuded his own mother. In another
screenshot, Von Ott’s mother posted a sketched image of a white family, the

father wearing a swastika armband, with a caption that read, “We are rising!
{inital”



Von Ott confirmed these posts were his own and his mother’s. Von Ott said he
regrets his posts, claiming he has “matured” in the four months since, and they
were merely “locker room talk.” This is the same justification Donald Trump
offered after he was caught saying his celebrity status allowed him to grab
women by the genitals.

Von Ott explained that he posted about stabbing refugees after his cousin,

allegedly, was sexually assaulted by three refugees in Europe. Neither Von Ott
nor his mother mentioned any incident like this in his post.

Von Ott added that because white voices are so “silenced” in America, people
like him are “forced” into online “echo chambers” where hateful statements
turned to humeor are a “release” for those who fear losing their jobs because of
their views.

Von Ott said since creating another white nationalist group on Facebook, he
deletes any posts encouraging violence. However, he admits there may be some
people that actually espouse violence in online “echo chambers.” Von Ott
reasons such posts should be removed because they are unproductive and “we
need to be professionals.”

Spartan speaks

John “Based Spartan” Turano showed up to Gibson's April 27 Berkeley, California
rally and June 4 rally in Portland cos-playing as a Trojan soldier, sporting a plastic
helmet and chest armor atop his American flag board shorts. When Turano got
riled up at counter-protesters, he ripped his armor and heimet off, then flexed
his arm and chest muscles at the crowd and cursed them out.

At the Berkeley protest, Turano calted antifa protesters “cowards” and declared,
“Pll smash on them until { can’t breathe.” Turano could be seen on video
screaming and chucking back projectiles antifa threw at the “patriot” crowd.

On June 11, however, just one week after his appearance in Portland, Turano
showed up to another “free speech” vs. antifa demonstration i San Bernardino
to counter-protest the same “patriot” crowd he hailed from. Turano held a sign
that read, “Resist hate, [ove only.”

Gibson’s followers were quick to call Turano a traitor.



Turano is a single father from La Puente, California. Turano’s Facebook is devoid
of any Based Spartan pictures, featuring only photos of him and his kids in
clething sprinkied with marijuana leaves.

Turano said he's never been a political person. He has only voted once in his life,
and that was for President Trump. Turano said he disagrees with the president
on immigration and women’s rights issues.

Turano said he used to think all antifa “hated our guts” and intended to protest
violently. When Turano came to Portland on June 4, however, he said a petite
Jewish counter-protester came up to him and asked, “Does my life matter?”

“It just made me feel bad,” Turanoe said, “I hadn’t really been paying attention; |
just thought we were surrounded by all these people who hated us. But | met
some people that seemed 50 nice.” Turano added that in his state of mind when
he attended the Berkeley protest, he thought “these [antifa] people hate
America.”

Turano said as a single, working father, he did not have time to sit behind a
computer screen and follow the alt-right. When Turano began to see swastikas
at these protests and racial skurs on the internet, however, he came to
understand how the “other side” saw “patriots.”

“Racist ain’t too far from the truth,” Turano declared.

Being Based Spartan gave Turano a rush, but he said he now feels the patriot
movement only “loved me because they thought | was viclent and | iooked
threatening and intimidating.” Turano added, “People emailed me to tell me |
helped these ‘idiot’ groups grow, and 'm responsible for making it a family idea. |
made & horrible mistake. | don’t like bullies.”

Turano said he thinks the discrimination he sees Latinos face in Southern
California is “spearheaded by the alt-right.”

“Even the good people say horrible things,” Turano said. “This lady | know struck
out at a [Latino] girl and I can’t believe she went there. She has a Mexican
husband and an immigrant mother-in-law and she said this racial slur. There's no
hope.”



When Turano was sixteen, he got a swastika tattoo on his right hand. Turano did

not explain why. “l ended up cutting it out,” he said. Turano ended up marrying
an undocumented immigrant and having children.

Still visible on Turang’s right bicep, however, is a “White Pride” tattoo. Turano
said he got it to identify himself in prison, but he does not plan on removing it.
Turano, still a conservative, declared like Von Ott and Gonzales, “| think
everyone should be proud of who they are.”

Perhaps this is what attracted Turano to the “free speech” patriot movement in
the first place.

The questionable appropriation of free speech

Gibson said if extremist groups show up to his events, “they show up.” Moving
forward, Gibson said he wants to empower leaders “to create their own groups.”

From “Western Chauvinist” Proud Boys fleeing the rise of feminism, to alt-right
“Kekistan” members who wish to free offensive “shit-posters” from liberal
“social justice warriors,” to IE members that claim “white genocide,” every
“patriot” wants First Amendment rights on their own terms.

Whatever the patriot movement seeks to empower has been lost in 3 name
game of nit-picked, white-pride identities. As Gibson shouts “free speech” and
“freedom from cuitural brainwashing” from his loudspeaker, his movement brings
to the surface a violent, racist, and un-American past.

Turano said he has just now come to understand that. To the people of Portland,
Turano wished to say, “I'm sorry for disturbing you while supporting something |
did not understand. It was during a healing time and | totally dropped the ball.”

Follow us on Facebook



TAB 52



Pordland
MERCURY | v MENu=

crystawl ballroom
thursday september 26

BLOGTOWN

(ews)
Cider Riot is Suing Patriot Prayer
and Joey Gibson for May Day
Violence

by Alex Zjelinski - May 3, 2019 at 8:25 pm
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DCDG BROWN

Two days ago, about 20 members of Vancouver, Washington alt-right group
Patriot Prayer appeared at NE Portland's Cider Riot bar, yelled insults at patrons
sitting outside, sprayed those patrons with mace, and promptly started a street
brawl.

Cider Riot is suing,

SPONSORED

Don't Miss Bon Iver + Sharon Van Etten Live in concert this Tuesday at Theater of the
Clouds

"Plaintiffs have been harmed by Patriot Prayers repeated, unwanted, alarming,
and violent contacts with their business,” reads the lawsuita gainst Patriot
Prayer and its leader, Joey Gibson. "Citing threats of violence, Cider Riot has had
to increase security, give staff additional training on safety in case of another
Patriot Prayer attack, and has lost business.”



Cider Riot owner Abram Goldman-Armstrong has requested a jury trial and $1
million in damages in a lawsuit accusing Patriot Prayer and Gibson of acting
negligently, trespassing, and intentionally inflicting emotional distress on his
business’ employees and patrons.

Gibson and members of Patriot Prayer arrived at Cider Riot the evening of May 1
after a day of peaceful May Day protests organized by local left-wing activist
groups often targeted by Patriot Prayer. Many of those demonstrators met at Cider
Riot in the late afternoon for a pre-planned May Day celebration at the bar.

According to the lawsuit, filed by Oregon Justice Resource Center (OJRC) attorney
Juan Chavez, Gibson "coordinated with Patriot Prayer members to arrive at Cider
Riot in the afternoon to "Take the fight to Antifa."™

In his Facebook livestream of the encounter, the suit adds, “Gibson introduced
Cider Riot as 'Antifa eentral,’ then asked his followers to look into the business, its
owners, and its landlord. He then told his audience that 'If they cared about
Portland... take care of this establishment,™

Videos posted to Twitter by bystanders show members of Patriot Prayer
approaching Cider Riot's outside patio dressed in armor, wearing helmets, and
wielding batons. After shouting insults and hateful language at the patrons, one
man in a MAGA hat sprays the people sitting on the patio with mace, kicking off a
violent melee.

According to the lawsuit, Gibson "facilitated and refereed a street fight" between
two people on the street outside of Cider Riot. Not long after, the suit claims,
another Patriot Prayer member named Ian Kramer, "used a baton to crack a Cider
Riot patron on the head, knocking her unconscious." She allegedly suffered a
"serious vertebrae fracture.”

"Gibson directed his group to back up, but continued to livestream and harass
Cider Riot pairons while acknowledging the batiery,” the complaint continues.



By the time Portland police officers arrived at the scene, the fight had dissipated.
In a media release, Portland Police Bureau explained that it took officers an hour
to response because "it takes time for police response to spontaneous fights

between groups of individuals who are armed and actively engaging in violence.”

This isn't the first time Cider Riot has been targeted by Patriot Prayer. On January
24, Cider Riot's outer walls were spray painted with the phrase “Fuck Antifa.” The

business believes Patriot Prayer was connected to this graffiti. Gibson refutes the
claim.

OJRC is representing Cider Riot pro bono. In a media statement, Chavez explains
why:

"For too long, Portlanders have been terrorized by Joey Gibson and his
adherents. Patriot Prayer and associated individuals and groups have
repeatedly invaded our city, seeking to cause trouble, intimidate
communities, and impede economic activity. They have rallied against vigils
held for victims of poliee violence and marches for survivors of sexual
violence and have hosted an event that attracted violent white supremacists
from across the country days after the MAX train stabbings in May 2017.
Our community is suffering and we must respond 1o the seriousness of the
threat posed by the actions and words of white nationalists, white
supremacists and the alt-right.

APENL T,
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QOur chient Abram Goldman-Armstrong has the right to operate Cider Riot in
peace without fearing for the safety and comfort of his customers and staff.
He has already had to take measures to protect them from the alt-right and
has lost business as a direct result of the actions of Joey Gibson and Patriot
Prayer.

Bl o

Qur client’s complaint seeks recognition of and compensation for the
damage Joey Gibson and Patriot Prayer are doing to a law abiding Portland
business. We need to send a message that their brand of hate is not welcome
in Portland."
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Abe Goldman-Armsirong speaks during a Tuesday press conference. ALEX ZIELINSK]

Since hosting a May Day celebration that attracted violent opposition at his
NE Portland business Cider Riot, Abe Goldman-Armstrong has shut down the
business' Facebook page, disconnected its phone, and requested security patrols to
guard employees shutting down the shop at the end of the night.

“This is how bad it's gotten. We don't feel safe in our own business,” said
Goldman-Armstrong at a Tuesday morning press conference inside Cider Riot's
warehouse. Goldman-Armstrong has filed a lawsuit against Patriot Prayer, the
Vancouver, Washington-based alt-right organization, and its leader Joey Gibson,
for inflicting violence on his property and at his patrons on May 1. Tnesday's press
conference outlined new additions to the initial lawsuit, filed May 3.

SPONSORED

Don't Miss Bon Iver + Sharon Van Etten Live in concert this Tuesday at Theater of the
Clouds

Cider Riot was specifically térgeted by Patriot Prayer for hosting an event attended
by members of Portland's anti-fascist (or, antifa) and progressive community after
a day of peaceful May Day demonstrations.

"Gibson and his followers spent most of May 1st walking from peaceful march to
peaceful march looking for a fight," said Juan Chavez, the attorney representing
Goldman-Armstrong pro bono through the Oregon Justice Resource Center
(OJRC). "When they couldn't start one in the streets, they came to Cider Riot, to
make one.”

Videos of the confrontation show armored, baton-carrying members of Patriot
Prayer walk up to Cider Riot's outdoor patio and begin shouting insults and taunts
at the patrons. Some on the patio were dregsed in all-black and wearing bandanas
—a familiar uniform for antifa groups.




"Gibson and his followers spent most of May 1st
walking from peaceful march to peaceful march
looking for a fight. When they couldn't start one in the
streets, they came to Cider Riot, to make one."

After provoking some of the pairons out of their seats, a member of Patriot Prayer
appears to spray the patio with mace. Some on the patio return fire, spraying the
unwelcome rabble-rousers with mace. This quickly turns into an all-out street
fight between Patriot Prayer and a few Cider Riot patrons trying te keep them off
the property. One woman was allegedly knocked unconscious by Patriot Prayer
member Ian Kramer, and suffered a vertebrae fracture, according to the lawsuit.

"These thugs came accross state lines to assault us. They attended a peaceful
gathering where people were enjoying themselves," said Goldman-Armstrong,
"Thankfully our community stood up and our pub didn't get destroyed, and
thankfully more people were not injured by these guys.”

Goldman-Armstrong's four-count lawsuit aceuses Patriot Prayer of neglecting to
prevent physical harm against Cider Riot patrons, trespassing on the businesses
property to cause harm, inflicting emotional distress on both employees and
patrons, and interfering with Cider Riot's economic relationships (specifically,
Patriot Prayer harassing Cider Riot investors and sending false reports to the
Oregon Liguor Control Commission).

The original complaint specifically identified Gibson and Kramer as defendants.

But, since filing the lawsuit on Friday, Chavez has added three other members of
Patriot Prayer as defendants: MacKenzie Lewis, Christopher Ponte, David Willis,
and Matthew Cooper.

According to the updated lawsuit, Willis helped coordinating Patriot Prayer's May
1 visit to Cider Riot and, in earlier online messages, "had announced his intent to
'cleanse the streets.™ Lewis and Cooper allegedly "battered” Cider Riot patrons.
The suit didn't clarify why Ponte, a known "cop watcher,” was added as a
defendant—aside from noting his longtime involvement to Patriot Prayer.



Joey Gibson speaking at a Vancouver rally, Lesrer 5Lack

During the press conference, Goldman-Armstrong expressed his disappointment
- in the Portland Police Bureau (PPB), who were called as soon as Patriot Prayer
began assaulting Cider Riot patrons—but didn't show up for an hour.

"That's really disturbing,” he said. "If we didn't have such great community

support, we were kind of hung out to dry by the police. There was no appropriate
response.”

PPB admitted this delay in a May 2 press release, noting that "it takes time for
police response to spontaneous fights between groups of individuals who are
armed and actively engaging in violence." Goldman-Armstrong said he has
scheduled a meeting with Mayor Ted Wheeler's public safety policy aide, Robert
King, to talk about PPB's response.



The clash at Cider Riot is only the latest instance of Patriot Prayer members
arriving in Portland seeking to assault progressive activists, whether it be during a
downtown rally or small union meeting. It's also not the first time Cider Riot's
been in Patriot Prayer's crosshairs.

"When we opened in 2016, we were determined to be a safe space for people of all
walks of life, and that's something we've kept to," said Geldman-Armstrong, citing
recent fundraisers for houseless veterans, the LGBTQ community, and the Feral
Cat Society. "Unfortunately, that's put us on the radar of these hate groups.”

Goldman-Armstrong said his business has been targeted by Patriot Prayer for
hosting progressive events for two years.

“Abe and Cider Riot represent the best of Portland. It's
a small business creating original product, creating a
safe and inclusive space for this community. This is
what Patriot Prayer is threatening."

Bobbin Singh, director of the OJRC, said that this focus on Cider Riot illustrates
how Patriot Prayer is systemically harming the Portland community.

"Abe and Cider Riot represent the best of Portland. It's a small business creating
original product, creating a safe and inclusive space for this community,” Singh
said at the press conference. "This is what Patriot Prayer is threatening, They are
threatening what is great about Portland and what we want to foster and nurture.”

The Western States Center (WSC), a nonprofit focused on civil rights in the Pacific
Northwest, has helped inform OJRC's legal case against Patriot Prayer. During the
press conference, WSC's Amy Herzfeld-Copple spoke on the broader implications
that normalizing violence from Patriot Prayer, a group that's attracted white
nationalists, has on demoeracy.



"To characterize white nationalist violence as a free speech issue or as isolated
outbreaks of street brawling ignores the growing political crisis,” says Herzfeld-
Copple. "That's why it's critical for local government to clearly denounce white
nationalism."

She applauded Portland City Council’s February passage of a resolution doing just
that. According to Herzfeld-Copple, members of the WSC are meeting with city
hall staff to plan employee-wide trainings on white nationalism.

Goldman-Armstrong's litigation has received outright support from US Rep. Earl
Blumenauer, who dropped by Cider Riot to purchase some six-packs
yesterday. No local politician has signaled this kind of approval.

"I hape we'll get more support from elected officials,” Goldman-Armstrong said.

The city and PPB have faced harsh criticism in past years for not cracking down
harder on Patriot Prayer members assaulting Portland activists. Earlier this year,
an investigation by the Mercury found that a top PPB officer frequently texted
Gibson during protests, helping him and other allies avoid arrest. PPB Chief
Danielle Outlaw told the public she would request an outside investigation
into those conversations in February. There's been no discussion of this
investigation since.



ALEX ZIELINSKI

This, paired with PPB's inaction on the Cider Riot brawl, and Mayor Ted
Wheeler's failed attempt to pass stronger (and constihutionally questionable)
protest rules last November, has left the community doubtful that future Patriot
Prayer attacks will play out any differently.

This legal action may change that. In his comments Tuesday morning, OJRC
attorney Chavez noted this case's historic similarities.

"After the Civil War the Klu Klux Klan operated as a paramilitary group whose
goal was to intimidate and cause violence," Chavez said. "When the Klan first
appeared, Congress passed some laws ailowing people to fight back against that

terrorism in court, effectively paralyzing the Klan for decades. We're here today to
avail ourselves to the court, to the law, 1o stop this terror.”
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Mayor's Police Liaison Leaves For
Private Sector Job

by Alex Zielinski - Mar 8, 2019 at 3:02 pm
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Update 3/12: In a phone call with the Mercury, Nelson explained that the
decision to leave the time-consuming city job was based solely on his desire to
spend more time with his family. "I made a conscious decision to make more time



to be around my kids," Nelson said. "There's never going to be a good time to leave
this posttion. I had to think about what was best for my family."
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Original story:
Berk Nelson, Mayor Ted Wheeler's senior policy advisor on public safety and
Livability (read: police) is resigning.

According to the mayor's office, Nelson has accepted a government relations
position with Umpqua Bank. His last day is Friday, March 15.

Nelson is leaving in the midst of an investigation into how the Portland Police
Bureau (PPB) engages with activists, an issue that Nelson is directly involved with.

The investigation, sparked by text message transcripts made public by the
Mercury and Willamette Week, revealed a close, protective relationship between
PPB Lt. Jeff Niiya and Joey Gibson, leader of the Vancouver, WA alt-right group
Patriot Prayer. For some, the conversations confirmed a suspicion that alt-right
groups received preferential treatment by police officers during their violent
protests. :



Nelson was Li. Niiya's direct line to the mayor's office, and has texted Niiya to
request information about Patriot Prayer's movement during a protest. In an
interview with the Oregonian, Nelson said he was aware that Niiya was in
contact with Gibson, but he just "didn’t know to what extent the conversations
took place.”

Nelson has also played a role in trying to prosecute members of Patriot Prayer for
past acts of violence during Portland protests. He recently shared his
frustrations about the drawn-out process with Willametie Week.

"This has been one of the most rewarding experiences for me because I have
gained immeasurable insight into how government serves the community," Nelson
said in a Friday press release. "I am grateful to the Mayor for giving me this
opportunity. I have made many friends and partnerships along the way that I will
carry into my next position.”
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Portland Police Brace For August 17

Proud Boys Rally

by Alex Zielinsk] - Aug 2, 2019 at 11:12 am
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A Proud Boy wrestles a protester during an August 2017 clash. povc prows



The Portland Police Bureau (PPB) is gearing up for a predictably volatile August 17
visit by the Proud Boys—a national alt-right organization rooted in male
chauvinism and white nationalism.

In a press alert sent Friday morning, PPB said that no organization that plans on

rallying that day (anti-fascist group PopMob has also scheduled a counter-protest)
has applied for an official permit to hold an event in downtown Portland.

But, PPB writes: "Based on publicly-available information, the Bureau is

concerned events on August 17 may involve persons interested in participating in
criminal activity.”

In the past, alt-right rallies in downtown Portland have been organized by our
local arm of right-wing extremists, Patriot Prayer. But this upcoming event is
hosted by Joe Biggs, a Florida-based member of the Proud Boys, who boasts a
loyal fanbase of right-wing provocateurs.

Biggs is a former contributor to Infowars, Alex Jones' right-wing conspiracy
website, and has made appearances at several Proud Boy protests in the past. He's
framed this event as a response to violence that broke out during Portland's last
clash between the alt-right and anti-fascist (antifa) groups on June 29.

"We want to put an end to domestic terrorism,” reads Biggs' Facebook event page.
"We have had enough. It's time to just say, no. [Mayor] Ted Wheeler and PPB put
out a statement saying they will START doing their jobs(when did they stop?).
Well then we are going to put that statement to the test."



PopMob, meanwhile, is planning an event called "The Spectacle,” where they've
asked Portlanders to "come ocut with the biggest, weirdest, most spectacular
costumes, performances, and other fun activities” in hopes of out-weirding the
Proud Boys. "Let's show them we won't let them scare us into hiding our true
selves,” reads PopMob's event page.

Both events will take place at the Tom McCall Waterfront Plaza.
PPB is preparing for the worst.

"There is concern about the criminal intentions being expressed in the publicly
available forums which suggest some attendees plan to engage in violence,” says
PPB Chief Danielle Outlaw in the press release. “We are taking this into account
and developing an appropriate plan with adequate resources to prepare for this
eventuality.... We will also be doing outreach to provide information to local
businesses, residents, and visitors so they will know what to expect and the likely
areas to be impacted.”
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Portland Police Arrest Right-Wing
Protester for May Day Assault at
Cider Riot

by Alex Zielinski « Aug 7, 2019 at 4:28 pm
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A scene firom a 2017 Patriot Prayer rally. pouc BrRoOwN

The Portland Police Burean (PPB) has made its first arrest following the May t
street brawl that took place outside of Portland bar Cider Riot.
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As first reported by Willamette Week, right-wing protester Ian Kramer was
arrested this afternoon on six charges—second-degree assault, attempted second-
degree assault, two counts of unlawfully using a weapon, disorderly conduct, and
unlawful use of mace—related to his involvement in the May Day clash. A
Mulntomah County grand jury has aceused Kramer of using a baton to beat a 31-
year-old woman unconscious, along with other misconduct. Kramer's bail is set at
$250,000.

Kramer, 45, regularly attended events put on by Patriot Prayer, the right-wing
extremist group based in Vancouver, Washington who organized the May 1 clash.
Patriot Prayer visited Cider Riot after learning that members of Portland's anti-
fascist (antifa) faction were meeting there to celebrate a day of peaceful May Day
rallies. After yelling insults at Cider Riot patrons from the adjacent sidewalk,
Patriot Prayer members allegedly sprayed mace at members of antifa, prompting
some of the left-wing activists to leave the bar and engage in a street fight.

A lawsnit filed by Cider Riot against Patriot Prayer accuses Kramer of hitting a
woman with a baton so forcefully that she was knocked unconscious—and suffered
a vertebrae fracture.



Kramer is one of five Patriot Prayer members named as defendants in the
May 6 lawsuit, Another is Matthew Cooper, a 24-year-old man who is also named
in Kramer's indictment. The same grand jury accused Cooper of harassing the
same woman allegedly assaulted by Kramer and "unlawfully and recklessly created
a risk of public inconvenience, annoyance and alarm” by engaging in the street
fight. The Cider Riot lawsuit also claims Cooper "battered” Cider Riot patrons.

Cooper has not yet been arrested by the PPB. When arrested, his bail will be set at
$3,000. Kramer will be arraigned tomorrow at 9:45 am at the Multnomah County
Justice Center.

PPB was criticized for its delayed response to the May 1 clash—officers didn't
arrive on the scene for over an hour. In a press release announcing Kramer's
arrest, Police Chief Danielle Outlaw subtly responded to this critique.

"Criminal violence is not tolerated in the City of Portland and our investigators
have worked diligently on this case,” said Outlaw. “"While these cases can take
time, and delays in arrest can be perceived as indifference or lack of care, the
opposite is true.”

Update, 8/8: Cooper turned himself into the Multnomah County Sheriff's Office
early Thursday morning.

Subsecribe to The Portland Mercury's newsletter

! i Subscribe




Alex Zielinski

Alex Zielinski is the News Editor for the Portland Mercury. She's here 1o tell
stories about economic inequities, cops, civil rights, and weird city politics
that you should probably be paying attention to.

= e s v 5 [P S B —— [Ty — S

You might also be interested in these:

Undercover in Patriot Prayer: Insights From a Vancouver Democrat
Who's Been Working Against the Far-Right Group from the Inside
by Alex Zielinski

Good Morning, News: Timbers Army Protests, and Determining Fault in
the 2017 MAX Stabbings

by Blair Stenvick

Supporters’ Stand Against Fascism Takes Center Stage as Timbers Fall
to Sounders

by Abe Asher

HOST YOUR PRRTEAT DOUA FIR




TAB 57



¥ MENU=

BLOGTOWN

New Evidence Shows Joey Gibson's
Role in Planning May Day Attack at
Cider Riot

by Alex Zielinski « Aug 22, 2019 at 11:38 am
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Joey Gibson at a Angust #7 rally in downtown Portland. KAREN DICEY ; GETTY IMAGES

The legal team representing local cider bar Cider Riot in a lawsuit against far-right
group Patriot Prayer has filed a new motion containing potentially damning
evidence.

The lawsuit came after members of Patriot Prayer—including leader Joey Gibson—
instigated a brawl with Cider Riot patrons on the sidewalk and street outside of the
NE Couch business on May 1. Cider Riot attorney Juan Chavez, with the Oregon
Justice Resource Center (OJRC), argues that Patriot Prayer intentionally targeted
the business because people who identified as anti-fascists (or, antifa) were
meeting there to celebrate a day of peaceful May Day demonstrations. The
lawsuit, filed on May 3, accused Gibson and six other members of Patriot Prayer
of acting negligently and trespassing on private property—and requests a trial by
jury.

Gibson has since requested a judge dismiss this lawsuit, claiming Cider Riot
and Chavez are trying to silence Gibson's political opinions. Gibson's lawyer,
Multnomah County GOP Chair James Buchal, believes that his client is the target
of a Strategic Lawsnit Against Public Participation (SLAPP), a name for litigation
that appears specifically crafted to intimidate and silence critics.

Buchal argues that Gibson was simply standing on a public sidewalk and using his
First Amendment rights to oppose antifa, and "there was not planning or
organization by him or [Patriot Prayer]” to show up at Cider Riot and engage in
violence.

OJRC's latest motion in this case, however, undermines this narrative.

“Gibson claims that the charges against him are ‘a shame' because they are
'political’ and not based on anything he did on May 1," writes Cliff Davidson, an
attorney familiar with anti-SLAPP cases hired by OJRC, in the Wednesday evening
filing, This, he adds, is "in direct contradiction of law enforcement.”



Davidson is referring to last week's indictment from the Multnomah County
District Attorney charging Gibson of "inciting a riot” at Cider Riot on May 1.
Gibson turned himself in for this felony charge on Friday, August 16, He was
released on bail later that afternoon.

"The indictment indicaies that there is probable cause to believe that Gibson
coordinated or participated in the violent acts affecting plaintiffs on May 1,"
Davidson writes.

This isn't the only piece of evidence Davidson uses to show Gibson's involvement
in planning the violent confrontation.

The Wednesday motion also includes four videos taken by someone walking with
Patriot Prayer before the group arrived at Cider Riot. The most incendiary of the
clips show a small group of Patriot Prayer members milling about a few blocks
from the cider bar, waiting for instructions from Gibson.

"Who's texting Joey?" Someone asks when the group seems to be without a game
plan. Another man says,“Tell Joey and them to hurry the fuck up. I hope they got
like ten big dudes with them.”

mayday before the fight




As the group waits, they discuss their weaponry. A few men consider which way
the wind's blowing to avoid getting "spray” in their eyes. Another man holds a
thick wooden dowel, and practices swinging it like a baseball bat. Some wear
goggles, helmets, and tactical gloves. One woman is holding a brick.

"Who's the guy with the weapons here?” A man holding a police baton says,
appearing to become agitated that the group has to wait for Gibson. "Me!"

A little later, someone in the group tells a person on speakerphone, "There's going
to be a huge fight,"” and gives them directions to Cider Riot.

This new motion asks Multnomah County Judge Andrew Lavin to allow for
discovery—a pre-trial process where lawyers can obtain evidence from the
opposing parties, including sworn depositions from the accused. It's not yet clear
when Lavin will rule on this motion.
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Sinee 2017, far-right groups have flocked to notoriously liberal Portland to march,
yell, and engage in violent clashes with left-wing activists. Most of these
demonstrations were planned by Patriot Prayer, a small coalition of Trump-
supporting provocateurs based in Vancouver, WA.

Ben has marched alongside Patriot Prayer for nearly every major Portland
demonstration—events with such vague names as “Rally for Trump and Freedom,”
"Freedom March,” and "Trump Free Speech Rally."

What the far-right group didn't know was that Ben was a spy.

However, in a matter of weeks, Ben’s long-hidden identity will be made public,
meaning his days of being undercover with the group have come to an end. Video
footage shot by this lefi-of-cenier Democrat will soon be used in court against
longtime members of Patriot Prayer—including its leader, Joey Gibson.



Ben—not his real name, as he wishes to keep his name private a little longer—is a
tall, 30-something man with a reddish-blonde beard and pale skin. He’s easy to
spotin a erowd. It doesn’t hurt that he always wears the same shirt to rallies: a red
tee emblazoned with the Marvel Comics antihero Deadpool.

A self-described “everyday anti-fascist,” Ben’s two years of quietly documenting
the inner-workings of the local far-right have come to a close. But his experience
offers an unprecedented peek into how Portland’s alt-right agitators function.

Ben’s interest in local activism began in 2011, after a four-year stint with the US
Navy ended during the height of the recession. While he didn’t consider himself a
staunch liberal at the time, Ben grew frustrated with the feds’ response to the
financial crisis and began participating in Occupy Portland railies. While earning a
psychology degree at Washington State University, Ben joined the Young
Democrats of Clark County and began canvassing for local Democrats running for
school boards or city council seats.

It was only after Donald Triump’s election that Ben began hearing about Patriot
Prayer’s increasingly contentious events. Wanting to witness the Vancouver
group’s tactics firsthand, Ben decided to attend—and document—a Patriot Prayer
rally in downtown Portland on June 4, 2017.



Police block anti-fascist protesters on June 4, 2017. D1gR VANDERHART

It was a mess. Patriot Prayer was joined by three left-wing protest groups and
a pack of heavily armored police officers. Police used pepper spray on several anti-
fascist (commonly shortened to “antifa”) protesters, arrested 14 participants, and
ended up detaining more than a hundred attendees—including several journalists
—when the crowds didn’t disperse.

Ben managed to avoid the police, and instead documented protesters on the
periphery of the clashing rallies. That's when he encountered four people affiliated
with Patriot Prayer beating up & left-wing protester on a sidewalk.

“I was shocked by the violence,” Ben says. “I remember thinking, ‘Patrict Prayer is
only going to get more violent. And no one is going to stop them.”



Ben, who calls veterans the “original” anti-fascists, says his time in the Navy
inspired him to take action.

“When I joined the military, I made an oath to defend the constitution against all
enemies, foreign and domestic,” says Ben. “There’s no expiration date on that
oath. I want to live my ideals.”

So Ben decided to fight back. But instead of joining local anti-fascist groups, Ben
set his sights on weakening Patriot Prayer from the inside.

The idea: Get far-right activists on camera—to help others identify them—and act
as an “early warning system” by leaking Patriot Prayer’s plans to counter-
protesters in real time.

Fortunately, Ben knew it wouldnt be too difficult to infilirate the right-wing
group.

“I'm a big, beardy white guy from Vancouver—I blend in,” says Ben. "I was cashing
in on my privilege.”

Ben began joining Patriot Prayer at major demonstrations, using his phone to
capture anti-liberal diatribes, impromptu strategizing, and intermittent violence.
He found that blending in was even easier than he expected.

“They never asked me any serious gquestiocns—like who I was with or why I was
filming,” says Ben. “There was no vetting. They're just not very curious people. I
think part of it is fearing that a new person might be associated with right wing
groups more extreme than they are.”

Past Patriot Prayer rallies have attracted members of white nationalist
organizations like Identity Europa, misogynist alt-right clubs like the Proud Boys,
and anti-government militia groups like the Oath Keepers and Three Percenters,




“When I joined the military, I signed an oath to defend
the constitution against all enemies, foreign and
domestic. There’s no expiration date on that oath.”

Ben says there are only about 15 core members of Patriot Prayer. It's the group’s

partnerships with other far-right organizations that boost their numbers during
major protests.

“It doesn’t matter if you have different beliefs,” Ben says. “The only thing that
matters to them is that you hate the left.”

Ben says he mostly “acts like himself” during protests—cracking jokes, fist-
bumping protesters, and even subtly promoting liberal ideas with MAGA-hat-
wearing members. The only lie he tells is that he’s a conservative.

He spends most of his time befriending people he calls “true believers,” or
members who have nothing to gain from their involvement in Patriot Prayer. He
contrasts these followers with people like Gibson or fellow Patriot Prayer organizer
Haley Adams—two people who use their polished social media platforms to collect
online donations from fans.

“I've intentionally avoided grifters like Joey and Haley because they are sharper
about interacting with strangers like me,” says Ben.

Another person he includes in the “grifter” category: Andy Ngo, a conservative
writer who’s built a Twitter persona around filming fights between antifa and
right-wing extremists (that, and trying to convince people that hate crime
allegations raised by LGBTQ+ Portlanders are simply “hoaxes™).

Ngo tags along with Patriot Prayer during demonstrations, hoping to catch footage
of an altercation. Ben says Ngo doesn’t film Patriot Prayer protesters discussing
strategies or motives. He only turns his camera on when members of antifa enter
the scene.

“There’s an understanding,” he says, “that Patriot Prayer protects him and he
protects them.”



Joey Gibson and Haley Adams at a Portland protest sTeve pvkes / GETTY IMAGES

On May 1, 2019 Ben joined Patriot Prayer in Portland, where the group intended
1o confront antifa activists who were protesting US Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) policies. When Patriot Prayer’s attempt to provoke the
protesters fizzled, the majority of the group retreated to an I-84 overpass by the
Lloyd Center to wave American flags at passersby. Gibson remained at the ICE
protest.

“T'm mostly here so that I can text people in case any of the fash [shorthand for
fascists] attempt to go to where the counter-protesters are,” Ben told his Facebook
Live viewers that afternoon from the overpass. “And I'm getting who’s present so I
can pass that information on to other people.”

Ben livestreams all far-right protests he attends on Facebook, allowing the public
to follow along and ask questions. Occasionally he steps away from the crowd to
let his viewers in on his secret: That he’s an anti-fascist embedded with the
opposition. Knowing his friends are following his livestream gives Ben an extra
boost of confidence—he knows they’ll be quick to act if anything goes awry.



“I tell them to call the police if I ever start singing the National Anthem,” says Ben.
“Fortunately, that hasn’t happened yet.”

After his livestream ends, Ben’s video can only be viewed by his Facebook friends.
Ben says he sometimes sends his films to anti-fascist groups, like Rose City Antifa,
who use them to identify local members of the far-right.

Ben spent most of May 1 filming what he considered “the most uneventful” May
Day gathering he’d ever seen. But then he heard about the Cider Riot plan.

“You guys want to go to Cider Riot, because Joey [Gibson]’s going,” says a man
carrying a “Don’t Tread On Me” flag by the 1-84 overpass, captured on Ben'’s
livestream. “We should back him up.”

Gibson had apparently learned that members of antifa were planning on meeting
up at the NE Couch cidery after the day’s protests wrapped up. He told his
followers to meet him them there at 6 pm.

After stepping away from the far-right flag-wavers to relay this information to his
livestream followers, Ben temporarily stopped filming. When he switches the
stream back on, he’s walking through NE Portland neighborhoods with the far-
right protesters and Ngo, the conservative writer. They're headed toward Cider
Riot.

maydhay before the fight

Ben says that he paused his livestream to call Cider Riot and warn the staff about
Patriot Prayer’s planned visit.



For the next 20 minutes, Ben films as the group loiters a few blocks away from
Cider Riot, waiting for Gibson to show up.

As the group waits, they discuss their weaponry, A few men try to guess which way
the wind's blowing to avoid getting "spray” in their eyes, presumably when they
use it against members of antifa. Another man holds a thick wooden dowel, and
practices swinging it like a baseball bat. A woman carries a red brick in her hand.
Some don goggles, helmets, and tactical gloves.

"Who's texting Joey?" Someone asks when the group seems to be without a game
plan. Another man says, “Tell Joey and them to burry the fack up.”

Ben captures someone telling a person on speakerphone, "There's going to be a
huge fight,” and gives them directions to Cider Riot.

Ngo doesn’t film any of the conversations, and smiles when the group cracks jokes.
“He overheard everything,” Ben recalls, “and said nothing.”

As soon as Gibson appears with Adams, the group walks the remaining blocks to
Cider Riot. People sitting on the cidery’s patio, many of them dressed in all black
(a tactic called “black bloe,” used by some anti-fascists), appear prepared. What
happened next was May Day’s headline-maker: A massive street brawl instigated
by members of Patriot Prayer, featuring oddly structured fist fights in a haze of
pepper spray and name-calling.

“This is s0 fucking weird,” Ben tells his livestream followers as he films the fights,
pausing to wipe pepper spray from around his eyes. Officers with the Portland
Police Bureau (PPB) didn’t arrive on the scene for an hour.

Ben says the Cider Riot fight was the first time he directly intervened in action
taken by Patriot Prayer.

“It’s time to leave, guys,” Ben is heard yelling at the group after one man—later
identified as Ian Kramer—used a baton to knock a woman out cold. “Calm your
shit!” His video ends after the group is chased down the street by shouting people
dressed in black bloc.




‘[ think every person should try to infiltrate these
groups, if theyre in the position to do so. This is what
patriotism looks like.”

Since this May Day clash, Patriot Prayer and its supporters have uploaded edited
clips of the fight to social media, trying to prove that their unprovoked attack was
actually an act of self defense. Gibson claimed it was an impromptu visit.
Meanwhile, Cider Riot filed a lawsuit against Gibson and six other Patriot
Prayer members for acting negligently and trespassing on private property.

People on all sides called for arrests. None came.

It was Ben'’s video that helped Portland Police Bureau (PPB) confidently secure
arrest warrants against Gibson and five other members of Patriot Prayer who
followed him to Cider Riot that afternoon. On August 22, a Multnomah County
grand jury indicted Gibson and five other members of Patriot Prayer on felony
charges for inciting a riot. Several of the men face multiple charges, including
assault and unlawful use of a weapon.

While Ben's video of the clash is a useful piece of evidence, it’s his footage of the
group planning the alleged riot that might put the suspects behind bars. This clip
has also been included in a new motion filed in Cider Riot’s civil case against
Patriot Prayer as evidence that Gibson had orchestrated the attack.

Ben says it didn’t hit him while he was filming that he might have captured
criminal evidence. It was only when Cider Riot filed their lawsuit against Patriot
Prayer on May 3 that Ben decided to send his footage to the cidery’s legal team.
Weeks later, Ben got a call from PPB detective looking for that same footage. Ben
handed the video over, and eautiously agreed to be a witness.



Cider Riot owner Abe Goldman-Armstrong speaks at a press eonference announcing his
Iawsuit against Patriot Prayer. ALEX ZIELINSKI

“I think police are a weapon that can point at you or you can point to someone
else,” says Ben. “Either way, someone is going fo get cut. I'd rather it not be me.”

Ben isn’t concerned about facing any legal charges himself, since he’s on film
discouraging the group from following through with their attack. But he is worried
about what will happen when his true identity is inevitably made public through
the legal system—both in the civil and criminal cases.

“I have a good safety net of friends and community members looking out for me,”
he says. “But it’s definitely unnerving.”

He’s also a little bittersweet about leaving his DIY undercover work behind.

“My ability to gather intelligence on this terrorist group has ended,” says Ben.
“Unless I wear a really good disguise, I won't be able to go unseen in this group
anymore.”



However, he suspects he’s not the only closeted leftie who's joined local far-right
groups in hopes of undermining their work. He hopes his story inspired others to
follow suit.

“I think every person should try to infiltrate these groups, if they’re in the position
to do so,” he says. “This is what patriotism looks like.”
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Alex Zielinski

Alex Zielingki is the News Editor for the Portland Mercury. She's here to tell
stories about economic inequities, cops, civil rights, and weird city politics
that you should probably be paying aitention to.
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You might also be interested in these:

New Evidence Shows Joey Gibson's Role in Planning May Day Attack at
Cider Riot

by Alex Zielinski

Patriot Prayer's Joey Gibson Faces Felony Charge for May Day Brawl
by Alex Zielinski
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Carole A. Caldwell, hereby declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of
Oregon that the following facts are true and correct:

| am a citizen of the United States, over the age of 18 years, and not a party to or interested
in the within entitled cause. | am an employee of Murphy & Buchal LLP and my business address
is 3425 SE Yambhill Street, Suite 100, Portland, Oregon 97214.

On February 20, 2020, | caused the following document to be served:

DECLARATION OF JAMES L. BUCHAL IN SUPPORT OF JOSEPH GIBSON’S
MOTION TO CHANGE VENUE

in the following manner on the parties listed below:

Brad Kalbaugh () (BY FIRST CLASS US MAIL)
Multnomah County District Attorney's Office  (X)  (BY E-MAIL)

600 Multnomah County Courthouse () (BYFAX)

1021 SW 4th Ave () (BYHAND)

Portland OR 97204
E-mail: brad.kalbaugh@mcda.us
Attorney for Plaintiff

Mackenzie Lewis, pro se () (BY FIRST CLASS US MAIL)
1725 SE 8™ Ave. (X) (BY E-MAIL)

Camas, WA 98607 () (BYFAX)

E-Mail: mack.lewis16@yahoo.com () (BYHAND)

Jason A. Steen, OSB No. 993675 () (BY FIRST CLASS US MAIL)
741 SW Lincoln St (X) (BY E-MAIL)

Portland OR 97201 () (BYFAX)

E-mail: jason@dickisonsteen.com () (BYHAND)

Attorney for Defendant Kramer

Aubrey R. Hoffman ( ) (BY FIRST CLASS US MAIL)
712 Main St. (X) (BY E-MAIL)

Oregon City OR 97045 () (BYFAX)
aubrey@aubreyhoffmanlaw.com () (BYHAND)

s/ Carole Caldwell
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DECLARATION OF JAMES L. BUCHAL IN SUPPORT OF JOSEPH James L. Buchal, (OSB No. 921618)
GIBSON’S MOTION TO CHANGE VENUE MURPHY & BUCHAL LLP
Case No 19CR53042 3425 SE Yamhill Street, Suite 100

Portland, OR 97214
Tel: 503-227-1011
Fax: 503-573-1939
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